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MPs AT LOGGERHEADS OVER COUNCILLOR’S ‘OFFENSIVE’ MESSAGES 



DEPUTY Labour leader Tom Watson is at 
loggerheads with a neighbouring MP after 
a row broke out over a councillor allegedly 
sending offensive messages about two col¬ 
leagues. 

The West Bromwich East MP has been ac¬ 
cused by Adrian Bailey of appearing to put 
‘misplaced party loyalty above the interest 
and wellbeing of individuals’. 

Sandwell Council’s leisure chief Richard 
Marshall was alleged to have sent messages 
to a member of the public in which he made 
lewd sexual remarks about fellow council¬ 
lors Maria Crompton and Olwen Jones. Mr 


Marshall has stepped down from his cabinet 
role while the Labour Party investigates the 
claims. He says he wants a ‘clear and trans¬ 
parent investigation’ to take place and said 
the alleged comments he made about the 
councillors had been misrepresented. 

Dossier 

However, he has not been suspended by the 
party. Mr Bailey, who represents West Brom¬ 
wich West and employs Mrs Crompton at his 
Sandwell office, handed a dossier on the case 
to Jeremy Corbyn last week and expressed 


his concern that Mr Marshall had not been 
suspended. “Given that suspension of Rich¬ 
ard Marshall would be consistent with both 
normal local government practice and Labour 
Party actions with other elected representa¬ 
tives it is highly suspicious that nothing has 
been done to date,” he said. 

“It would appear in this case Tom has put 
misplaced party loyalty above the interest 
and wellbeing of the individuals.” 

Mr Watson said the investigation would 
be ‘conducted thoroughly and fairly’, adding: 
“It would not be appropriate to make further 
comment.” 



Offender ‘trapped’ behind bars 11 years after sentence 


COUNCIL 

£70,000 route to get 
more people walking 

PLANS to create a new walking route which 
will link up with shops, a railway station and 
football stadium have been revealed. 

Sandwell Council has announced 
£70,000 plans for the scheme to improve 
the existing public rights of way in the Bes- 
cot area of Walsall. 

The route will include better access to 
the Lidl distribution centre, Gallagher Retail 
Park and Walsall’s Banks’s Stadium. 

It will include the construction of a foot¬ 
path and bridge over the weir to the bal¬ 
ancing ponds behind. 

The move has been welcomed by re¬ 
generation bosses in the area, who said it 
would benefit employees, commuters and 
shoppers. 


£ 1.50 MUGGER 
STILL IN PRISON 


A MUGGER who has spent 11 years behind bars after 
stealing just £1.50 is trapped in the prison system, a 
court heard. 

Daniel Joseph Sayce was still a teenager when he was locked up indef¬ 
initely for public protection in 2006. 

His IQ is so low that he cannot manage rehabilitation courses in jail - and that means 
he can’t persuade the authorities it is safe to release him. 

Lawyers for the 29-year-old, of Heath Lane, West Bromwich, said more than a decade 
in prison had ‘extinguished hope’ for him. 

Sayce was locked up at Wolverhampton 


Crown Court in May 2006 after admitting 
robbery and attempted robbery. 

His sentence, which is very similar to a 
life term, means he will only ever be freed 
if the can convince a parole board he is safe 
to live in the community. 

He committed his crimes in February 
2006, threatening one victim with a broken 
bottle and taking £1.50 from another after 
demanding cash to buy drugs. 

Indefinite 

The judge who jailed him had no choice 
at the time but to impose an indefinite sen¬ 
tence. That was because he had previous 
convictions for robbery, so was automati¬ 
cally considered a ‘dangerous offender’. 

His minimum term was set at just 
14-and-a-half months, and that expired 
in 2007. But he remains in jail and Lon¬ 
don’s Criminal Appeal Court heard the 
level of ‘risk’ he is believed to pose has not 
changed. 

Judge Adele Williams, summarising 
a prison report, said: “His IQ is too low 
for him to be suitable for courses, which 


By David Cosgrove 


means his risk level is unchanged.” But the 
judge, sitting with Lady Justice Hallett and 
Mrs Justice Whipple, ruled there was noth¬ 
ing legally wrong with Sayce’s sentence. 

Dismissing his appeal, she added: “There 
are no grounds for concluding that the judge 
was wrong to make the statutory assump¬ 
tion that Sayce was dangerous. 

“Once he was found to be dangerous, the 
court was required to pass an indefinite sen¬ 
tence.” 

The controversial IPP sentence was in¬ 
troduced in 2005 by then Home Secretary 
David Blunkett, and resulted in nearly 
8,500 prisoners being jailed indefinitely. 

They were abolished in 2012 amidst 
concerns they were causing severe prison 
over-crowding. 

But there are currently about 3,300 pris¬ 
oners still serving sentences of IPP, most of 
whom remain in jail long after their mini¬ 
mum terms have expired. 


Devastation over killing at home 



Police forensics investigate a property at Corngreaves Walk, Cradley Heath 

FRIENDS and neighbours have told of their shock a metal bar. After laying flowers at the scene with a 
after a man was killed at his Cradley Heath home, card that read ‘RIP Bro’, close friend Stuart Archer, 
The victim, named locally as Martin Briggs, aged 38, said: “I cant believe what has happened.” 

47, was found dead at the property on Corngreaves He said the father of four had lived on his own at 
Walk, on Monday morning, with stab wounds. Corngreaves Walk for the last few years with a dog. 

The discovery followed a series of other attacks A 47-year-old man, from Tividale, has been ar- 
at homes in Poplar Close, Dingle Avenue and West rested. He is in police custody on suspicion of mur- 
Avenue. Police said the attacks included a knife and der, attempted murder, wounding and vehicle theft. 


EDUCATION 

Academy extension 
works still on track 

BUILDING works at an Oldbury school 
remain on track and are expected to be 
fully completed by September 2019. 

Q3 Academy Langley, on the former 
Langley High School site in Moat Road, 
opened its doors in September 2016. 
Plans to add classrooms were recently 
approved and work continues on site. 

The school is sponsored by Eric 
Payne, who also sponsors the Q3 
Academy in Great Barr. 

SWITCH-ON 

Making light work 
of festive switch-on 

CHRISTMAS lights will be switched on in 
Oldbury Civic Square tomorrow (Friday) at 
6.30pm. 

Before then, there will be festive activi¬ 
ties between 4pm and 7pm including live 
entertainment, and special guests. 

There will also be food and drink, a fun 
fair for young children, a Santa’s grotto 
and market stalls. 
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No sleepers on job for school team 



Allun Edge, third left, and the team 


A SPECIAL school’s memorial gar¬ 
den has been transformed by Net¬ 
work Rail volunteers. 

The Meadows special school, on 
Dudley Road East, Oldbury, initially 
contacted Network Rail to ask for 
donations of sleepers to use in their 
memorial garden. 

The company responded by sending 
a team of volunteers who have given 
the school’s memorial garden a com¬ 
plete makeover. 

The memorial garden area of the 
school was previously inaccessible for 
pupils and families who are wheel¬ 


chair users and the school council and 
parents’ group wanted to improve ac¬ 
cess so everyone could have the op¬ 
portunity to remember those pupils 
and staff that have passed away. 

The team from Network Rail, 
headed up by Allun Edge, infrastruc¬ 
ture maintenance protection co-ordi- 
nator, provided all of their labour on 
a volunteer basis, and used part of 
the ‘5 volunteer days’ that they are 
entitled to each year to support the 
project. 

Sixth Form students at the school 
provided the volunteers with bacon 


and sausage sandwiches and tea and 
coffee. The Meadows headteacher 
Jo Cliffe said: “We are absolutely 
stunned by the work that has been 
done by this wonderful team of vol¬ 
unteers from Network Rail. 

“We would like to thank the Net¬ 
work Rail team and want to welcome 
them back soon for the official open¬ 
ing ceremony.” 

Mr Edge said: “It was a real pleas¬ 
ure for all of us to visit The Meadows, 
meet the brilliant pupils and help 
make the memorial garden a special 
place for them to enjoy.” 


Man killed wife and 
then took his own life 


A MAN killed his wife after he 
suspected she was having an af¬ 
fair and then took his own life, an 
inquest heard. 

Paul Lander, aged 30, and Rikki 
Lander, 26, were discovered dead at 
their home in Oldbury on August 5. 

The night before, self-confessed ‘jealous 
control freak’ Mr Lander had discovered a 
text on the phone of his wife of less than six 
months which acted as the ‘trigger’ for the 
brutal and tragic events which followed. 

His brother Blake had been at the home 
on Pel Crescent at the time and read the 
message first before showing it to his sib¬ 
ling. 

Blake left the property shortly after¬ 
wards and then woke up the next morning 
to a message from Paul which said ‘I have 
hit Rikki with a hammer’, although he 
thought he was joking, DS Inderjit Basra 
told the inquest at Black Country Coro¬ 
ner’s Court. Paramedics and police were 
called to the home around 2.20pm. 

Debts 

The body of Mrs Lander, an administra¬ 
tion worker at West Bromwich Building 
Society, was discovered in the lounge with 
head injuries. A post-mortem found she 
had been struck two to three times with a 
hammer and had also died of strangulation. 

Mr Lander, a tipper truck driver, had 
hanged himself in the hallway. 

A police investigation revealed Mrs 
Lander had ‘gambling’ debts and owed 
£22,909 on credit cards. Mr Lander himself 
was £3,262 in the red. 

DS Basra said several undated handwrit¬ 
ten letters from the husband to his wife 
suggested he was battling drug abuse, that 
he feared losing her and admitted to being 
a ‘jealous control freak’. 

Coroner Zafar Siddique said: “It seems 
the trigger was a text message. There was 
no evidence to substantiate she was hav¬ 
ing an affair.” He recorded Mrs Lander’s 
death as by way of unlawful killing and Mr 
Lander’s as hanging. 


Cenotaph mystery solved at last 




The cenotaph and statue 


Grandsons David and Henry Pullar 

A MYSTERY which has plagued a 
war hero’s family and the people 
of Darlaston for decades has been 
solved. 

The statue on top of the Dar¬ 
laston cenotaph is of local soldier 
Frederick Pullar who modelled for 
the artwork in 1923 at the Wolver¬ 
hampton College of Art. 

For years, appeals to discover 
who created the artwork have 
proved fruitless. 

This year, as residents gathered 
to mark Remembrance Day on Sat¬ 
urday, they were joined by the sol¬ 
dier’s grandsons David and Henry 
Pullar. 

Councillor Doug James said: “I 
met with his grandsons who again 
asked who the artist who sculpted 
the statue was. 

“All they know is that Fred went 


The cutting from 1927 

to Wolverhampton College of Art for 
the model sessions.” The councillor 
made a number of inquiries then 
contacted The Chronicle for help 
and was able to reveal the sculpture 
was unveiled, on May 14 1927, by 
Brigadier General J V Campbell. 

A search of the Midland News 
Association archives tracked down 
the original report, carried in sister 
paper the Express & Star on May 
16, 1927. 

It outlines how Brigadier General 
John Vaughan Campbell was a First 
World War hero nicknamed the 
Tally HO VC having been awarded 
the Victoria Cross for his bravery at 
the Battle of Flers-Courcelette on 
September 15, 1916. 

Councillor James said: “It is good 
that the mystery has finally being 
resolved.” 


More than SO 
jobs lost as 
steel firm 
goes under 

MORE than 30 jobs have been lost after 
a steel firm plunged into administration. 

The entire workforce at Kingfisher In¬ 
dustrial Management in Cradley Heath 
are understood to have been laid off, ad¬ 
ministrators said. 

Around 36 people are said to have 
been let go by the firm who were brought 
into joint administration by RSM Re¬ 
structuring Advisory LLP in October. 

The firm, based on Cradley Business 
Park, Overend Road, specialise in steel 
fabrications. This includes transfer 
chutes, cyclones, hoppers, vessels and 
process pipework. 

Council chiefs have said it would be ‘a 
great loss to the community’ if the com¬ 
pany was to close and deemed the job 
losses of staff ‘a great shame’. 

Cradley Heath ward councillor Car¬ 
oline White said: “If the company does 
have to close after this it would be a 
great shame to lose a local company that 
deals in the business that they do. It is a 
great shame for people to lose their jobs 
in such a manner.” 

The firm’s website states its aims 
are ‘to grow a profitable business’ and 
pledge to ‘encourage and empower staff 
to make a difference.’ 

Kingfisher Industrial Management de¬ 
clined to comment. 

Stroke death not 
related to falls 

A MAN died days after falling three 
times during a week’s respite at a care 
home, an inquest heard. 

But a coroner ruled 80-year-old John 
Parkes died of natural causes from a 
stroke unrelated to the falls. 

Mr Parkes, of Elizabeth Walk, Tip- 
ton, had suffered from dementia in re¬ 
cent years, and was cared for by his wife 
Renee and daughter. 

He was admitted to Dovedale Court 
care home, Wednesbury, on July 7 on 
the advice of social services. The inquest 
heard he had suffered a couple of falls 
before being admitted. 

Concluding Mr Parkes died from 
natural causes, Black Country coroner 
Zafar Saddique said: “The falls played 
some part but there is no evidence that 
they brought on the stroke.” 

Uni partnership deal 
could become reality 

REPRESENTATIVES from two Indian 
creative companies visited Birmingham 
City University to look at its virtual re¬ 
ality training. 

The university hopes a deal can be 
struck up exploring potential future 
partnerships with JIO Studios and 
philmCGI. 
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Children 
'smothered' 
before blaze 
court is told 


CHILDREN killed moments before 
their home perished in flames were 
‘smothered’ by their father, jurors 
have been told. Pathologist Dr Alex- 

■ ander Kolar con¬ 
firmed young sib¬ 
lings Saros and 
Leanor died after 
their mouth and 
nose were blocked 
by a ‘substance or 
material’. 

Revealing post 
mortem results, 

Mohammed 

the pair were left will ‘blood-filled 
eyes’ due to the trauma they suffered. 

Prosecutors allege the youngsters 
were murdered by father Endris Mo¬ 
hammed, who suffocated them with a 
petrol-soaked rag before setting fire 
to the Great Barr family home as his 
wife slept upstairs. 

Dr Kolar said both children died 
after suffering ‘obstruction of the 
external airways’ last October. He 
went on to say Saros, eight, showed 
no signs of having suffered pressure 
to the neck while Leanor was left with 
a 16cm burn mark covering her nose 
and mouth, as well as a 3cm bruise to 
her scalp. 

Leanor, six, was ‘partially resusci¬ 
tated’ at hospital but both were later 
declared dead by medics, the court 
heard. Taxi driver Mohammed ad¬ 
mits killing his children but denies 
murder on grounds of diminished re¬ 
sponsibility and claims he was men¬ 
tally impaired. The 47-year-old Uber 
employee also denies attempting to 
murder wife Penil Teklehaimanot. 
The trial continues. 


Folk singer Baez 
performs in Brum 

FOLK singer and political activist 
icon Joan Baez performs at the Sym¬ 
phony Hall in Birmingham next year. 

The Staten Island star, now aged 
76, began her career in 1958 and has 
released more than 30 albums. 

Her best-known songs include Dia¬ 
monds and Rust; Farewell, Angelina; 
Love Is Just A Four-Letter Word; For¬ 
ever Young and We Shall Overcome. 

Baez was inducted into the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame in April. She 
will be in Birmingham on March 14. 


Marking 30 years 

BIRMINGHAM Chinese restaurant 
Chung Ying Garden celebrates 30 
years in business this month. The 
Thorp Street restaurant specialises in 
Cantonese food. It is one of the Chung 
Ying Group’s three in the city. 


Five on the list of 


talented Masters 


NEWS IN BRIEF 



Conceptual artist Gillian Wearing 


FIVE talented people from Sandwell 
have been named in the hunt to find 
the 100 most talented and skilled 
Masters from the Black Country. 

Creative Black Country set out to 
identify the 100 Masters and follow¬ 
ing public nominations, the 100 list 
has been compiled. 

Among those recently named is 
Smethwick-raised Labour politician 
Preet Kaur Gill - the first female 
British Sikh MP. Now representing 
Edgbaston, she officially started pub¬ 
lic life as a councillor for the St Paul’s 
Ward in Sandwell after being elected 


for the Labour Party in 2012 and has 
been a cabinet member at Sandwell 
Council. 

Also revealed is Balbir Singh of 
Smethwick. Guinness Book Of World 
Records holder Balbir is the longest 
remaining member of the world’s 
longest-running Bhangra band the 
Bhujhangy Group, who started their 
musical journey way back in 1967. 

Artist Ranbir Kaur has cultivated a 
global profile through her work with 
communities across the world using 
textiles and floor-based installations 
inspired by the Indian sand painting 


art form of rangoli. Ranbir was given 
the chance to create the largest Ran¬ 
goli in the world which saw her en¬ 
tered the Guinness Book of Records. 

For mastering the art of perfor¬ 
mance, Vivien Davis, chairman of 
West Bromwich Operatic Society, 
makes the list. Involved since she was 
a child, she has acted, organised and 
managed for the company. 

Another newly-named master is 
conceptual artist Gillian Wearing, 
who came to the fore as one of the big¬ 
gest names in the UK art scene after 
winning the Turner Prize in 1997. 



David Collins of Belfast pays tribute Gayle and son Julian with former members of the Queen’s Royal Hussars Proud Gayle with her son Narel 


Court date over 
pedestrian death 

A MAN has appeared in court over 
the death of a pedestrian. 

Jake Nelson, aged 29, of Hales Road 
in Wednesbury, is charged with caus¬ 
ing death by dangerous driving. 

He did not provide a plea when he 
appeared at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court last week. The charge is con¬ 
nection to the death of Neil Perry, 
aged 39. 

He died after he was hit by a car in 
New Street, Hill Top, West Bromwich, 
on February 5. 

Nelson will next appear at Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court on December 
8. An inquest was opened into Mr Per¬ 
ry’s death in March. 

Tree to be lit for 
lost loved ones 

AN annual Christmas Tree of Light 
Appeal has been launched in Tipton. 

Donations from people wanting to 
remember their loved ones at Christ¬ 
mas are handed to charities. 

A Roll of Remembrance is displayed 
around the tree, outside St Martin’s 
and St Paul’s Church in Owen Street. 
The lights will be switched on by the 
Mayor of Sandwell following a special 
dedication ceremony. 

Tipton Community Choir and Tip- 
ton Green Primary School Choir will 
sing carols in the church for the event, 
which starts at 7pm on November 24. 

Rehab unit given 
rating of 'good' 

A MENTAL health rehabilitation unit 
has been rated ‘good’ following an in¬ 
spection. Oak House in Johns Lane, 
Tipton was inspected by the Care 
Quality Commission. 

As well as receiving a ‘good’ rating 
overall, the Camino Healthcare home 
got the mark in all five key areas - 
care, effectiveness, responsiveness, 
safety and leadership. 

Chief executive of Camino, Oliver 
Horsey, said: “We will never stop 
trying to improve. We are striving 
to offer some of the best care in the 
country.” 


HE dreamed of being a sol¬ 
dier from the moment he 
could walk and talk. 

And by the time he was 16, Narel 
Sharpe had made that dream a reality. 

“He would stand to attention and 
salute as a four-year-old,” remembers 
his proud mother Gayle. “He would al¬ 
ways watch war films. He had an uncle 
who was a soldier and he used to talk 
to him about the Army, and his inter¬ 
est just grew and grew.” 

Narel, from Smethwick, joined the 
Queen’s Royal Hussars - the Army’s 
senior armoured tank regiment - and 
as a trooper completed tours in Iraq 
and Kosovo. Gayle said her son was 


inspired when the Army was recruit¬ 
ing in the town and at 16 left school 
and signed up. “He was so happy,” she 
said. 

Life in the Forces took Narel to Can¬ 
ada, Poland, Croatia, and Sennelager 
in Germany, where he was based. 

“The first time he came back on 
leave he told me he just loved it,” said 
Gayle, aged 53, a nurse at Russells 
Hall Hospital. 

But Narel’s flourishing military 
career was tragically cut short in Sep¬ 
tember 2004 when he was shot dead. 

His killer was not an enemy in¬ 
surgent, but a callous and cowardly 
mugger who targeted him for his gold 


chain in Smethwick while home on 
leave to celebrate his 21st birthday. 

Levi Walker was convicted in 2006 
and jailed for life with a minimum 30- 
year term. 

On Remembrance Sunday, 11 com¬ 
rades from the Queen’s Royal Hus¬ 
sars attended a service at the House 
of Praise Ministry at Smethwick Bap¬ 
tist Church, paid tribute to him at his 
grave at Uplands Cemetery, and vis¬ 
ited the street named after Narel. 

For the past three years the broth- 
ers-in-arms have made the pilgrimage 
to honour their friend. At his grave¬ 
side they played music, shared a drink 
and fond memories with Gayle and 


Narel’s brother Julian. Former Cor¬ 
poral Jason Robinson, 33, of Peterlee, 
County Durham, who served along¬ 
side Narel, remembered fondly: “He 
is sorely missed by all of us but never 
forgotten.” 

Earlier this year, Walker won a 
£50,000 payout while still behind bars 
after police botched the prosecution of 
his alleged involvement in the 2002 
Kevin Nunes murder case. 

Meanwhile, respects were paid to 
the fallen on Sunday. West Bromwich 
East MP Tom Watson was among 
those at a parade which finished with 
a service Dartmouth Park. There was 
also a service at Victoria Park, Tipton. 


Choir due in concert 
at town's library 

A MALE voice choir will be hitting the 
high notes when they get together at 
Great Barr Library tomorrow, Friday. 

Walsall Harmonic Male Voice Choir 
will be in concert from 7pm onwards. 

The choir specialises in traditional 
four-part harmony and anyone who 
would like to join can attend the con¬ 
cert, or practice sessions which take 
place at the Chuckery Club in Beacon 
Street, Walsall, on Monday evenings 
at 8pm. 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Family meals are 
tare occasions 1 

FAMILIES in the West Midlands are 
being urged to spend more dinner 
times together after new research 
found they barely spent more than 
once a week together. 

Furniture and flooring firm SCS has 
carried out a study which has revealed 
that one in five families sit down to 
eat together less than once a week. 

The study of 1,000 parents found 
two out of three families don’t sit 
together to eat every night, with a 
further 13 per cent saying it’s only 
for special occasions. Seven out of 10 
parents wish they were able to have 
more family feeds, but 40 per cent said 
working late prevented this. 

Gig funds to help 
Charlie book costs 

MUSIC acts and performers will be 
taking to the stage for a fundraising 
gig on November 18. 

Brian Dakin, whose goes by the 
stage name Billy Spakemon, is show¬ 
casing acts from his Omma N Chain 
radio show at the Zion Reform Church 
Hall, in Langley Green Road, Langley. 

The Buskin’ For Charlie event will 
be raising funds for the book Billy is 
writing on the life of cartoonist Char¬ 
lie Grigg. Mr Grigg sketched the fa¬ 
mous comic characters Desperate Dan 
and Korky the Cat. 

The free event runs from 1pm to 
4pm. People can leave donations to¬ 
wards the book. 

Grandparents 
do even more 

THE extent of grandparents provid¬ 
ing childcare in is much higher than 
previously thought and is a factor in 
assisting mums, who had taken time 
out from work to have children, to get 
back into the workplace, according to 
new research carried out at the Uni¬ 
versity of Birmingham. 

The study in the Journal of Social 
Policy, found grandparents were the 
first named source of after school and 
weekend care for 36 per cent of school 
entry year children for lone parents. 

Satriani and co to 
unite for show 

GUITAR virtuoso Joe Satriani will en¬ 
tertain fans with a new show coming 
to Birmingham next year. 

The American icon, aged 61, will 
play alongside former Scorpions’ gui¬ 
tarist Uli Jon Roth and Dream Theat¬ 
er’s guitarist John Petrucci. Each will 
perform their own set, followed by a 
massive jam at the end of the show. 

The G3 will be at Birmingham’s 
Symphony Hall on April 30. 


Youths skateboarding on bank roof 


DAREDEVIL youths are skateboard¬ 
ing on the roof of a bank in a stunt 
which has been deemed a health and 
safety risk. 

The risk-taking youngsters are 
said to be accessing the roof of Lloyds 
Bank in Walsall Street, Wednesbury, 
through the trouble-hit neighbouring 
Gaumont Cinema which is currently 
undergoing redevelopment. 

The bank confirmed two incidents 


where youths were skateboarding on 
the roof of the building after gaining 
access through the cinema. 

Wednesbury North ward Council¬ 
lor Peter Hughes said he would be 
requesting a meeting with police. 

Contact 

“I think we definitely need to get 
this looked into a bit further,” he said. 

“We need a more strategic approach 


to it, I’ll get in contact with the local 
police sergeant and see if we can have 
a meeting. I think as councillors we 
need to pop in and have a good look 
with the police and the crime preven¬ 
tion officers and see how we can do 
something to prevent access to the 
roof.” 

Lloyds Bank are said to be aware 
of the issue and have pledged to work 
with the landlord, police and local or¬ 


ganisations in a bid to eradicate fur¬ 
ther incidents. 

A Lloyds Bank spokesman said: 
“We are aware of a recent incident on 
the roof of the building - no custom¬ 
ers or colleagues were involved. 

“We will continue to monitor any 
further activity, and will work with 
the landlord, local police and local or¬ 
ganisations should that be appropri¬ 
ate and necessary.” 


Checks on homes in 
migrant safety fears 

By Richard Guttridge 

FIVE hundred properties will 
be inspected across West 
Bromwich and Smethwick as 
part of a crackdown on rogue 
landlords. 

It comes amid fears migrants 
are being forced to live in poor 
conditions. 

Sandwell Council is poised to set up 
a rogue landlords taskforce to check 
rented properties, particularly shared 
housing being lived in by multiple peo¬ 
ple. It follows increasing fears about 
the quality of accommodation being 
offered to poorer families, including 
people arriving in the UK from abroad, 
who may be being cramped into un¬ 
suitable conditions. 

Council bosses said ‘urgent action’ 
was required and are to apply for more 
than £300,000 in funding to ‘help 
tackle rogue landlords in the privately 
rented sector, who do not comply with 
housing regulations’. 

Demand 

As part of the crackdown, the council 
said 500 inspections would be carried 
out in West Bromwich and Smethwick. 

The council said the increase in mi¬ 
grants settling in Sandwell - which 
rose from 815 in 2015 to 1,025 last 
year - has seen demand for privately 
rented properties soar, as refugees are 
not eligible for council housing. 

Around 80 people, including families 
with children and mostly Romanian, 
were evacuated from the Metro Court 
office block in West Bromwich town 
centre in July, due to fire safety fears. 

Housing chiefs have become in¬ 
creasingly concerned since inspections 
of 200 properties in 2015 revealed all 
required some form of action. 

A council report on rogue landlords 
warned action would be taken against 
landlords whose properties do not 
comply with regulations. 



Ex-Prime Minister Gordon Brown during his talk in West Bromwich to promote his new book 


GORDON Brown says Brexit voters in the West Mid¬ 
lands will face a ‘crunch moment’ next year when they 
realise that voting to leave the EU was a mistake. 

The former Labour Prime Minister says he believes 
that by next summer many people will see that promises 
over immigration and finances made by the Leave cam¬ 
paign have ‘not been delivered’. 

He said it was up to pro-Europe campaigners to put 
forward a ‘game changer’ of an argument to remain in 
the bloc, before launching a potential push for a second 
referendum. Speaking at West Bromwich Town Hall to 
promote his new book, My Life, Our Times, Mr Brown 


said: “We will come to a crunch moment, I believe will 
be next summer, people will realise - those who voted 
Leave - that what was promised has not been delivered. 

“I think at the moment you have got to accept that 
people voted Leave, you have got to respect the vote. You 
have got to wait and see how they react to the negotia¬ 
tions and then you have got to put an alternative view 
forward. That is the point where you have got to make a 
decision on a second referendum.” 

Mr Brown also addressed issues including NHS fund¬ 
ing and tax havens and called on the Government to 
suspend the roll-out of Universal Credit. 


City house 
supply falls 
as Sandwell 
figure rises 

WOLVERHAMPTON is the only city 
in the UK where new property list¬ 
ings have fallen for five months in a 
row according to online estate agents 
HouseSimple.com. 

Its latest property supply index for 
October saw new supply levels fall 4.3 
per cent across the UK from Septem¬ 
ber after a 20 per cent rise a month 
before. 

Wolverhampton’s fall was 3.7 per 
cent after falling 16.1 per cent in Sep¬ 
tember. 

However, West Bromwich saw the 
second highest increase nationally 
last month of 70.6 per cent. Every 
month HouseSimple.com analyses 
the numbers of new properties listed 
by estate agents in more than 100 
major UK towns and cities to compile 
its index. 

The latest index found 75.2 per cent 
of towns and cities saw new property 
listings fall with supply dropping 37.4 
per cent in Torquay and 37 per cent 
in Oxford. Luton saw the biggest rise 
of 72 per cent. 

Alex Gosling, chief executive of 
HouseSimple, said: “A shortage of 
new properties coming onto the mar¬ 
ket has been an issue for as long as 
anyone can remember, and despite 
a substantial boost in supply in Sep¬ 
tember, levels have lapsed again in 
October. 

“The housing market is in des¬ 
perate need of a prolonged period of 
supply growth. We probably won’t see 
numbers jump again this year, but 
steady levels in November and De¬ 
cember would at least give the market 
a strong base going into the new year. 
A shake-up of the stamp duty tax sys¬ 
tem would be a good start.” 

Experts' campaign 
over antibiotics 

SCIENTISTS are uniting to support 
an international campaign around 
antibiotics. 

The World Antibiotics Awareness 
Week began on Monday with the aim 
of increasing awareness about bac¬ 
terial resistance becoming a serious 
threat. The scientists from University 
of Birmingham will be taking part. 

Professor Laura Piddock, of the 
university’s Institute of Microbiology 
and Infection, said: “Antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR) threatens the ef¬ 
fective prevention and treatment of 
an ever-increasing range of infections 
caused by bacteria, parasites, viruses 
and fungi. 

“New resistance mechanisms are 
emerging and spreading globally, 
threatening our ability to treat com¬ 
mon infectious diseases.” 


Get active at exercise 
sessions across Sandwell 



agewell 

sharing experience 


Join one of our weekly gentle exercise 
sessions for the Over 60's and less able of 
all ages. You'll soon notice a difference 
in your health and mobility - and you will 
have some fun too! 

Sessions last 1 -2 hours and cost 
£2.50 each. 
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GUTTERS AND FASCIAS NEED 


GUTTERS FULL 
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BTF Supply and Fit Gutters, Fascias and Soffits. 

We can also clean and fix leaking Gutters Fascias Systems 


BTF 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: Ol 384 568345 
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Champions 
show grit to 
keep people 
on the move 

THOUSANDS of community-mind¬ 
ed Snow Champions will be keeping 
Sandwell moving for the seventh year 
this winter. 

Over the past six winters, 5,000 
Snow Champions have helped to pre¬ 
vent slips, trips and falls for hundreds 
of residents, helping people to get out 
and about. 

The council provides free salt to the 
Snow Champions to use on the paths 
and driveways of elderly or vulnera¬ 
ble neighbours and on slippery pave¬ 
ments. 

Existing Snow Champions who 
need more salt this winter have until 
November 24 to request some for de¬ 
livery before temperatures get chilly. 

Sandwell Council leader Steve 
Eling said: “It’s great to have our 
Snow Champions ready to help people 
this winter. 

“It’s always been a really popular 
scheme and I’m pleased we’re able to 
offer more salt to any registered Snow 
Champions who need it. 

“We’ve found that a lot of people 
won’t have used all of their salt last 
winter as it was fairly mild, so anyone 
who needs some more just needs to let 
us know and we’ll aim to have it deliv¬ 
ered before Christmas. 

Salt can be ordered at www. 
sandwell.gov.uk/snowchampion 

Anyone who doesn’t have online ac¬ 
cess can call 0121 569 6822 between 
9am and 1pm until November 24. 

Swift reaction to 
claims over HMV 

ANGRY fans of pop star Taylor Swift 
have issued threats against a Bir¬ 
mingham store after claims it played 
her new album prematurely. 

Followers of the American sing¬ 
er-songwriter have lashed out on so¬ 
cial media following reports her new 
album was played in full in HMV in 
the Bullring before its official release. 

The store is reported to have played 
the singer’s sixth studio album Repu¬ 
tation - sending fans into a fury on¬ 
line. 

A Twitter user said: “Help! Just 
called Birmingham HMV and they 
have confirmed that they have played 
the album today.” 

The comment has since been liked 
more than 1,000 times on Twitter and 
shared more than 500. 


Traffic warning 

DISRUPTIONS are expected in 
Smethwick, with temporary traffic 
signals in place until December 4, 
while gas maintenance work is car¬ 
ried out in Cornwall Road. The sig¬ 
nals will operate 24 hours a day. 


Himmut's knot fazed by role in 



Sathnam Sanghera with 11-year-old 
Himmut Singh Dhatt, from Oldbury 


HIMMUT Singh Dhatt is getting 
a taste of fame - and he is enjoying 
every minute of it. 

“I think it is really cool how my face 
is everywhere,” the 11-year-old joked. 

Himmut, from Oldbury, got his first 
ever acting role starring in BBC2’s 
The Boy with the Topknot as a young 
Sathnam Sanghera, the journalist 
and author raised in Wolverhampton. 

The 90-minute one-off drama first 
aired on Monday at 9pm. 

Himmut, who landed the role after 
responding to a Facebook advert, 
was at a preview screening held at 
the Molineux with his family, who 
are bursting with pride at what the 
King Edward VI Five Ways pupil has 


achieved. Asked how he had enjoyed 
his acting debut, Himmut said: “I was 
really excited. I kind of knew I wasn’t 
going to get through the audition. 

“I didn’t think I would get the part 
at all. Then surprisingly I have.” 

His mother, Mandip Kaur Dhatt, 
said it was an emotional experience 
seeing Himmut on the screen. 

“When I did first see him my eyes 
just welled up,” she explained. 

“Obviously I went to shoots and 
saw everything happen there and 
everything was ok, but once I saw the 
finished product, I am just so super 
proud of him. 

“It is a very meaningful, true story 
as well and Himmut himself has 


TV drama 

learned a lot through this about men¬ 
tal illness.” 

The drama is based on Sathnam’s 
memoir of the same name published 
in 2009. It tells the story of his 1980s 
childhood spent growing up in Park 
Village. Most significantly it follows 
how he came to terms with finding 
out his father and sister both had 
schizophrenia and had done for many 
years without his knowledge. 

Sathnam said he was impressed 
with the 11-year-old’s debut. He 
added: “He is a very sweet kid who 
obviously reminds me a bit of me. 

“He has got his head screwed on. 
He is really good at acting but he can 
see the wood from the trees.” 


£200m designer outlet 
may create 2,000 jobs 


AMBITIOUS £200 million plans for a 
designer outlet and leisure facilities 
in Sandwell that could create 2,000 
jobs have been revealed. 

A developer is proposing the retail de¬ 
velopment could be built on Lion Farm 
playing fields in Oldbury near to Junction 
2 of the M5. 

Sandwell Council is seeking to give Birming¬ 
ham-based Jeremy Knight-Adams extra time to 
work on the proposals. 

A spokesman said: “I am whole-heartedly 
committed to delivering an exciting project for 
the people of Sandwell. My team and I look for¬ 
ward to fully engaging with all parties as our 
plans evolve.” 

The designer outlet could see top brand 
stores and leisure facilities as well as cafes and 
restaurants open up - rivalling shopping cen¬ 
tres elsewhere in Sandwell such as New Square 
in West Bromwich. 

Facilities 

The proposed site, located off Newbury Lane, 
is owned by Sandwell Council and comprises 55 
acres including football pitches. 

New sports facilities would be built if the 
development goes ahead, which the developer 
would be asked to help fund. 

It is expected a full planning application 
would be submitted by autumn 2018 if the pro¬ 
ject goes to plan. 

Any potential development would need 
consent by the council’s planning committee, 
which could also be referred to the Central 
Government for approval. 

The development was first mooted in 2012 
when an option agreement was made between 
JKA and Sandwell Council over ways to de¬ 
velop the land. 

Regeneration chief Councillor Paul Moore, 
said: “If approved, the extension will give the 
developer sufficient time to consult with local 
people on the plans as well as compiling nec¬ 
essary reports in order to submit a planning 
application.” 


Fancy a night in the cells sir? 



Police and Crime Commissioner David Jamieson and Chief Constable Dave Thompson 


MOST people hope to never end 
up in a police cell - but crime 
chiefs are hoping to recruit volun¬ 
teers to spend time behind bars. 

West Midlands Police and 
Crime Commissioner (PCC) David 
Jamieson is looking to recruit peo¬ 
ple from Wolverhampton and Old¬ 
bury to visit the force’s custody 
suite. Custody visitors are a team 


of people who ensure that people 
kept in the cells are being treated 
properly and fairly. 

The PCC says the scheme is 
running well but requires more 
volunteers to look at cells in Wol¬ 
verhampton, Oldbury, Perry Barr 
and Coventry. 

Mr Jamieson said: “Custody vis¬ 
iting is very much an unsung com¬ 


munity service, which safeguards 
both the detainee and the police. 
It’s also a highly responsible role.” 

Each year nearly 100 volunteers 
make over 2,500 visits to detain¬ 
ees. 

Go to www.westmidlands-pcc. 
gov.uk/your-com missioner/custo- 
dyvisiting 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Cabbie arrested 
after drugs found 

AN Uber driver has been suspended 
after being arrested on suspicion of 
driving under the influence of drugs. 

The driver from Dudley, was 
stopped in Sandwell as part of an op¬ 
eration checking the safety of taxis. 

A small amount of cannabis and 
drug paraphernalia was found in his 
vehicle. His licence has since been sus¬ 
pended by Dudley Council. 

The driver has been released under 
investigation awaiting test results. 

The car was stopped around 11pm 
on Friday, as part of an operation 
held between Sandwell Council’s taxi 
licensing team and West Midlands 
Police. 

Spellar's welfare 
standards hope 

JOHN Spellar says animal welfare 
standards in agriculture could be im¬ 
proved once Britain leaves the EU. 

The Warley MP said it was vital 
that Britain at the very least main¬ 
tained its high environmental and an¬ 
imal welfare standards under Brexit. 

He said British farms and the qual¬ 
ity of food produced will be ‘central’ to 
a successful Brexit. Following a Com¬ 
mons visit by farmers, the Labour MP 
pledged support for an RSPCA accred¬ 
itation scheme, adding: “It’s incredi¬ 
bly important that existing standards 
aren’t watered down.” 

Plan for homes 
in place of pub 

PLANS have been put forward to 
turn a former pub into 32 new homes. 

The properties have been proposed 
for the site of Mill pub in Beaconview 
Road, West Bromwich. 

The homes will either have one or 
two bedrooms, and the site is also set 
to have 38 car parking spaces. 

Charlemont with Grove Vale ward 
councillor Liam Preece said: “The 
area is known for trouble and a spot 
for anti-social-behaviour. 

“Now it is a pile of rubble. Residents 
have not complained about the plans 
and I feel housing will be welcome.” 

Santa Claus coming 
to Blackheath 

BLACKHEATH’S Christmas lights 
will spark into action on Saturday. 

The switch-on in Blackheath High 
Street is taking place at 5pm. 

There will be a day of events run¬ 
ning from between 3pm and 7pm 
which will include food stalls and a fun 
fair for children. 

Santa will be appearing at Black¬ 
heath Library and singers from the 
Coneygre Youth Arts Centre will be 
appearing. 
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rieze. 


SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 


Heze Furniture sells all ranges from simple units for 
all room types to very advanced developments of 
bespoke kitchens & wardrobes. 



Visit us online or come in and meet our friendly 
and professional staff at our brand new showroom 
Open 7 days a week 


CALL NOW | FAST & FREE DELIVERY | www.heze.co.uk 
Unit 5, Imex Auto Centre, Dudley Port, Tipton DY4 7RQ 
Tel. +44 0121 448 70301 Email: office@heze.co.uk 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge I 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



Affordable 

Windows 

Docci ^ Ccr*i«rvRonw ltd 


ANY ONE OF THESE DOORS 
SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

£7491 

INCLUDING HARDWARE 


Great quality. Great service. Great price! 




• Windows • Composite Doors • 

Conservatories • Porches • Repairs 

1 10 year insurance V" Reasons to choose Affordable 

backed guarantee V* Free quotation 

f Energy efficient M FENSA registered 

w Trusted service 

For your FREE quotation, call us now 

07710 434223 

We also fit in: Dudley, Tipton, Sedgley, Wombourne, Wolverhampton, 
Oldbury, Kinsgwinford, Walsall, West Bromwich, Wednesbury 

Reaistered office: Affordable Windows Doors & Conservatories 

U ^ Z |Cfi! 101 Tipton Road, Sedgley West Midlands, DY3 1BZ 

Registered Company Telephone: 01902 827879 | Email: affordablewdc@hotmail.com | www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Pay rise? 

I shouldn’t 
get your 
hopes up 

HERE’S something to give you a warm 
glow on these bitter, cold mornings. Next 
year we will all get bumper pay rises. 

How do I know? The governor of the 
Bank of England says so. A report by 
Mark Carney says pay rises next year will 
be “clustered around 2.5 to 3.5 per cent”. 

The obvious question is how can he 
possibly know this? 

If the figure had been produced by Kim 
Jong Un, it might have carried a bit of 
weight. After all, he and his cronies are the 
ones who decide how much everybody 
in North Korea gets paid. Although I sus¬ 
pect in North Korea, “clustered around 
2.5 to 3.5 per cent” probably means “500 
per cent for Kim Jong Un and an extra 
bowl of rice for everyone else.” 

Mark Carney, though, has no control 
whatsoever over the pay rises people get. 
About the only influence he has is chair¬ 
ing a committee which meets occasional¬ 
ly to set interest rates. 

His forecast is based on a survey of 
major employers, but I really don’t think 
chatting to a few captains of industry 
represents the 4.6 million people in the 
UK who are self-employed. Or the 60 
per cent who work for small and medi¬ 
um-sized businesses. 

Mr Carney, you might remember, pre¬ 
dicted instant economic meltdown if Brit¬ 
ain voted to leave the EU. Well that was 
17 months ago and we’re still waiting. 
And of course, the pollsters forecast a 
comfortable referendum victory for Re¬ 
main, an easy win for Hillary Clinton, and 
a landslide for the Conservatives in the 
summer. Probably best not to spend that 
pay rise yet, then. 

nnn 

JUST when you think you have heard it 
all, Highways England is now carrying out 
an experiment with traffic lights on the 
motorway, where the M6 meets the M62 
in Cheshire. This is on top of the regular 
40mph speed limits we have all become 
accustomed to along the M6. Why not 
just stick a few speed humps in and be 
done with it? 

□ □□ 

MEANWHILE, 22-year-old university 
graduate Eddie Ledsham has quit as a 
trainee teacher, saying he was left “cry¬ 
ing his eyes out” by the workload. His 
grievances include not getting home un¬ 
til 6.30pm, working through lunch, and 
thinking about work while on the train. 

He also said his colleagues criticised 
him when he did wrong, but didn’t praise 
him when he got things right. 

And they wonder what we mean by 
“generation snowflake”. 


More rockets in explosive week at parliament 



Chris Grayling, surely on the wrong track 
when looking at the future of transport 


Michael Fallon, whose fall from grace 
sparked the media’s use of an archaic saying 


Yorkshire vet Julian Norton, as seen on 
Channel 5, with dog slobbering highlighted 


When fireworks fun 
sparks elderly fears 


A READER in her 80s who suffers from an irreg¬ 
ular heartbeat describes her local bonfire night 
as “every bit as frightening as the bombings 
over my home town in the 1940s . . .screaming 
rockets soaring noisily above my garden and 
then exploding with such force the front win¬ 
dow shook.. . little dogs screaming in terror, my 
heart fast and painful.” 

NOW, you may think comparing Bonfire Night 
with the Blitz is over the top. But I remember 
interviewing an old chap in Birmingham whose 
nightly ritual at this time of year was to build 
his own little air-raid shelter under the kitchen 
table where he cocooned himself and his dog 
against the detonations of other folks’ fun. He, 
too, compared Bonfire night to the war. Simple 
question: in the name of having a good time, 
how much of a thoroughly bad time are we pre¬ 
pared to inflict on others? 

“WE’VE seen nothing in our lifetime that can 
compare with the motoring revolution that’s just 
around the corner.” So says Transport Secretary 
Chris Grayling on the advent of driverless cars. 
And yet there’s one massive transport revolu¬ 
tion happening that no-one in Whitehall seems 
to want to see. It is a train in a tube called Hy¬ 
perloop which its Los Angeles makers claim will 
cruise at 600 mph. Meanwhile Britain is plod¬ 
ding ahead with HS2, an unaffordable £100 bil¬ 
lion exercise in using 20th century technology 
to update a 19th century concept to serve 21 st 
century commuters. 

AFTER taking up cudgels and leaving some- 


THE BEST OF 

one in the lurch, here’s another ancient expres¬ 
sion that’s long overdue for modernising. When 
Michael Knee-Toucher Fallon was sacked as 
defence secretary, the media agreed his was 
the first scalp in Westminster’s sex scandal. 
Scalp? For goodness’ sake, how long is it since 
American Indians gave up scalping people? 

AS Parliament agonises about the latest rash 
of sex scandals, one reader wants to make the 
point that not all victims of sexual assault are 
scarred for life. As an airmen in the RAF at the 
age of 19 and 20, he was regularly stripped and 
groped by about a dozen older women at the 
local laundry. Far from complaining, he recalls it 
was “rather empowering, being an object of lust 
or desire.” No wonder some blokes recall Na¬ 
tional Service so fondly. The key word in all this, 
of course, is consent. By coincidence, another 
male reader writes to say he’s still traumatised 
by the “initiation” he suffered as an apprentice 
at an engineering works in the Black Country, 
courtesy of the women from the machine shop. 
They stripped him and smeared his nether re¬ 
gions with engineering grease. He recalls noth¬ 
ing but “anguish, pain and suffering.” 

THERE’S a modern trend for couples to com¬ 
bine their surnames when marrying, sometimes 


to preserve the bride’s maiden name and some¬ 
times just to look posh. But there are risks. A 
Daily Telegraph reader recalls a couple who, 
despite the urgings of their friends, declined to 
become double-barrelled. Which is perhaps as 
well. She is Carr and he is Parkin. 

THE Yorkshire Vet (C5) introduced us to a par¬ 
ticularly revolting habit - kissing pets. A woman 
repeatedly allowed her dog to lick her on the 
mouth. Do these owners never watch what their 
pets are up to? As they snog their cats and 
dogs in full view of the rest of us, do they ask 
themselves what was the last thing the animal 
was licking? 

IN one of those little annual rituals that bare¬ 
ly gets a mention in the media, bellringers all 
over England have been preparing for this sa¬ 
cred weekend of remembrance by fitting leather 
pads and straps to the clappers of their great 
bronze bells. This creates what is known as the 
“half-muffled” effect. If you ever wondered why 
the bells sound different on Remembrance Sun¬ 
day, that’s why. 

THE timing of the Armistice on November 11, 
1918, was down to fate. Another victory or de¬ 
feat on the Western Front could have brought 
the ceasefire forward to spring or pushed it 
back to mid-winter. As it is, remembrance sits 
very well with mid-November. The chilly clos¬ 
ing-down of the year reflects the sad draw¬ 
ing-down of blinds in bereaved households. It 
wouldn’t be the same if we gathered at the war 
memorial in shorts and T-shirts.. 


TOmNGPOjN^^ 

Bus travel: 
I just want 
to be left 
in peace 

AS a regular bus user, my other half just 
loves to hear my tales of the daily journey 
to and from work (!). 

Eveiy day, she awaits my boring con¬ 
versations like . . . “So this bloke sitting 
next to me said . . .” or “You know that 
woman on the bus?” 

Like the time I waited more than an 
hour for the 154, but a 59, 89 and number 
6 turned up and I calculated I could have 
caught all three of those instead. Mind 
you, I always bore her anyway. 

But I digress. There is a serious side to 
this point. Remember Doug Paulley? He 
is the wheelchair user who, more than a 
year ago, opened a can of public trans¬ 
port worms. 

The pensioner won a landmark Su¬ 
preme Court case allowing bus compa¬ 
nies to ask non-disabled passengers to 
vacate in favour of wheelchair users. He 
had begun his fight five years previously 
when he was left at a bus stop as a moth¬ 
er with a buggy refused to budge. 

The ruling sparked a wheelchair versus 
buggies debate. Who warrants space? 
Who is the most needy? 

Often we hear of passengers refusing 
to give up their seat for the elderly, or for 
pregnant women. My own view, is that in 
a day and age when many buses are full 
of mod-cons, like digital stop displays, 
CCTV, wi-fi and charging points, surely 
there is room for wheelchair users and 
buggies alike. 

Many drivers have refused to get in¬ 
volved, saying they have enough to con¬ 
tend with keeping to routes and times 
and ensuring people pay. 

Meanwhile, passengers, are told to 
‘see something, say something’. Very ad¬ 
mirable, and of course if there is a serious 
incident, one would like to think that peo¬ 
ple wouldn’t just sit in silence. 

However, many of us just want to sit in 
peace, read the paper, listen to music and 
not disturb others. So, to that end, I have 
made my own list of what would make my 
bus journey more pleasurable. 

Have money ready before boarding 
the bus and don’t fiddle about looking 
for change when you step on; put the 
paper back in the rack, please; take rub¬ 
bish with you instead of leaving papers 
shoved down the side of seats and bot¬ 
tles and cans rolling around; more impor¬ 
tantly, I may appreciate your music, but 
you don’t have to share it with me. Turn 
it down! 

Oh, and why do some people insist on 
sitting by the aisle seat with their bags 
on the window seat next to them? Just 
budge over, for heavens sake. 

MARK SHIPP 


BETTA BUILDINGS 


SHEDS * 6ARAGES * GARDEN BOOMS ♦ LOG CABINS 


The Dalbury 

Garden Room 



Free Laminate Flooring 
& External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2495 


Wooden 
Sheds 



A huge range instock 

from £274 


• Old Buildings Removed 


•Base Laying Service 
• Free Quotations 


Summer 

Houses 


FREE 

FITTING 




A huge range in stock 

from £599 


Concrete 

Garages 


FREE 

FITTING 


■~1 

A huge range in stock 

from £1657 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


• Made to Measure 

• Lined and Insulated Options • Huge Range 


Visit our website: Call us now: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 0121 553 4682 


7 x Golden Charter 

Funeral Planner £ 
of the Year 

(West Mids. & N. Wales) 


,OV 



Walters 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 




A family owned and run company providing five generations of quality care since 1850. 
Multi-Award Winning Funeral Director I Featured at the 'Black Country Living Museum' 

TIPTON - 85 Dudley Rd. 

t: 0121 557 1347 

SEDGLEY - 21 Bilston St. 

t: 01902 885339 

BILSTON - 153-159 Dudley St. 

t: 01902 495384 

Upholding family values for over 165 years - 
'Allow Our family to care for Yours' 

waltersfunerals.co.uk 














































Spreading Americana is a real turn-off 


HAS anyone noticed just how much Amer¬ 
icana there is in British life and on TV? I 
was channel hopping recently after an auto¬ 
matic retune, and was shocked at how much 
violence, sloppy cartoons and inane serials 
there are from across the Atlantic. 

And I watch British made TV shows and 
see people high fiving each other for the 
least reason, calling each other guys regard¬ 
less of gender and acting silly akin to our 
neighbours across the pond. After a while it 
becomes tiring and makes one long for some 
Britishness, even BBC English! 


If we are to set sail on our adventure free 
from the EU, then I sincerely hope that we 
don’t adopt more American ways, especially 
the more violent ones. When you sit and 
consider the racial hatred, gun ownership 
and associated gun crime, religion, Trump 
and a national ego which tends to assume 
that the rest of the world is crying out for 
the American dream, then you will see that 
we should have as little to do with America 
as possible until they become civilised. 

MR C K MILLWARD 
Tipton 


Gambling 
on houses 
is not fair 

THREE months ago, the 
E&S ran a story of a cou¬ 
ple who could not sell their 
£150,000 house, which they 
had bought 10 years before. 

I reckon if auctioned it 
might bring £110,000. Your 
editorial suggested a fund 
to compensate, but the coal 
authority will only consider 
that if the house goes down 
a hole, which they do not 
even advise you exists. 

I had the same problem 
15 years ago and sold a 
£95,000 house for £70,000. 
I suggest the coal author¬ 
ity compensates if the mine 
shaft was plotted after the 
house was purchased. 

I now see Tom Watson 
MP is trying to control gam¬ 
bling. 

See the connection? 
House buyers gamble on 
a mine shaft appearing on 
some coal authority map, 
yet they have placed no bet. 

You would think MPs, in 
an area dotted with mine 
workings, would be up in 
arms, but not so. I have 
written to Mr Watson but 
without response. 

ROBERT WHITE 

Wigmore 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Sandwell Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, sandwell.chronicle@ 

51-53 Queen Street expressandstar.co.uk 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


Young adulation of 


Corbyn so 

THE adulation of Jere¬ 
my Corbyn by many of the 
young is puzzling. He is not 
particularly intelligent and 
he lacks charisma. His pol¬ 
itics are a recital of dreary 
discredited Marxist cliches 
that are very unoriginal. 
He represents policies that 
have failed miserably wher¬ 
ever they have been tried. 

Corbyn has aligned him¬ 
self to a like-minded group 
of hard-left rebels, not one 
of whom has achieved an¬ 
ything noteworthy. They 
project themselves as a 
community of virtue in a 


puzzling 

world in which the forces 
that support the poor are in 
a constant fight with the evil 
forces of the global banks, 
imperialists, Zionists, the 
media and Tories. 

A deeply worrying aspect 
of Corbyn’s message to the 
young is his belief that the 
individual is never at fault. 
He rejects the notion em¬ 
bedded in Christian moral¬ 
ity that evil is to be found in 
us. In brief he rejects humil¬ 
ity. It is a repellent recipe 
for social division. 

ALAN DAVIS 
Darlaston 


Remember 
their wives 

WE have read much of the 
bravery and dedication of 
our armed forces, home 
guard, munitions workers 
and others during the Sec¬ 
ond World War but I have 
never seen mentioned the 
wives of servicemen. 

These women were left to 
raise children whilst subject 
to bombing and not know¬ 
ing whether their husbands 
were alive or dead. They had 
to exist on a soldier’s pay 
whilst some in protected oc¬ 
cupations were striking for 
more money and feeding a 
black market. 

In 1940, with father in the 
Army, my mother had four 
children under the age of 
13, had three jobs and still 
managed to clothe, feed and 
spend valuable time with us. 

God knows how she man¬ 
aged and stayed sane, but 
if anyone deserved a medal 
she and the women like her 
did. 

BRIAN OSBORNE 

Dudley 

Spend cash 
more wisely 

RELATING to the letter by 
R Gwilliams relating to the 
total refurbishment of Cav¬ 
endish House instead of its 
proposed demolition. 

I totally agree with the 
comments and many sug¬ 
gestions etc. Enough money 
has already been spent on 
the Market Place area, and 
Churchill Precinct is an ex¬ 
ample of the problems that 
already exist with so many 
empty shops. 

There is certainly no need 
to even contemplate build¬ 
ing another shopping area. 

MRS G IDDLES 

Tipton 



• Windows 

• Composite Doors 

• Porches 

• Patio Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Window & Door 
Repairs 

• Fascias/ 
Guttering 

• Building Work 

• Misted-up Units 


Established over 20 years 

Tel: 01215442222 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP www.window-warehouse.com 

email windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 

Visit our showroom: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm Sat 8am-1pm 
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One of the UK’s Largest 
Stockists of 9ct Gold Jewellery 


VALUE FOR MONEY 


HUGE 

SELECTION OF 
SECONDHAND 
GOLD JEWELLERY 

FROM 
ONLY£50 





Payment Plan now available 
up to Christmas Eve 



0121 556 6868 
15 Market Place, Wednesbury. WS10 7AY 


www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk f Li 


KITCHENS AND BATHROOMS 

-_ 


INTERNET PRICES IN STORE 



5 PIECE SET VANITY UNIT, 
SINK, TOILET & SOFT CLOSE 
SEAT, TOILET UNIT 

£ 199.00 


FULL BATHROOM SUITE 
BASIN, BATH, 
TOILET & SOFT 
CLOSE SEAT 

£ 199.00 



FREE TILES 

ON ALL FULLY INSTALLED 
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS* 


HURRY! 

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 
INSTALLATION DATES 
STILL AVAILABLE* 


REPLACEMENT 
KITCHEN DOORS 

FROM £10.00* 


LESS ABLED 

BATH TO SHOWER 
CONVERSIONS 


LARGE SELECTION 

OF COMFORT 
HEIGHT WC’S 


interia 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 

Call now for your FREE SURVEY 



0121 505 1132 


www.interiadesigns.co.uk 
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Sandwell workplace injuries 
higher than national average 


WORKPLACE injuries happen in Sandwell at a rate far above 
the British average, new figures reveal. 494 injuries for every 
100,000 workers in the area were reported to the Health and 
Safety Executive in 2016/17. 

In Britain overall, 263 injuries were reported for every 100,000 workers in 
2016/17. Sandwell ranks 15th out of 381 local authorities for workplace injuries. 
A spokesman said the higher amount of injuries may correlate to the ‘prevalence 
- of high-risk industries locally’. 


Councillor 
hits out at 
fly-tipper 

A COUNCILLOR has branded an in¬ 
cident of fly-tipping ‘disgraceful’ after 
rubbish including tyres were dumped 
on a road. 

Elaine Costigan appealed for infor¬ 
mation about the waste, which was 
left behind on New Street in Wednes- 
bury on Tuesday, adding the incident 
was ‘unacceptable’. 

The Wednesbury North Councillor 
warned Sandwell Council was looking 
into the incident, but expected the 
rubbish to be cleaned up within 24 
hours. She said: “It is just not accept¬ 
able. Fly-tipping posters will be going 
up and the rubbish will be collected 
within 24 hours. If anyone sees any 
incidents of fly-tipping, please report 
it.” 

Pictures of the scene show piles 
of tyres, a kitchen unit and tree 
branches sprawled on the pavement. 


Brett Dixon, president of the As¬ 
sociation of Personal Injury Lawyers 
(APIL) a national not-for-profit group 
which represents people suffering 
needless injuries, added: “The good 
news is that no workers were killed in 
the area and there has been a national 
long-term downward trend in the rate 
of both injuries and deaths in work¬ 
places. Our concern is that safeguards 
which protect workers are not unrav¬ 
elled by the Brexit process.” 

Workplace deaths in Britain have 
fallen by 85 per cent since the intro¬ 
duction of the Health and Safety at 
Work Act in 1974. 

“Health and safety legislation and 
subsequent case law have been huge 
players in making our workplaces 
safer, and much of that has its roots in 
Europe,” said Mr Dixon. 

“The Government has the power to 
pick out what is needed and dispense 
with what is not when EU laws are 
converted into UK laws under the Re¬ 
peal Bill. This process needs the most 
vigorous parliamentary scrutiny so 
that the laws which protect workers 
are not unravelled. 

“Let’s hope that next year we’re 
looking at figures which show a reduc¬ 
tion in workplace injury in Sandwell, 
and that everyone who goes out to 
work returns home,” Mr Dixon added. 


Trapped man rescued after racking collapses 



The team of rescuers at the warehou 

THIS was the dramatic scene after a 
man became buried under a landslide 
of refrigerated goods inside a ware¬ 
house. An inquiry has got under way 
into the drama, which led to a four- 
hour rescue operation 

The Health and Safety Executive is 
expected to be involved in discovering 
how storage racks collapsed at the 
Central Supplies warehouse Saltbrook 
Road, Cradley. 

The 54-year-old victim and the 


forklift he had been driving were com¬ 
pletely buried. Fire crews from Haden 
Cross and Stourbridge together with 
the West Midland Fire Service Tech¬ 
nical Rescue team led the operation. 

Watch Commander Anthony Ding- 
ley explained: “It happened in a large 
storage area with six or seven bays of 
high racking. 

“One of the racks had collapsed, 
burying the forklift truck and its 
driver under tons of refrigerated prod- 


Photo: @TechRescueWMFS 

ucts.Ten or 11 bales had dropped down 
with each weighing around a ton.” 

The man was not visible under the 
mountain of milkshakes, milk and en¬ 
ergy drinks but the rescuers quickly 
made verbal contact with him. 

Watch Commander Dingley said: 
“It took us a while to get a location 
for him and about four hours to re¬ 
lease him. He was a brave bloke and 
conscious throughout. It was lucky he 
could still breathe.” 


Stars from 
films and TV 
at Comic Con 

A STAR-STUDDED line-up of special 
guests will be ready to meet fans at 
this year’s Birmingham Comic Con. 

Star Wars icon Anthony Daniels, 
Doctor Who star Pearl Mackie and 
Game of Thrones and Harry Potter 
actor David Bradley are among those 
set to appear. 

Anthony Daniels is best known 
for playing the part of C-3P0 in Star 
Wars. He is the only actor to have ap¬ 
peared in all of the major films in the 
series, as well as its many spin-offs. 
Pearl Mackie, meanwhile, played the 
role of Bill Potts, the 12th Doctor’s 
companion. 

David Bradley is best known for 
portraying Argus Filch in the Harry 
Potter film series, as well as Walder 
Frey in Game Of Thrones. 

The NEC event, running from No¬ 
vember 18 to 19, will also star actor 
Keith Allen and Pokemon voiceover 
star Veronica Taylor. 

They will be joined by fellow stars 
from the likes of Walking Dead, Star 
Trek: The Next Generation, actress 
Denise Crosby, Dr Who actor and mu¬ 
sical comedian Bernard Cribbins, Star 
Wars: Rogue One actor Guy Henry 
and Primeval and Wireless star An¬ 
drew Lee Potts. 

Former Doctor Peter Davison will 
be among several stars appearing in 
the memorabilia area. 

Brum family wins 
new cooking show 

A FAMILY from Birmingham has 
been announced as the winners of 
new BBC show The Big Family Cook¬ 
ing Showdown. 

The Gangotra family - made up of 
42-year-old Bobby, her sister 41-year- 
old Lorna and 33-year-old sister-in- 
law Monica - grew up on home-cooked 
traditional fare. 



VERY 


the RIGHT decision this AUTUMN and give RYDALE a ring 


Cleaning Services now available to restore 
all your uPVC products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning available. 


No deposits or stage payments, you only pay 
when the installation has been completed 


Windows, Doors, 
Conservatories, 
Orangeries, Porches, 
Fascias and 
Soffit Boards 


Visit one of the largest conservatory 
and window shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON NOVEMBER INSTALLATIONS 












































Giant Snow Lion 
set to prowl centre 



The giant animatronic white lion who will be at the 
centre with the Red Queen 

A HUGE Snow Lion will greet shoppers at West Brom¬ 
wich’s New Square Shopping Centre next month. 

Visiting from the Forests of Eternal Snow and accompa¬ 
nied by the Red Queen, whom he is charged to protect, the 
giant white lion will walk through New Square, as a myth¬ 
ical emblem of the season, celebrating the light of human 
kindness in the depths of winter’s darkest days. 

One of the largest animatronic creatures in the UK, 
measuring two metres high and five metres long, combines 
cutting-edge animatronic puppetry, sound effects and 
music with a breathtakingly realistic appearance. 

It will be at the centre from 11am to 4pm on December 
16. Meanwhile, Santa’s Grotto will also be returning on 
November 25. 


Shoplifter 
jailed after 
trying to 
stab guard 


Make ifmut 
utidheA a %eality 




A THUG, who tried to stab a supermarket se¬ 
curity guard barely a month after assaulting 
a shopkeeper, has been jailed for two years. 

Ian Bartley drew a knife after being detained and 
held in a head lock by Colin Whitehouse while trying 
to flee on a push bike after stealing £98 worth of air 
fresheners from Asda in Wednesbury, a judge heard. 


The 29-year-old shoplifter 
then warned ‘I am going to 
stab you’ and a witness later 
told police he saw Bartley 
miss with a swing of the 
knife towards the back of 
the security guard, Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court was 
told. 

Mr Whitehouse managed 
to grab hold of the arm hold¬ 
ing the knife as up to five 
customers and passers-by 
rushed to help suppress the 
thief whose arm was report¬ 
edly broken in the ensu¬ 
ing struggle on September 
10, continued Mr Howard 
Searle, prosecuting. 

He was held until the ar¬ 
rival of police who had been 
looking for the defendant 
since August 1 when he 
attacked shopkeeper Kam- 
raj Sangha. Mr Sangha 
was alerted by his staff as 


By John Scott 

Bartley left Sanghar Stores 
in Church Street, Bilston 
without paying for nine jars 
of coffee valued at £31. 

There was a scuffle as the 
defendant desperately tried 
to escape during which Mr 
Sangha felt a scratch to his 
arm after the thief produced 
a hypodermic needle, said 
Mr Searle. 

Bartley managed to es¬ 
cape but dropped his wallet 
with ID as he fled while Mr 
Sangha went to hospital 
for tests which fortunately 
showed he had not been 
infected by the needle, the 
court heard. 

Bartley from Ferraday 
Street, Tipton, admitted 
two thefts, assault and 
possession of an offensive 
weapon. 


enhance ymvi dome this wintex 
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■ Quality Double Glazing you can trust Lt- t—_ a 

www.westmidlandsglazing.com 


| West 
Midlands 
DOUBLE 
GLAZING 

Quality Double Glazing you can trust 


Mi 


WINDOWS, DOORS AND 
CONSERVATORIES 
FROM WEST MIDLANDS 
DOUBLE GLAZING 
FANTASTIC RANGE & 
STYLES FOR ALL BUDGETS 


CALL NOW: 
0800 080 7076 
0121 532 0784 


FOR A FREE NO 
OBLIGATION QUOTE 


WINDOWS I DOORS I CONSERVATORIES PORCHES I GUARDIAN 
ROOF I ROOFS ROOFLINE I DRIVEWAYS I BUILDING WORK 


m ^ SandweU Age UK Sandwell 
"'age Day Care ( " t 

Day Care for older people 


Age UK Sandwell Day Centre is based 
in Beeches Road West Bromwich, 
and offers activities for older people 
aged 50+ including: 

• Home cooked meals by our 
experienced cook. 

• Exercise sessions and other physical 
activities to maintain and improve mobility 

• Day trips/days out 

• Quizzes and other group games 

• Support with mobility problems and personal 
care from NVQ Qualified, 

trained and experienced care workers 

• Transport to and from the Day Centre 
each day 

• Lunch club drop in sessions 

• Full day care sessions are provided for older 
people with dependent or personal care 
needs,those with very poor mobility and/or 
have been assessed by Social services. 

This service costs £26.49 per day with a 
subscription charge of £8.50 per day for 
activities,transport and meals. Lunch club 
drop in sessions are also available to any older 
person who wishes to attend social activities 
and make new friends. 

This costs £15.50 per day for activities and 
meals plus £2 for transport if required. 

Taster sessions are available so call now on 
0121 525 2499 to arrange your place. 



Volunteering with Age UK Day Care. 

We are always looking for people 

who can help us at our Day Centre, making 
cups of tea, helping out in the kitchen or 
running an activity session. 

Our volunteers receive FREE training in care 
work, so if you would like to apply please 
contact us on 0121 500 1860. 

Age UK Sandwell Day Care 

la Beeches Road, West Bromwich B70 6QE 
e daycare@ageuksandwell.org.uk 
10121 525 2499 

www.ageuksandwell.org.uk 



Passenger Services 


HIRE A MINIBUS FOR YOUR GROUP 
TRAVEL ADVENTURES. 



With CT Passenger services 
you can hire: 

■ Accessible and non-accessible 
minibuses 

- Available Monday fo Sunday 
day & night 

- At competitive prices 


Our minibuses can be hired on a self drive basis or with a friendly 


and professional driver, who can get you from A to B with ease. 


For more Information on group 
travel services call our 
Sandwell office on 
0845 - 209-0191 

Or visit our website: 
www.ctpassenger.org 



Our minibus hire services are available across Sandwell. 
Birmingham and Wolverhampton 

CT PaManyir Is a of lha OKartty Community Tnw pprt. Cbartty mjmp»r 3471)1 
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Jack taking flying lessons in a Tiger Moth Billy Holmes and his family (Jack second right) Jack (left front row) on National Service 



Receiving Honorary Membership from Vaughan Meers 



IN 1934 the aircraft depart¬ 
ment of the old Norwich firm 
of Boulton & Paul Ltd was 
sold off and became Boulton 
Paul Aircraft Ltd, and began 
looking for new premises. 

A site adjacent to the new Wol¬ 
verhampton Airport at Pendeford 
was chosen and in 1936 the com¬ 
pany began moving into the new 
factory. 

The 600 Norfolk workers faced 
a stark choice, move to Wolver¬ 
hampton or lose their jobs, and 
most made the move. 

One who came was Billy Holmes 
who wondered what he was bring¬ 
ing his family to as the train rat¬ 
tled through the grim industrial 
landscape of the Black Country, 
but was pleasantly surprised by 
the rural aspect of the new fac- 


MEMORY LANE 


By Alec Brew 


tory. An outpost of East Anglians 
settled in Fordhouses, Claregate 
and Bilbrook. His two sons Jack 
and Brian settled into new schools 
and were eventually apprenticed 
at Boulton Paul themselves. 

Testing 

Jack was to spend his whole 
working life there, working as a 
youngster on the famous Defiant 
fighter, and then after the War, 
and a break doing his National 
Service, in the RAF, on the Balliol 
trainer. 

He eventually ran the non-de¬ 
structive testing department 
(X-ray). He took up flying for a 


while, with company - subsidised 
flying lessons at Wolverhampton 
Aero Club, but marriage and fam¬ 
ily commitments put paid to that. 

Even after retirement Jack was 
not finished with the company. 

He became one of the founder 
members of the Boulton Paul As¬ 
sociation preserving and restoring 
examples of the company’s air¬ 
craft, including practically sin¬ 
gle-handedly building a replica of 
the Defiant. 

When the factory finally closed 
the association’s activities were 
forced to contract, but in 2014 
Jack was made the first Honorary 
Member of the Tettenhall Trans¬ 
port Heritage Centre in recogni¬ 
tion of his outstanding commit¬ 
ment to preserving local aviation 
history. 



Jack restoring a Balliol trainer 



Quality 
Affordable 


CARERA 



Visit our large beautiful 
showroom with all products 
display for a warm welcome 

Make the right choice for your new windows, conservatories, orangeries and porches 

Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, it has had the same owner since it opened in 1989. Call them now for your 


FREE no obligation quotations. Our visit takes approximately 20-30 minutes 


Any Conservatory 

(Victorian / Edwardian / Garden Room) 

includes: © Brick Built Base/ 
Dwarfwall © Heating Systems 
© Electrics © Tiled Flooring 
© Window & Door Blinds 



Introducing the 
next generation of 
windows and doors. 


Windows. Doors. Porches. 
Orangeries. Conservatories 




The Lugano Collection 

These world class products meet the 
highest standards of performance. 

These include all the features 
that today's homeowners want. 
Outstanding energy efficiency, 
sound insulation, superb security, 
easy maintenance and long life. 



© Top Quality A Rated 
Products At Great Prices 





© Yale Locking Systems 

© Swish Window 
& Door Systems 

G No Deposit Required 


© Payment On Completion 
/ Satisfaction 

© Full 10 Year Guarantee 


© 28 Years Trading - 
Same Owner 


01384 442 490 


www.carerawindows.co.uk 

24, Junction Rd, Audnam, Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 

























































Teenage rider 'could 
have killed brother' 


A TEENAGER went on a danger¬ 
ous driving spree on a motorbike 
with his younger brother on the 
back, a court heard. 

Kyle Evans, from Dorsett Road, 
Wednesbury, was tracked by a police 
helicopter for more than 30 minutes 
while he drove across playing fields, 
pavements and on the wrong side of 
the road. 

Evans was told by Wolverhampton 
Crown Court Recorder Geoffrey Kelly that 
he could have killed his younger brother. 

Police footage showed Evans drive dan¬ 
gerously over speed bumps and across an 
island on Roberts Road, Fairpark Road, and 
head towards Price Road in Wednesbury. 

The 18-year-old had pleaded guilty to 
dangerous driving with no licence at a 
hearing at Walsall Magistrates on Septem¬ 
ber 27. 

Pavement 


Alison Scott-Jones, prosecuting, said: 
“Officers were in a helicopter and they 
spotted some young men on bikes near the 
M6 and M5. 

“This bike had a young passenger on it 
with no helmet on. He was seen driving 
straight over a roundabout and did not 
even look. He was then on the wrong side 
of the road and drove over the pavement. 

“After releasing the passenger he was ar¬ 
rested at his home address.” 

Evans had no previous convictions. The 
court heard he was very remorseful. 

Ms Kavita Kumar, defending, said: “He 
accepts that not only could it have put peo¬ 
ple in danger but also the life of his younger 
brother. It has been a sharp warning, he 
understands the seriousness of this.” 

Evans was given a six-month sentence 
suspended for 12 months, along with a cur¬ 
few for three months from 7pm to 5am. He 
was also ordered to pay £250 costs and dis¬ 
qualified from driving for 18 months. 


Schoolboy’s special poem 



Matias Irish, aged 10, from Rowley Regis with his Remembrance poem 


HE’S only 10, but Matias Irish is 
very aware of the significance of Ar¬ 
mistice Day. The schoolboy penned 
a poem of remembrance honouring 
fallen soldiers ahead of November 
11 on Saturday. 

Matias, a Year 6 pupil from Row- 
ley Regis, wrote the poem, called 
‘Fallen People’, as part of a project 
after his teacher asked students to 
make something for Armistice Day. 

Headteacher of Netherton 
Church of England Primary School, 
Andrew Rushton, was so impressed 
with the poem they showed it 
around the school. Matias’ mother 
has since printed out the poem and 
framed it, where it is hanging up at 
home. Mr Rushton said: “I was very 


impressed with the poem. He put 
his name on the back of it but I said 
put it on the front.” 

Fallen People, by Matias Irish: 

Fallen clouds, Fallen people, 
Fallen trees, As the world began to 
cease. 

The earth shook, Hell took, And all 
the heavens gave a sad look, As the 
world began to cease. 

The earth torn, Not a single grain 
of corn, More people die at the 
break of dawn, As the world began 
to crease. 

As the population decreases, 
The world shatters into pieces, The 
world left with huge creases, All the 
world ceases. 

All they’ve done for us. 


v 4 

-' No Membership Required. Open To The Public, All Prices Include VAT 
> -.Free parking for customers, whilst shopping in theltore. .i 
Terms and conditions apply. See in store for details. Pictures for illustration purposesonly 

CHRISTMAS 
BARGAINS! 
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Mon 9.30am - 6pm • Tues 9.30am - 6pm • Wed, Thurs, Fri 9.30am - 8pm Sat 9.30am - 7pm • Sun 11 am - 5pm (Birmingham) • Sun 10am -4pm (Bilston) 



GREEN PARCEL 
LED TREE 

80cm RRP £49.99 Latifs £19.99 
1.2m RRP £69.99 Latifs £24.99 
i.5m rrp £ 79.99 Latifs £39.99 
1.8m RRP £99.99 Latifs £59.99 







COLOUR CHANGING 
WITH FIREWORK 
BURST TREE 

80cm RRP £79.99 Latifs £34.99 
1.2m RRP £99.99 Latifs £44.99 
1.5m RRP £129.99 Latifs £59.99 
1.8m RRP £149.99 Latifs £79.99 



70CM ACRYLIC 
STANDING 
REINDEER WITH 
90 WHITE LED 
LIGHTS 

RRP £99.99 

Latifs £39.99 



, * - - *** i 


COLOUR 
CHANGING 
BUTTERFLY TREE 

80cm RRP £79.99 Latifs £36.99 
1.2m RRP £99.99 Latifs £49.99 
1.5m RRP 129.99 Latifs £64.99 
1.8m RRP £159.99 Latifs £84.99 



3PC (15cm/20cm/15cm) 

GLITTER 
PARCELS WITH 
40 WARM WHITE 
LED LIGHTS 

(Silver/Cream/Red/ 

White/Gold) 

RRP £49.99 

Latifs £21.99 



LED STRING 
MULTI-FUNCTION LIGHT 

(Blue/Multi-colour/Red/Warm white/White) 

Suitable for indoor/outdoor use 

100 LED RRP £19.99 Latifs £4.99 
200 LED RRP £24.99 Latifs £5.49 
300 LED RRP £29.99 Latifs £7.49 


EASILY THE LARGEST SELECTION OF LIGHTS/XMAS CARDS/GIFT BAGS/GIFT 
WRAP/TREES/TREE DECORATIONS AT LO LO PRICES! 


ho P could <3ivt VtomeleSS do<gs 
lik-C w*e «. CVWist** 

New Yeov ditt^ev 
to wate w-S 






feel loved 


DONlf 

BY TEXT 


FEED33 £1 - £5 
or £10 to 70070* 


CALL 

0121 643 5211 


BY POST 


Birmingham Dogs Home, Sun- 
nyside Centre, 

Dark Lane, Cross Green, 
Wolverhampton WVIO 7PN 



KALTUN 24PK 
500ML WATER 

RRP £2.99 


Latifs 


£ 1.49 


NICKY LEMON 300 SHEET 
KITCHEN ROLL 
TRIPLE PACK 
(3 ROLLS) 




£ 1.99 
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. MEGASOFT 
QUILTED 
18 TOILET 
ROLLS 


JUST 

£ 1 . 99 ! 


WEETABIX 

24s SSSP £2.49 

Latifs 




PEPSI 500ML 
24 PK FOR 


£ 4 . 99 !! 



BENROSS 

HALOGEN 

HEATER 


1200 watt, 3 bar 
Anti-tilt safety shut off 
RRP £24.99 


Latifs 


£9.99 



;bir minghamdogshome.org.uk 

kivirvg sfroy dogs happier tomorrows 



BIRMINGHAM CITY CENTRE BILSTON WOLVERHAMPTON 

New Canal Street, Digbeth, B5 5PL LOXDALE STREET, WOLVERHAMPTON, WV14 OTP 


0800 00 92 555 www.latifs.co.uk 
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Restaurant and 
hotel earmarked 
for the go-ahead 

A 84-bed hotel and restaurant could be built in West 
Bromwich. 

The Premier Inn hotel would be built next to New 
Square Shopping Centre in Congregation Way if plan¬ 
ning officers’ recommendations for approval - with con¬ 
ditions - are accepted. 

The building will provide for 84 bedrooms, with a 
Brewers Fayre restaurant on the ground floor. The hotel 
will operate on a 24-hour basis. 

Developers say it will be a ‘prominent leisure offer’ 
and ‘economic driver’ for the area. 

A Design and Access statement to a Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil planning meeting reads: “The design of the proposed 
building seeks to reflect a contemporary design which 
responds to the site’s prominent location alongside a 
main route into New Square and West Bromwich Town 
Centre.” 

There would be parking for 58 cars, including four dis¬ 
abled spaces. Councillor Bawa Dhallu, who represents 
the West Bromwich Central ward, hailed the develop¬ 
ment. 

He said: “It will be a boost for the region as a whole 
because jobs will be created and it will bring more people 
to the town.” 



Re-enactor Joshua Jones from Tipton kneels before the poppies at Tipton Library 


Library unveils poppy 
remembrance garden 


A SPECIAL tribute to the fallen was 
unveiled at a Black Country library 
to mark Remembrance weekend. 

People young and old have been 
working on creating a ceramic poppy 
garden over the last three weeks. 
And the results of their efforts have 
gone on display at Tipton Library. 

More than 200 poppies made from 
clay have been laid out beneath the 
list of local servicemen who lost their 
lives during the First World War. 

The libraries team thought the 
project would be the ideal way for 
the community to mark 100 years 
since the conflict. 

A ceramic garden featuring 1,500 
flowers had previously been a suc¬ 
cess so it was decided to embark on 
a similar venture for Remembrance 
Sunday. 

With the help of arts group Crea¬ 
tive Black Country, people were in¬ 
vited into the library to make their 
own poppies. 

Library manager Robert Hazel 
said: “Members of the local history 
group went to the National Memo¬ 


rial Arboretum and we said it would 
be nice to do some sort of memorial 
for the 100th anniversary of the war. 

“Creative Black Country came in 
to do a workshop with library cus¬ 
tomers who made a number of pop¬ 
pies.” 

The tribute is particularly poign¬ 
ant as it has been unveiled beneath 
the list of war dead. 

Mr Hazel said he was pleased the 
project had brought people from the 
area together for such an important 
cause. 

“The great thing about them is 
they are made by local people,” he 
said. “We called it a community gar¬ 
den and it is a community garden. 

“A big part of it is the memorial 
board where a lot of people look to 
find their relative. We have moved it 
to a prominent position. 

“Some of the poppies have been 
made by people who have got rela¬ 
tives who died in the war and have 
written their names on.” 

Around 200 people turned out for 
the launch of the poppy garden. 




free childcare / early education 


IN SANDWELL 



DO YOU QUALIFY? 

Do you have a child who is 3 or 4 years old? 

Do you earn at least the equivalent of 16 hours 
at national minimum wage or living wage? 






5an<toel 




For further information and to find out if your child is 

eligible visit www.sandwell.gov.uk/30hours 

or call Sandwell Family Information on 0121 569 4914 


Relatives in 
tribute to 
'foundation 
of family' 

RELATIVES of a woman who died after being 
struck by a car which failed to stop in Bir¬ 
mingham have paid tribute to the ‘founda¬ 
tion’ of their family. 

Krishna Devi Droch, aged 62, was hit as she 
crossed Rookery Road near its junction with Soho 
Road in Handsworth at around 11am on Thursday. 

Three people were arrested on suspicion of causing death 
by dangerous driving and 
have since been released 


pending further investiga¬ 
tion. 

A fourth person, a 47-year- 
old man, has handed himself 
in at a police station and will 
be questioned on suspicion 
of causing death by danger¬ 
ous driving. 

Support 

The victim’s relatives 
said: “Our family has been 
left heartbroken. Krishna 
Devi Droch was not only a 
mother but a daughter, sis¬ 
ter, grandmother and aunt. 

“This is not only a loss to 
the family, but a loss to the 
community. Through her 
kindness and support she 
was the foundation of our 
family. 

“Although nothing can 
ever replace what we have 
lost, her love and care will 
stay with us forever. 

“We urgently appeal to 
anyone who has information 
about the incident - please 
come forward.” 

Police believe three cars 
were involved in the inci¬ 
dent and are continuing 
their appeal for witnesses to 
contact them. 

Detective Sergeant Paul 


By Clare Butler 


Hughes, from the force’s 
collision investigation unit, 
said: “We think that a 
Vauxhall Zafira was being 
followed by a Corsa and a 
Mondeo as it travelled along 
Rookery Road. The Zafira 
then crossed to the wrong 
side of the road around a 
‘keep left’ bollard and it is 
at this point that it struck 
the victim as she crossed 
the road. 

“All three vehicles sped 
off after the collision. How¬ 
ever the Zafira was found 
burned out just two hours 
later in Romulus Close. 

“We have since also re¬ 
covered the Corsa and the 
Mondeo and all three vehi¬ 
cles are being forensically 
examined. 

“Specially trained officers 
continue to support the 
family and the thoughts of 
officers remain with them 
at this sad time.” 

Anyone with information 
should contact the Collision 
Investigation Team through 
101, quoting log 817 of 9 No¬ 
vember. Or, contact Crime- 
stoppers anonymously on 
0800 555 111. 


Railway exhibition 

THE Warley National Model Railway Exhibition takes 
place next weekend. 

Organised and run by members of Warley Model Railway 
Club, the exhibition is being staged in Hall 5 of the NEC on 
November 25 and 26. 

The club is based in Oldbury and the majority of its 
members live in the West Midlands area. 






















Turning lives around 
from alcohol battle 


NHS HEROES 

ONCE again we focus some of 
our time on the quiet heroes of 
the NHS, from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a wide varie¬ 
ty of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust is one 
of the Black Country’s largest 
NHS organisations. 

It employs 7,500 people, many 
of whom live locally. 

Last year, the trust provides 
care from 150 locations. 

This week we highlight: 

ARLENE COPLAND 

Alcohol specialist nurse 



CARING Arlene Copland is 
one of the nurses respon¬ 
sible for helping to turn the 
lives around of patients bat¬ 
tling alcoholism. 

The 47-year-old heads up the 
new alcohol team at Sandwell and 
West Birmingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust (SWBH), where she pro¬ 
vides support to those who misuse 
the substance. 

Her work within the much-needed 
service is not easy, as alcohol abuse 
in the area costs the NHS around £72 
million a year. 

Mum-of-one Arlene, who has organ¬ 
ised a string of events at the Trust dur¬ 
ing Alcohol Awareness Week, which 
started on Monday, explained: “The 
fact is alcohol is the biggest killer in 
the country, even higher than drugs. 
When people drink alcohol excessively, 
they risk having serious health-related 
problems, such as cancer, stroke, and 
high blood pressure. 

Challenging 

“The social impact is also signifi¬ 
cant. People who are addicted to alco¬ 
hol can risk losing their job, hurting 
their family emotionally and physi¬ 
cally, and they can become homeless 
as they lose their income. It’s a very 
serious issue.” 

Arlene has worked as an alcohol 
specialist nurse for the past 15 years, 
and recently joined SWBH. It can be a 
challenging role, but helping patients 
is what drives her. 

“I still remember a woman who 
came to us for help,” added Arlene, 
“She couldn’t cope with separating 
from her ex-partner, so she used alco¬ 
hol to manage her depression. 

“When she came to the hospital, we 


provided her with constant support 
and referred her to a charity. Now, she 
has stopped drinking and is volunteer¬ 
ing to help people who also suffer with 
alcohol problems. When she said thank 
you to me and the team, I felt all the 
hard work had been worth it.” 

She continued: “It’s a challenging 
but interesting area. People may think 
it’s just about asking patients to stop 
drinking, but it is more complicated 
than that. 

“I truly believe that the best care for 
patients who have a problem is to un¬ 
derstand the root cause of their addic¬ 
tion. I have met many who go through 
some critical moments in their lives, 
such as bereavement, and that in turn 
can lead them to using alcohol to help 
them cope with the pain or depression 
they are suffering. So it’s important to 
take time to understand their needs 


and show them that we are always 
here for them. 

“Our new team works very closely 
with local charities Swanswell and 
CGL (Change, Live, and Grow) as 
well as our Emergency Departments, 
and Acute Medicine Units, to provide 
patients clinical and social support, so 
that they can start taking control of 
their drinking.” 

Arlene is now living in Staffordshire 
and enjoys meditating and loves cy¬ 
cling to work. Her own hero is one of 
her colleagues, Consultant Sally Brad- 
berry. 

“Sally is one of the main reasons 
that I came to work at SWBH. She is a 
national figure who is famously known 
for her excellent work in alcohol abuse. 
She also comes across very supportive 
and passionate. I feel really lucky to be 
able to work with her in this role.” 
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We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


Aston 7 ! 


Auctioneers & Valuers 


* Officially appointed Auctioneers & Valuers to West Midlands Police * 
* The only NAVA accredited chattels auctioneers in the Midlands * 

* As seen on various TV channels including ITV and Channel 5 * 



IMAVA 



Rare O Gauge Marklin Cock O The North Model Train 
SOLD FOR £10,500 HAMMER PRICE 


FREE VALUATION DAYS in Dudley 

Every Wednesday 10am to 4pm - Free Parking & Free Tea/Coffee 
Aston's Auctioneers, Baylies Hall, Tower Street, Dudley DY11NB 

Our experts are here to value your items. 

* Jewellery, Coins, Wrist and Pocket Watches, Silver, Medals. 

* Antiques, Collectables, Ceramics, Sports Memorabilia etc. 

* Vintage toys including Dinky, Corgi, Matchbox, Star Wars, Sindy. 

* Hornby & other Model Railways and Model Kits inc. Airfix. 

* Designer Clothes & Handbags - Vintage & Modern Fashion. 

* Film & Music Memorabilia inc. Cinema Posters & Vinyl Records. 

* Comic Books including Marvel, DC, Batman, Spider-Man etc. 

* Cameras, Lenses & Photographic Equipment inc. Leica & Nikon. 

www.astonsauctioneers.co.uk 



November Auctions 

Monday 27th November at 10am 

General & Collectables Auction 
inc. WEST MIDS POLICE LOTS 

Monday 27th November at 3pm 

Vintage & Modern Fashion Auction 

Tuesday 28th November at 11am 

Cameras & Photographic Auction 

Thursday 30th November at 10am 

Toy & Model Railway Auction 

Visit website for full details & catalogues. 
You can Bid Live Online with video link! 


01384 931001 
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We have the latest 
technology in Alloy Wheel 
Repair, so contact us to book 
in your cracked or dented 
Alloy Wheels. 


INTERNET SEATING PRICES!!! 

www.addisontyrecentre.co.uk ExdUSiVB 

B Addison Tyre Centre, QAddison tyres member of 

Monday-Friday 8.30am-5.30pm | Saturday 8.30am-4.00pm gym 

0121 557 4019 


Addison Tyre Centre, 52A High St, Princes End, Tipton DY4 9HP 



v-_- 


Kings Square, West Bromwich - 
Open Monday to Saturday until Christmas 
(including Christmas Eve) 

Re-opens 27 December 2017 

West Bromwich High St Market 

-Open Monday to Saturday 
(including Christmas Eve) 

Re-opens 27 December 2017 

Oldbury Market 

Adjacent Sainsbury’s 

Mondays,Tuesdays, Wednesday, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 

All Markets are closed on 
25 and 26 December plus 1 January 2018. 
For details of opening times, contact the 
Markets Manager on 0121553 3074 


Great Bridge Market, 

Town Centre Car Park 
Wednesdays and Saturdays 

Wednesbury Market, 

Adjacent to Morrisons Tuesdays 
(Brie a Brae), Fridays/Saturdays (General Goods), 



Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 


WEST BROMWICH TOWN 

CHRISTMAS TlGl4jS 
SWITCH ON£01Z 

*-• p 

REGGIE & BOLLIE WILL BE SWITCHINGTHE 
LIGHTS ON AT 6.30PM 

THROUGHOUT THE EVENT MR BLOOM FROM 
CBEEBIES WILL BE PERFORMING ALONG WITH 
CRE8 DANCE GROUP, CHARLIE HiELIE AND NEW 

DYNAMIX 

I* 1 

PRESENTING 
i*HE SHOW* 

WILL BE DAN 
& NAOMI 
FROM^ 

* THE FREET 

JJradio 

• BREAKFAST SHOW - 




^IlkWEST BROMWICH 

Business Improvement District 



• Qilim'GaEMh 


Rear of 64 High Street | . 

Phone : 0121-553-0666 

www.westtimberandsteel.co.uk 


HOME 

m COMFORTS 


CARPETS, BEOS, BUNDS, SOFAS 
ALL AT UNBELIEVABLE PRICES 

FREE QUOTATIONS 




OPENING TIMES Mon • Fri 9.30 ■ 5pm, Sat 9.30 • 4pm 
215 WALSALL RD, STONE CROSS B713HS 
0121588 5904 • homecomfortsx@hotmail.com 


C0Gffl,GECE3 CCDGEEffiQ 





Transfers 




pfi? 

UMM 02! Epfl? ACCESSORIES AND MORE.. 


Unit 32, Queens Square Shopping Centre, 
West Bromwich B707NJ 
130121 5254329 
Open Mon-Sat 9:30am-5:30pm 


10 Townsend Place, Kingswinford 
DY69JL 

S 01384 295395 
Open Mon-Sat 9:30am-6:00pm 


info@fonestech.co.uk www.fbnestech.com 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 



Place your items for sale with great 
offers from the Express & Star and 

reach over half a million people* 


We don’t have any hidden fees, expensive delivery charges 
or commission payments - just a great service, at great value 
for money enabling you to buy and sell locally. 


Contact us today to place your advert 


TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


*SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local ClassifiedAds 








































































square 

I shopping centre 


CHRISTMAS 

_ LIGHTS SWITCH ON __ 


HIGH STRICT. WISI.UIIOMWICH. U ra\tQuU* AMLfc V FOUNTAIN Slot) 

LIGHT SWITGH'ON AT G'30F?M by REGGIE & BOLLIE 


Reggie a 
FROM X 


Mr Blo^Jm 
FROM CBEEBIES 


imwic! 

arpls 


nofr(ii)hmAnis« will hit .iv,iiIhI>I*» 


WEST BROMWICH TOWN 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
SWITCH ON§017 # 

SATURDAY ♦ 
25TH NOVEMBER 


4.30PM TO»7PM 


HIGH STREET, 
WEST, BROMWICH 

(FARLEY FOUNTAIN)** 

' M 9 


_JlkWEST BROMWICH 

Business Improvement District 




^yisTHNOM 


Queens Square have got your Christmas wrapped 
up with 6 jam-packed days of FREE fun! 

iit us each week to enjoy a different activity in centre! 






SATURO^ ^ 


queens 


AIN 


Characters will be making personal appearances at intervals 
throughout the day. Please see website for more information 


LIFE MADE SIMPLE 

n # www.queenssquaresc.co.uk -s- free wifi 
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Not all shows are available on all breaks. 
Please call for details. 


Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 
/ A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a 
TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 
/ Free time in London 


Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course evening meal and full 
English breakfast / A show ticket for a Saturday 
matinee performance of a TOP West End Show from 
our fabulous selection / Free time in London 


NOW INCLUDING 


TO CHOOSE FROM 


Return coach travel from Cannock, Dudley, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 


Saturday Night 
London Theatre 

Selected Saturday departures until June 2018 


London Theatre 
Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Selected Saturday departures until June 2018 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


©ooc 


42nd Street, Aladdin, Annie, 

An American in Paris, Dreamgirls, 
Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, Matilda, 
Motown, The Phantom of the Opera, 
School of Rock, Stomp, The Lion King, 
Wicked and more...! 


O & I £159 


1 ■95pp 


View product online at Quote code: 

www.omega-holidays.com LMU373 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


£ 169 — 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Quote Code: 

UCV609 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


Organised by Omega Holidays Ltd, 
ABTAV4782. 


Apply online today! 




COSELEY 

Vi . 3TOGY 

PRIMARY 


Applications for pupils starting Reception class 
in September 201 8 are now open. 

For more information email or call us on 

0121 565 8890 
info@ctp.shirelandcat.org.uk 


Online admissions are now open 
www.coseleytechnologyprimary.org.uk 


f/CoseleyTP @Coseley_TP 


Riders are 
still Bound 
for Glory 

Black Star Riders, Wulfrun 
Hall, Wolverhampton 

THREE and a half decades 
ago, Phil Lynott finally 
called it a day on what was 
arguably one of the most in¬ 
fluential hard rock bands in 
existence, Thin Lizzy. 

If only he could see his 
legacy now: Black Star Rid¬ 
ers, with Lizzy’s guitar hero 
captain at the helm, Scott 
Gorham, who, alongside 
the incredibly charismatic 
Ricky Warwick on vocals, 
blasted a Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Hall audience into 
oblivion with a superb set 
of awesome tunes and mas¬ 
terful musicianship, the like 
of which Phil would have 
loved. 

Following on from a raft 
of support bands, keeping 
the roadies extremely busy 

- probably the best of which 
was up-and-coming rock 
radio darlings Tax The Heat 
with their stylish swagger - 
the Riders took to the stage 
and rattled through a hand¬ 
ful of tunes, leaving the 
Wulfrun faithful, mostly of 
a certain age, trying to catch 
their breath. 

It was soon apparent the 
band which had evolved 
from a touring version of 
Lizzy, is now very much es¬ 
tablished as an indelible im¬ 
print on today’s rock scene. 

Riders’ classics - which is 
quite an achievement after 
just five years in existence 

- were rattled through, in 
a set full of light and shade, 
lasting well over 90 minutes, 
from the anthemic Finest 
Hour and Bloodshot, to the 
flighty Dancing With The 
Wrong Girl, it was a treat. 

GRAEME ANDREW 



A scene from the show showing Carole (Bronte Barbe) in the recording studio 

Beautiful is just that in 
so many different ways 


Beautiful, Birmingham Hippodrome 

IT’S simply called Beautiful - but the mu¬ 
sical about Carole King could just as easily 
have had the words brilliant, breathtaking, 
blessed or brave in the title. 

The show at Birmingham’s Hippodrome 
featuring the American singer/songwriter 
brought home the full breadth and impact 
of her career. There may be plenty of B 
words on the list to describe her but when 
it comes to talent she is strictly A-list. 

The production covers King’s life from 
a 16-year-old classical music student up to 
her seminal album Tapestry which was re¬ 
leased in 1971. In those 13 years she met 
and married songwriter Gerry Goffin and 
had two children, the first while still a teen¬ 
ager struggling to make it in the piranha 
pool of showbiz. 

King sold her first song It Might as Well 
Rain Until September to New York impre¬ 
sario Donnie Kirshner while still a teenager. 

That was followed over the years by 100 
hit singles which have been recorded by 
more than 1,000 artists. The show tells how 


THEATRE REVIEWS 


ByTonyAttwater 


she and Goffin were signed to Kirshner’s 
songwriting factory. They were spurred on 
by their rivalry with another duo, Barry 
Mann and Cynthia Weil, who were a major 
force in their own right. 

Bronte Barbe played King and you 
couldn’t fault her acting or singing. You 
could see why Kane Oliver Parry as Gerry 
won her heart and Amy Ellen Richardson 
and Matthew Gonsalves were convincing 
and funny as their friends and rivals. 

The script was smooth and unforced while 
the set shifted effortlessly - one moment 
in an office then suddenly The Drifters or 
Righteous Brothers would be in full show 
mode. It closed of course with Beautiful off 
Tapestry which earned a standing ovation. 

Beautiful will be back at the Hippodrome 
from January 31 to February 3 and at Wol¬ 
verhampton Grand from June 12 to 16. 


HALF PRICE 


SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
JUST £2.00 PER MONTH (INC. P&P) 



To subscribe call our free customer 
care hotline on 0800 146 540 


Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: Europe £73.56, 
rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, Direct Debit or Pre-payment) 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

MAGAZINE 

































Plant’s firm roots help 
him carry on with fire 


HE is a regular face at Mo- 
lineux and he could never 
be accused of forgetting his 
Black Country roots. 

“I had two cats when I first got 
my current home, 26 years ago, 
and I called them Tipton and 
Dudley They miaowed with a 
Black Country accent,” said Rob¬ 
ert Plant. 

In an interview with Uncut maga¬ 
zine, the West Bromwich-born rock 
legend spoke about his early life in the 
Black Country and his continued asso¬ 
ciation with the region. 

Last month he released a new solo 
album, Carry Fire, and will soon play 
at Wolverhampton’s Civic Hall and the 
Birmingham Symphony Hall. 

Asked about persistent references 
to the seasons in his new album, Plant 
said: “I live in the seasons. I live on the 
edge of the great industrial swirl of the 
wondrous Black Country. 

Impressive 

“But I can dive in there and enjoy 
the greatest tribe of people on the 
planet or just head west. 

“I can actually meld, bit by bit, into 
what the physicality or the silence or 
the bustle or the clutter offers me.” 

Plant, who lives near Kiddermin¬ 
ster, is of course famed for being the 
front man of Led Zeppelin but he has 
now racked up an impressive 11 solo 
albums dating back to 1982. Next 
year he turns 70 and 2018 will also 
be the 50th anniversary of the legend¬ 
ary band. In the interview Plant, was 
asked about the tower block photo¬ 
graph on the back of Led Zep IV. 

He said: “It’s in Winson Green. 
There were two towers blocks in Dud¬ 
ley and John Bonham lived in one of 
them. It looked just like that. He made 



The former Led Zeppelin front man turns 70 next year 


in the whole of Dudley? It’s your peck¬ 
ing car!’ It was very funny.” 

Over the years, Plant has found him¬ 
self in some pretty unusual situations, 
not least an appearance on Saturday 
morning television show Tiswas. 

Bizarrely, he was made to made to 
stand in a pot and had water periodi¬ 
cally thrown at him. 

Asked how he will celebrate his 70th 
birthday next year, he said: “When I 
was 60, I had a night of humour with 
my friends at the village pub. Frank 
Carson and Tommy Mundon, the Black 
Country comedian, were the stars. 

“Neither of them are with us any 
longer, but everyone remembers how 
they laughed.” 

Plant’s sell out tour sees him travel 
to Plymouth and Bristol before his 
home-coming gig at the Civic Hall on 
November 20. 



Plant with Tiswas presenter Sally James 


the mistake of buying a second-hand 
Rolls Royce and parking it at the bot¬ 
tom of the council tower block. 

“So every morning he came down it 
had been keyed . . . and keyed . . . and 
keyed. I said ‘what’s the odd thing out 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer Than 
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with Sandwell 


Monday 20 November at 6.30pm 
Wednesbury Library, WSIO 9EH 


0800 358 0899 

www.sandwell.gov.uk/fostering 
or visit I? SandwellFostering 


Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 
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Carillion 
sells £l3m 
slice of its 
operation 

THE Black Country-based 
Richardson family has 
snapped up some of the as¬ 
sets of struggling construc¬ 
tion group Carillion. 

Wolverhampton-head¬ 
quartered Carillion is 
selling off parts of its oper¬ 
ation as it seeks to rebuild 
its finances in the wake of a 
massive fall in share value 
after revealing a £1.15 bil¬ 
lion half-year loss. 

The group has now sold 
its 67 per cent shareholding 
in property development 
company Ask Real Estate 
and a 50 per cent stake in 
separate entity Ask Ca¬ 
rillion Developments, for 
£13.8 million to Dukehill. 

Shopping 

Based in Oldbury, Duke¬ 
hill has a £60.8m-turnover 
and specialises in commer¬ 
cial and residential prop¬ 
erty development. It is 
owned by the Richardson 
family, headed by surviv¬ 
ing twin Roy, who were 
the original developers and 
owners of the Merry Hill 
Shopping Centre. 

Of the £13.8m, £lm is 
dependent on the sale of 
100 Embankment in Sal¬ 
ford, to be paid by Dukehill 
within five business days of 
signing the sale documen¬ 
tation. 

Carillion has appointed 
a new chief executive An¬ 
drew Davies, currently 
chief executive of Wates 
Group, to lead its turna¬ 
round. 


FOCUS ON OLDBURY 


Police swoop over tint 
windows and tobacco 


A POLICE operation targeting drivers with tints on their 
windows has seen 14 prosecuted - with three of those 
netted in the first 10 minutes. 

During the operation on the Tividale Road in Oldbury officers 
also made one arrest for possession of a baton and saw one driver 
prohibited from the road for tyres said to be in a ‘dangerous con¬ 
dition’. 


The sting saw members of the 
West Midlands Traffic Department 
road danger reduction team and 
Oldbury Police make one seizure, 
one arrest for an offensive weapon, 
one car was prohibited for being in a 
dangerous condition and one driver 
was prosecuted for no licence or in¬ 
surance. 

According to authorities, the law 
states that windscreens must trans¬ 
mit 75 per cent of the available light 
and drivers’ windows must transmit 
70 per cent of the available light. 

Penalties for illegally tinted win¬ 
dows depend on the severity of the 
tint with between 70 per cent and 
50 per cent earning motorists a ‘ve¬ 
hicle defect rectification notice’ en¬ 
suring motorists remove the tints 
within 14 days. 

If the tint is between 50 per cent 
and 30 per cent the motorist will get 
a £100 fine and will have to remove 
the tints at the roadside. 

Tints that only transmit between 
30 per cent and zero per cent of 
the available light will see drivers 
struck with three points, a £100 


By Luke Bartlett 

fine, or alternatively a court ap¬ 
pearance. Meanwhile, Oldbury was 
included in a crackdown on illegal 
tobacco, with around £70,000 worth 
seized from four shops as part of a 
wider scheme. Council detection 
dog Ted was used to sniff out the il¬ 
legal goods across the shops in West 
Bromwich and Oldbury. 

The businesses were targeted on 
Wednesday throughout the day in 
the illegal tobacco raids - with the 
crackdown coming as part of the 
wider Safer 6 campaign. 

Councillor Elaine Costigan, cab¬ 
inet member for public health and 
protection, has pledged the council 
will take action against the four 
shops. She said: “I wanted to see 
the team in action to get an idea 
of the problems they face when 
dealing with this particular crim¬ 
inal activity and to understand all 
the work that goes on behind the 
scenes before the raids are carried 
out.” 



Councillor Elaine Costigan with some of the confiscated illegal tobacco 


Bulley's 
double 
success 
in awards 


COMMERCIAL property 
specialists Bulleys, which 
has an office in Oldbury, 
has been named as the 
most active agent in the 
Midlands in two separate 
sets of awards. 

The chartered surveyor, 
which also has premises in 
Telford and Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, was declared most ac¬ 
tive by number of disposals 
in the Midlands Industrial 
list of the CoStar Agency 
Awards 2017. 

The awards, presented 
on October 12, recognise 
the UK’s top commercial 
property agencies through 
analysis of thousands of 
deals collected by CoStar 
over 12 months. 

The following day Bul¬ 
leys, established in 1965, 
was named as most active 
in the West Midlands for 
2017 by the Estates Ga¬ 
zette. It was named both 
industrial and overall win¬ 
ner for the West Midlands 
in the EGi Deals Competi¬ 
tion for 2016 in March. 

Rod Spiby, partner at 
Bulleys, said: “We were 
delighted to receive these 
latest awards from CoStar 
and Estates Gazette, which 
both recognise the ongoing 
hard work undertaken by 
our agency team. We feel 
the awards highlight our 
widely respected reputa¬ 
tion as local and regional 
specialists in the field of 
industrial and commer¬ 
cial property consultancy 
across the Midlands.” 



Oldbury Civi&Square 

Friday 17th November, 4|>m -'7pm, Switch on at 6.30pm 


INSULATED REMOTE ROLLER 
GARAGE DOORS 

SECTIONAL OVERHEAD DOORS 


IRAGE DOORS 



ALL INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN 


HENDERSON, CARDALE, GARADOR, 
HORMAN, WESSEX 


FRONT GUARD ENTRANCE DOORS 

ALL INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN 

HENDERSON CARDALE GARADOR HORMAN WESSEX 


B&L Shutters and Garage Doors Ltd 

Unit 4 Hainge Business Park, 

Hainge Road, Tividale, B69 2NU ( QF 

Telephone: 0121 557 0260 ^ m 

Email: info@bandlshutters.co.uk www.bandlshutters.co.uk 


ubhi’s 


t 


KITCHENS & FURNITURE 



Serving Oldbury for over 11 years 


To all those who will be joining us at our 
recruitment fair in Sandwell 

M A DAY 

Wm IETuDO <2X§u®QX3a 

It's not too late... there's still time to join! 

10:00am-2:00pm WednesburyTown Hall, Holyhead Road, Wednesbury WS107DF 


Age UK Sandwell, Agewell Sandwell, Bangladeshi Women Association, Barnardos, Beacon 
Centre for the Blind, Beanstalk, Black Country Living Museum, British Heart Foundation Charity 
Shop, Community Transport, Complete Kidz, Fab Lab Sandwell, Healthwatch Sandwell, Home 
School Enterprise, Ideal For All, Job Centre Plus (DWP), Midlands Air Ambulance, Murray Hall 
Community Trust, National Memorial Arboretum, North Smethwick Development Trust (NSDT), 
NYAS, OSCAR Sandwell, POhWER Advocacy, Recovery College, Rights and Equality Sandwell, 
RSPB, Sandwell Advocacy, Sandwell Council Disability Day Services, Sandwell Libraries and 
Information Service, Shelter Charity Shop, The Children's Society, The Dorothy Parkes Centre, 
Together Smethwick (St. Albans, Smethwick Can & Brushstrokes, Soho Friends & Neighbours), 
Victim Support, West Bromwich African Caribbean Resource Centrem, YEST, SWEDA, Mytime 
Active, Sandwell (Alcohol Awareness), Volunteer Centre Sandwell 


For further information email: reuben@volunteercentresandwell.co.uk 
Visit our website: www.volunteercentresandwell.org.uk 
Tel: 01215448326 




Large selection of Metal beds, Leather beds, Crush Velvet beds, 
Ottoman beds and Divan beds 


33 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury Town Centre B69 4DY 

0121 544 4449 

www.capricorninteriors.co.uk 

Open Mon-Sat 10am-5.30pm 
Open Sunday 11.00am - 3.00pm 

Small Deposit Secures Price 






MASSIVE 

KITCHEN SALE 

NOW ON 

UP TO 60% OFF 
CERTAIN 
RANGES 


DESIGN AND FITTING SERVICE 

www.ubhikitchens.co.uk email:ubhis@outlook.com 

Britannia Street, Tividale Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2PG.Tel: 0121 557 7222 



Find us on 35 
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SANDWELL COLLEGE 

SCHOOL LEAVERS 

OPEN EVENTS 


CENTRAL CAMPUS, 1 SPON LANE 


CENTRAL SIXTH, NEW SQUARE 


FOR A LEVELS & 


WE’RE NEXT TO THE BUS & METRO STATIONS IN WEST BROMWICH 

0800 622 006 apply now Ofstecl 

www.sandwell.ac.uk FOR SEPTEMBER 2018 KL. 


RAL CAMPUS, 1 SPON LANE, WEST BROMWICH, B70 6AW. CENTRAL SIXTH, NEW SQUARE, WEST BROMWICH, B70 7PG 
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Nestled in the heart of Langley 
Green Village, catering for 
all ages and groups. 

Book Your Christmas Party 
or Your Christmas Lunch 




Full Carvery every Sunday 

Please check out our website for other days available www.crosswells.co.uk 
Live Sport, Pool, Masters Pub Poker, Entertainment, Beer, Garden, 
Baby Changing Station, Disabled Access & Facilities, Large Car Park 

Function Room to hire for your special occasion 
Friday 15th December Ladies Night (strippers) £15 per ticket - 7pm 
Saturday 23rd December Free entry 7pm all ages welcome 
Christmas Eve Eve Party Many prizes to be won 
info@crosswells.co.uk 




Merry Christmas To All Our Customers Old and New 



Langley Christmas 
t^Sight Switch OriS 

Saturday 25th Novembe^\ 
IV 4.00pm-7.00pm ISj| 
L Switch on 5.30pm 


RAF Cadets Parade 
Table Top Sale 
Fun Fair 

Santa and his Sleigh 
Grotto 
School Choir 



community and send season s greetings 
to all our neighbours... 


asking men from Chtnustry* 


Solvay Oldbury 

P.O. Box 80, Trinity Street Oldbury B69 4LN 

Tel: 0121 552 3333 Fax: 0121 541 3444 


Robin Williams * 
BUTCHERS 

CHRISTMAS ORDERS 
NOW BEING TAKEN 

Merry Christmas to all our 
customers past and present 

34 Rood End Road, Oldbury, 

West Midlands B68 8SG 
0121-552 1911 




BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 


Place your items for sale with great 
offers from the Express & Star and 
reach over half a million people*. 

We don’t have any hidden fees, expensive delivery charges 
or commission payments - just a great service, at great value 
for money enabling you to buy and sell locally. 

Contact us today to place your advert 

TELEPHONE-01902 317878 
ON LINE - bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 

*S0URCE: Jicreg 01.10.2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local ClassifiedAds 
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Daily Carvery Only £3.45 


Sunday Carvery £4.95 

12 noon - 4.30pm 


WHY NOT 
TRY OUR 
NEW MENU 

Mon - Sat 
12 noon - 2.30pm 
Mon - Thur 
6pm - 8pm 


THE BEST ENTERTAINMENT IN TOWN 


Fri 17th Nov Alex Plus Disco 
Sat 18th Nov A.K.A. Ska Face 
Sun 19th Nov Starmakers Karaoke 


Mon 20th Nov Bens Disco & Karaoke 
Tue 21 st Nov Predators Karaoke 
Wed 22nd Nov Yanas Big Night Out 


Thurs 23rd Nov Starmakers Karaoke 
Fri 24th Nov Dazzlers Plus Disco 
Sat 25th Nov The Party Poppers 




High Street, Blackheath 

Tel: 0121 561 5599 

MON-THURS : 12.00-2.30PM, 6-8PM | FRI-SAT 12.00-2.30PM 
Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 


f 
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We serve until lam on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, lam Thursday, Till Late Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun 
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£7.99 


2 FOR 1 

Faggots, Chips & Peas 
Sausage, Egg, Chips & Black Pudding 
Fish, Chips & Mushy Peas 
Black Country Ploughmans 

BLACK COUNTRY PIES 

Sausage & Black Pudding 
Faggot Pie 
Mince Beef & Onion 

BREAKFAST PIE 

Choice of Sausage, Black Pudding, Beans or Mushrooms 

TOAD IN THE GARDEN 

T Bangers & Mash with Gravy in a T 

Giant Yorkshire Pudding 

fd TRY OUR SPECIALS OF THE WEEK 


0121 544 0045 

WHITE SWAN 5 Church Street, Oldbury B69 3AD 



Saturday 18th November 2017 at 2 pm 


WE CATER TO YOUR NEEDS 

)] Catering Services 

Call us today! 

We will work 
specifically 

to your budget 

07793 544959 

Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/jjcaterin/ 



Bananarama tour? 
Wo hoard a rumour 


I t’s been quite a year for 

Bananarama. Sara Dallin, Keren 
Woodward and Siobhan Fahey 
have been sweeping all before them 
- after Siobhan rejoined the band 
for a massive tour. 

The singer had left Bananarama in 1988 to form 
Shakespears Sister, with whom she played until 
1996. She then appeared in films and recorded 
music alone, as well as appearing with Dexys 
Midnight Runners, before agreeing to rejoin 
Bananarama in February this year for a major tour. 

And the band’s shows have been well received by fans 
who have relived their youth to such hits as It Ain’t What 
You Do. . ., Really Saying Something, Shy Boy, Cruel 
Summer, Robert De Niro’s Waiting. . ., and Love in the 
First Degree as well as the US number one Venus and 
other hits like Cruel Summer and I Heard A Rumour. 

Bananarama had been formed by Sara, Siobhan and 
Keren in 1981. When Siobhan quit, Jacquie O’Sullivan 
joined and they enjoyed more hits with songs like I Want 
You Back and Help. Jacquie later left and Sara and Keren 
enjoyed success as a duo with Movin’ On and More, 

More, More. 

The band’s achievements speak for themselves. They 
have enjoyed two Band Aid appearances, an entry in the 
Guinness Book of World Records as the most successful 
female band worldwide with the most charting singles, 
all of which were international hits, four hitting the US 
Billboard Top 10 including a number one with Venus. To 
date they have had 32 Top 40 UK hits, released 10 albums 
and sold 30 million records. 

TEENAGERS 

The band formed when teenagers and childhood 
friends Sara and Keren met Siobhan. Sara and Siobhan 
were studying journalism at the London University of Arts 
(London College of Fashion) and Keren was working at 
the BBC. 

About to be thrown out of the YWCA for ‘keeping 
late hours’ Sara and Keren 
bumped into ex-Sex Pistol 
Paul Cook in the club 
Taboo. He offered them 
a place to stay above the 
Sex Pistols’ old rehearsal 
room. He ended up 
producing their first single 
Aie A Mwana. One early 
radio play from legendary 
DJ John Peel was all it took 
to catch the attention of ex- 
Specials singer Terry Hall, who 
tracked the girls down and asked 
them to perform on The Fun Boy Three 
single It Ain’t What You Do. 

They went on to support everyone from 
Iggy Pop to Paul Weller (Paul went on to pen 
a track for the band’s first album) appearing on 
numerous TV shows while still being so skint they 
were using the baths at the local swimming pool 
for£1 a throw. 

For the next 10 years the girls were 
everywhere and so were their hits. They became 
internationally hot property when hits Cruel 
Summer hit the US Billboard Top 10 with their 
video filmed in New York. 

Identifying the right producers/collaborators 
at the right point in their career was always 
their strong point from Jolley and Swain who 
produced their debut album Deep Sea Skiving 
and follow up Bananarama to Stock/Aitken/ 

Waterman who produced the platinum-selling 
WOW!, to Youth with Pop Life. 

In 2005 they were picking out Swedish 
hitmakers Murlyn to produce the album Drama 
(singles Move In My Direction and Look On 
The Floor Top 20 UK, US Billboard dance 


Back in the day - Keren Woodward, 
Sara Dallin and Siobhan Fahey 
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number two) and in 2009 they found a perfect foil in 
Ian Masterson (Pet Shop Boys, Girls Aloud, Kylie) who 
produced the album VIVA. 

Bananarama like the Go Go’s and the 
Bangles were not a manufactured 
band but three friends who came 
i from the London club scene with 
a punk attitude and were always 
in control of their 
own destiny. 

In 2012 

Bananarama have 
appeared in the hit ITV 
comedy Benidorm, they 
embarked to the US 
for the Pinktober 
tour at Hard 
Rock Cafes 
and released 
a brand new 
four tracks 
digital EP 
called Now 
Or Never. 

In February 
2016, the girls 
embarked upon 
a successful 
Australian 
Tour, followed 
by a sold out 
Japan tour in 
October. 

And now, 
the original 



For the next 10 
years the girls were 
everywhere and so 
were their hits 


Bananarama 


line up are back together for a string of live shows in 
2017. It will be fans’ only chance to see Sara, Keren and 
Siobhan live across the UK. 

Keren was in a relationship with former Wham! star 
Andrew Ridgeley for 25 years, but they parted ways last 
year. Speaking about the break-up, she said things didn’t 
always work out but they’d remained close friends and 
Andrew would be attending quite a few dates on the tour. 

The biggest girl group of the 1980s were sworn 
enemies for many years but they reconvened for a 
barbecue at Siobhan’s home in Bethnal Green. They 
rekindled their love and friendship and a few months later, 
Keren picked up the phone and told Siobhan she should 
go on tour with them. They had never actually done a 
tour, the three of them, together. Siobhan agreed and the 
rest is history. 

See them perform at Arena Birmingham on Thursday, 
November 23. 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 
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Nostalgia gigs aren't for 
us - despite the money 


If ever there was a band that over-achieved, 
it was synth-pop pioneers OMD. 

Duo from The Wirral, singer Andy McCluskey and 
keyboardist Paul Humphreys, sold around 40 million 
records including hit singles Enola Gay, Souvenir, 

Joan of Arc, Maid of Orleans and Locomotion. 

Architecture and Morality, their 1981 hit album, gave 
them their first platinum disc while four others went 
gold. This autumn, McCluskey et al are up to their 
old tricks with the release of their 13th studio album, 
The Punishment of Luxury - which entered the chart 
at number four - and a tour including Birmingham 
Symphony Hall on Tuesday. And yet, for all their 
success, critics have always been a little sniffy about 
Orchestral Manoeuvres in the Dark. 


Andy says: “The reality is that certain people still 
have attitudes and issues towards a band that plays 
synths. That’s always been the way. So we’ve always 
just gone our own way and done better than people 
would have expected anyway. We are coming up to the 
40th anniversary of a rolling musical accident. 

“We suffered in the mid 1980s from not writing the 
quality consistently. I carried on without Paul in the 
1990s, then we got back together and next year the 
band will have been together for as long as we were 
the first time round.” Andy was determined that OMD 
would not join the nostalgia circuit, adding: “ We were 
offered quite good money but we felt uncomfortable 
with doing just the nostalgia gigs. The whole ethos for 
us was to do something new.” 


Rock legend home 
gig is hottest ticket 


The Black Country’s resident 
rock god, Robert Plant, is 
back in action on home turf 
following the release of his 
new album Carry Fire. 

On Monday the former Led 
Zeppelin frontman brings his 
Sensational Space Shifters to 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall for what 
is likely to be one of the region’s 
best gigs of 2017. Of course, 
it’s long been a sell out. Those 
lucky enough to have a ticket can 
anticipate a few Led Zep classics. 

At Birmingham Arena tomorrow 
(Friday) Ian Gillan, Roger Glover, 

Ian Paice, Steve Morse and Don 


Airey assemble as Deep Purple with 
support from Europe. The same 
venue hosts powerhouse duo Royal 
Blood on Saturday and Depeche 
Mode’s Global Spirit tour on 
Sunday. Then on Tuesday the city 
centre venue hosts James Blunt, 
enjoying a new lease of life after his 
Ed Sheeran collaborations. 

Those that can’t make the Plant 
gig could get some excellent 
consolation at a homecoming 
gig for Black Country blues rock 
sensation Joanne Shaw Taylor at 
the Symphony Hall on Monday. 

Other major Wolverhampton 
Civic Hall shows see Placebo play 
their rescheduled October date on 



Tuesday, 

Goldie 

on Thursday (see below) and 
harmonious folk rock from Fleet 
Foxes next Friday. 

Bilston’s Robin 2 venue has a 
varied line-up with Liverpool disco 
favourties The Real Thing tomorrow 
(Fri), electro-rave-reggae outfit 
Dreadzone on Saturday, heavy 
metal heroes Tygers of Pan Tang 
on Tuesday and US blues singer 
Samantha Fish on Wednesday. 

It’s funk night at Birmingham 
Town Hall tomorrow (Fri) with 
Icognito, Circus VIII and Trope, and 
the venue hosts folk rock veterans 
The Oyster Band on Tuesday. 


Goldie returns with 
‘best of the best’ 

Home-grown drum ’n’ bass 

pioneer Goldie will return to 

Wolverhampton next week f 

for a concert as part of M i 0F \ 

his nationwide tour. The M ~ \ 

show at the Civic Hall I "Vy A I 

on Thursday, November * 

23. Of The Journey Man \ 
tour, named after his 
new album, Goldie says: 

“This will be one of a kind: a 

culmination of everything past, 

present and future in my music, like it has never 

been heard before, live. I’ve got the absolute best 

of the best on stage with me and we’re going to 

create something new right in front of your eyes.” 


A Christmas Carol 
and lots of laughs 

It’s beginning to feel a lot like Christmas, particularly 
at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre where a popular 
amateur company is bringing A Christmas Carol - The 
Musical to the stage from Tuesday to Saturday. 

Bilston Operatic Company’s production sees Charles 
Dickens’ classic tale of Scrooge given a musical 
makeover. Tickets are priced from £12. For more 
information visit www.grandtheatre.co.uk website or 
call 01902 429212. 

Comedy highlights include Jimmy Carr at Symphony 
Hall, Birmingham, on Saturday and Daniel Sloss, 
one of a handful of British comics to find success 
in America, at Wolverhampton Slade Rooms on 
Sunday. Sean Lock brings his Keep It Light show to 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall on Wednesday (Nov 22) 
and Paul Chowdhry is at the Wulfrun Hall next Friday. 
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Carvery 

Served All Day 
Every Day 

Mon — Sat 12pm till 8pm 
Sunday — 12pm till 7pm 


CHRISTMAS MENUS - NOW AVAILABLE 
Ask staff for more details 
Or visit our website at 
www.thep arklanetavern.net 

HURRY LIMITED PLACES AVAILABLE 


i you con eat 
■Buffet Style Breabfast 
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Free glass of wine, bottle of beer, J20 or dessert 
for each paying person of a party of 4 or more. 
LIMITED TIME OFFER 

While stocks last. Cannot be used with any other offer. 


The Park Lane Tavern, Park Lane, Colley Gate. B63 2NT. Tel: (01384) 345824 


THE HARRIER 


TRADITIONAL PUB GRUB 

SERVED 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM <±PM 



EVERY 





CHILDRENS MENU ALSO AVAILABLE 


Why not join us for 
our Sunday Carveiy? I 
From 12pm onwards ^ 

Adult £5.99 
Child £3.99 £ 



BOOK YOUR CHRISTMAS 
PARTY NOW 


FREE FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE 

Ideal for business conference, birthdays, 
christenings, weddings, etc. 


sp=ft POWIS AVENUE, TIPTON DY4 0NF 0121 557 3896 



Glass of Sherry or Fruit Juice 
Special Lamp Kebab 
Murghi Massala (Mild) 
Bengal Jalfrezi (Slightly Hot) 
Special Lamp Jeera 
(Chicken/Lamb) 
Traditional Indian Dessert 
Coffee & Mints 
Vegetarian Option Available 


£5 DEPOSIT REQUIRED PER HEAD, INCLUDES PARTY POPPER, CRACKERS 


©MBflS www.lamp-restaurant.co.uk 

18 UPPER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7HQ (Mfe 
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Michael McIntyre’s Big Show 
(BBC1,8.10pm) 

Do Ant and Dec finally have a 
rival for the crown of ‘Best 
Saturday Night TV Host’? When 
this show first aired as a one-off 
Christmas special in 2015 and 
then a full series last year, the 
critics and public were 
skeptical, especially 
considering some of BBC 
and ITV’s lacklustre recent 
efforts at weekend 
entertainment shows. However, 
McIntyre has not only proven 
that variety is alive and well, but 
also that he is a pretty fine host 
and entertainer. Tonight he 
returns to London’s Theatre 
Royal on Drury Lane for the third 
run of his Big Show. After his 
own new stand-up routine, he 
introduces comedy with Joe 
Lycett, and music by chart¬ 
topping Scottish singer- 
songwriter Emeli Sande. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 

Live. 11.30 Nigella: At My Table. (R) 

12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Rugby League World Cup. 

2.00 Live International Rugby Union. 

Wales v Georgia (Kick-off 2.30pm). 4.30 

Final Score. 5.10 Len Goodman’s 

Partners in Rhyme. 5.40 BBC News. 

5.50 Regional Programme. 

6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Hannah 
Waddingham, Gemma Whelan, 
Jeff Rawle, Chris Rankin, David 
Dixon, Sandra Dickinson, Norman 
Lovett and Hattie Hayridge take 
part in a sci-fi and fantasy edition 
of the quiz. 

6.45 Strictly Come Dancing. The star- 
studded dance contest reaches its 
most dazzling annual milestone, 
as the eight remaining pro¬ 
celebrity duos depart from London 
and head north to the Lancashire 
coast, where they put their skills to 
the test against the iconic 
backdrop of Blackpool Tower 
Ballroom. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman open proceedings by 
introducing a grand-scale group 
performance, in which the couples 
are joined on the dancefloor by 
judges Shirley Balias, Darcey 
Bussell, Bruno Tonioli and Craig 
Revel Horwood. Already a 
glamorous affair, Strictly turns the 
dial well and truly up to 11 for its 
yearly trip to the northern resort 
town, with even more glitzy sets 
and routines that push the 
performers to their limits. With the 
grand final now only a month 
away, the stars once again face the 
judges’ scrutiny ahead of yet 
another elimination. 

8.10 Michael McIntyre’s Big Show. 

New series. The comedian’s family 
entertainment show returns, as 
Emeli Sande and Joe Lycett 
perform, and former Labour MP Ed 
Balls plays Celebrity Send to All. 

9.10 Casualty. The day of Charlotte’s 
christening arrives, and Robyn is 
dumbfounded when she bumps 
into Glen - her terminally ill ex¬ 
fiance - who Dylan has been 
secretly preparing for a reunion. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches. 

11.50The NFL Show. 

12.20 Film: Man on the Moon. (1999) 

2.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.15 

BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.15 Holiday of My Lifetime with Len 
Goodman. (R) 7.00 Nature’s Weirdest 
Events. (R) 7.30 Naomi’s Nightmares of 
Nature. 8.00 Deadly 60. (R) 8.30 Show 
Me What You’re Made Of. 9.00 Saturday 
Mash-Up! 11.00 Natural World: Tiger 
Dynasty. (R) 12.00 Rick Stein’s Long 
Weekends. (R) 1.00 Italy Unpacked. (R) 
2.00 Live Tennis: ATP World Tour Finals. 
The opening semi-final of the singles 
competition. 4.30 Mastermind. (R) 5.00 
Live International Rugby Union. Scotland 
v New Zealand (Kick-off 5.15pm). 

7.30 International Rugby Union. 
England v Australia. Lee McKenzie 
presents action from the autumn 
international at Twickenham, 
where the hosts were looking to 
continue their fine run against the 
Wallabies. With commentary by 
Sara Orchard and Brian Moore. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Jones buys black- 
market pigeons from wheeler- 
dealer Walker - but is horrified to 
discover the birds were taken from 
Trafalgar Square. Comedy, starring 
Clive Dunn and James Beck. (R) 

9.00 My Country. A TV adaptation of 
the National Theatre production of 
the same name, written by Poet 
Laureate Carol Ann Duffy and 
director Rufus Norris. Compiled in 
the days following the Brexit vote, 
using testimonies from people 
aged nine to 97, the play 
interweaves real interviews with 
speeches from party leaders, as 
Britannia - a personification of the 
nation itself - calls a meeting to 
listen to the opinions of her 
people. Amid passionate debate, 
barbed rebuttals and divided 
perspectives, she seeks an answer 
to the question of whether there 
can ever be a true United 
Kingdom. 

9.55 Ql XL. Extended edition of Sandi 
Toksvig’s debut as host, in which 
Alan Davies, Cariad Lloyd, 

Romesh Ranganathan and Phill 
Jupitus answer questions 
associated with the letter n. 

10.40 David Gilmour: Live at Pompeii. 
Highlights of the guitarist’s 
concerts at the ancient Pompeii 
amphitheatre in Rome in July 
2016, featuring songs from his 
solo career as well as several Pink 
Floyd favourites. 

11.40 Film: Spike Island. (2012) Drama, 
starring Elliott Tittensor. 

1.20 Film: Badlands. (1973) 2.50 This Is 
BBC Two. 4.30 Live Rugby League World 
Cup. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Bottom Knocker 
Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street. 
(R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 7.00 Mission 
Employable. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.10 
Ultimate Spider-Man: Web Warriors. 

7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Fangbone. (R) 

8.10 Scrambled!: The Powerpuff Girls. 
(R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Thunderbirds Are 
Go. 9.00 Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 9.25 
Saturday Morning with James Martin. 
11.20 Gino’s Italian Coastal Escape. (R) 

11.50 ITV News; Weather. 11.55 The X 
Factor Live. (R) 1.30 ITV Racing: Live 
from Cheltenham. 4.00 Thunderbirds 
Are Go. (R) 4.30 The Harbour. (R) 5.00 
The Cruise. (R) 5.30 Paul O’Grady: For 
the Love of Dogs. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.05 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Catchphrase. Stephen Mulhern 
hosts the game show in which 
three contestants guess the 
familiar phrases hidden in 
animated clues, before one of 
them plays to win £50,000. (R) 

6.50 New You’ve Been Framed! Harry 
Hill narrates more comedy 
mishaps submitted by viewers, 
including a fireball exploding over 
a family, and a toddler managing 
to fire a champagne cork into his 
mother’s eye. 

7.15 Ninja Warrior UK. Ben Shephard, 
Rochelle Humes and Chris Kamara 
host the fourth heat, as 
competitors from across the UK 
test their strength, speed and 
courage in the obstacle-course 
challenge. (R) 

8.10 The X Factor Live. The talent 
show enters its fourth weekend of 
live eliminations, while two acts 
battle it out for another “money- 
can’t-buy” prize, the least popular 
could face elimination. 

9.40 The Jonathan Ross Show. The 
host is joined by comedy star 
Peter Kay, The Hobbit and Beauty 
and the Beast actor Luke Evans, 
and actress and singer Sheridan 
Smith. Last in the series. 

10.40 ITV News; Weather. 

10.55 Film: First Blood. (1982) A 

Vietnam veteran escapes unjust 
imprisonment and flees into the 
wilderness, where he fights the 
law on his own terms. Action 
thriller, with Sylvester Stallone. 

12.40 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Hungry 
Sailors. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 Triathlon: Challenge Aruba. 6.40 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.05 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 
Frasier. (R) 8.00 Frasier. (R) 8.25 The 
Big Bang Theory. 8.55 The Big Bang 
Theory. 9.25 The Simpsons. (R) 9.55 
The Simpsons. (R) 10.25 The Simpsons. 
(R) 10.55 The Simpsons. (R) 11.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.50 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 12.25 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

12.55 Come Dine with Me. (R) 1.25 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.00 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 2.30 A Place in the Sun: 
Home or Away. (R) 3.30 A Place in the 
Sun: Home or Away. (R) 4.30 Best Laid 
Plans. 5.35 Grand Designs. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Volatile Earth: Killer Hurricanes. 
The documentary series exploring 
the impact of past natural 
disasters concludes with its most 
recent example, the Great 
Hurricane of 1780. Claiming the 
lives of almost 28,000 people 
across the Caribbean, the Great 
Hurricane is thought to have been 
the most deadly in recorded 
history, and scientists pick 
through the debris left behind to 
paint a picture of the scale, speed 
and ferocity with which the storm 
would have hit the woefully 
unprepared islands. Last in the 
series. Previously seen on More4. 
8.00 First Humans: The Cave 
Discovery. Documentary 
following the discovery of 
fossilised remains in a South 
African cave that were revealed to 
have come from a previously 
unknown species of human 
ancestor. (R) 

9.00 Film: Lucy. (2014) A courier is 
kidnapped and forced to become a 
drug mule. When she is exposed 
to the experimental chemicals she 
is smuggling, it boosts her 
intelligence and reflexes to 
superhuman levels. She uses her 
newfound abilities to get revenge 
on her captors, but as the process 
continues, she evolves into 
something more than human. Sci- 
fi thriller, starring Scarlett 
Johansson and Morgan Freeman. 
10.45 Film: R.l.P.D. (2013) A cop killed 
in the line of duty is recruited by a 
ghostly police force assigned to 
battle evil spirits. Fantasy 
adventure, starring Ryan Reynolds 
and Jeff Bridges. 

12.35 The Simpsons. (R) 1.25 The Last 
Leg. (R) 2.20 Hollyoaks. 4.30 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 5.25 Draw It! (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 11.30 Access. 11.35 Film: 
Christmas Truce. (2015) 1.20 Film: Deck 
the Halls. (2006) Christmas comedy, 
starring Danny DeVito and Matthew 
Broderick. 3.05 Film: A Belle for 
Christmas. (2014) Family adventure, 
starring Dean Cain. 4.05 5 News Update. 

4.10 Film: A Belle for Christmas. (2014) 
Concluded. 5.00 Film: Christmas in 
Homestead. (2016) Premiere. Romantic 
drama, starring Taylor Cole and Michael 
Rady. 

6.00 5 News Update. 

6.05 Film: Christmas in Homestead. 

(2016) Concluded. 

7.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In 

West London, agents Max and 
Cona chase up more than £2,000 
in unpaid parking fines, while 
officers in Lancashire try to collect 
£4,000 owed for unpaid nursery 
fees. (R) 

7.55 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Gareth and Mitch are in north 
Devon with a writ to recover more 
than £8,000 owed by a dissatisfied 
customer to a supplier of windows 
and doors. In Nottingham, Stewart 
and Vic are on an eviction that will 
test their patience to the limits, 
with a landlord who wants his 
property back after months of rent 
arrears and alleged anti-social 
behaviour. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
Colin Murray introduces highlights 
from the weekend’s games in the 
Championship, including Reading 
v Wolverhampton Wanderers and 
Queens Park Rangers v Aston 
Villa. 

9.55 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals 
from Leagues One and Two, 
including Rotherham United v 
Shrewsbury Town and Wigan 
Athletic v Bradford City. 

10.25NCIS: New Orleans. The team 
investigates when a private plane 
crashes in a bayou, Gregorio tries 
to decide whether to stay in New 
Orleans or return to Washington. 
11.20NCIS: New Orleans. The team 
investigates when a Navy Seal 
candidate is killed weeks before 
his graduation, and LaSalle tries to 
avoid an old flame. 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Haunting 
of Briar House. (2015) 4.40 Access. 4.55 
Great Artists. (R) 5.20 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Natural World 8.00 The Mekong 
River with Sue Perkins 9.00 1 Know Who 
You Are 12.15 The Vietnam War 1.15 Top 
of the Pops: 1984 1.50 Natural World 

2.50 The Mekong River with Sue Perkins 

3.50 Close 
ITV2 

12.15 Take Me Out 1.30 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 2.00 Film: Beethoven’s 
2nd (1993) 3.00 FYI Daily 3.05 Film: 
Beethoven’s 2nd (1993) 3.50 Film: Step 
Up (2006) 4.55 FYI Daily 5.00 Film: Step 
Up (2006) 6.00 Film: Jack the Giant 
Slayer (2013) 7.05 FYI Daily 7.10 Film: 
Jack the Giant Slayer (2013) 8.10 Film: 
Quantum of Solace (2008) 9.10 FYI Daily 

9.15 Film: Quantum of Solace (2008) 
10.25 Celebrity Juice 11.10 Family Guy 

I. 00 American Dad! 1.55 Release the 
Hounds 2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

II. 00 Film: Columbo: The Conspirators 
(1978) 1.00 Foyle’s War 3.00 Midsomer 
Murders 11.05 The Syndicate 12.15 
Foyle’s War 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.35 The Big Fish Off 12.35 Shed and 
Buried 2.35 Film: The Alamo (1960) 3.50 
FYI Daily 3.55 Film: The Alamo (1960) 

5.55 Hornblower7.55 River Monsters 
9.00 An Audience with Billy Connolly 
10.05 Film: American Gangster (2007) 
11.05 FYI Daily 11.10 Film: American 
Gangster (2007) 1.10 The Sweeney 2.10 
The Classic Car Show 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 How I Met Your Mother 12.00 
Film: The Dog Who Saved Christmas 
(2009) 1.50 Toy Story Toons: Small Fry 
2.00 The Goldbergs 4.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: The Mechanic (2011) 

10.50 Gogglebox 12.55 Naked Attraction 
2.00 Rude Tube 3.25 Gogglebox 4.20 
Rules of Engagement 

Film4 

11.00 Song of the Sea (2014)1.00 
Picture Perfect (1997) 3.05 Just Wright 
(2010) 5.05 Rio (2011) 6.55 Dante’s 
Peak (1997) 9.00 Darkman (1990) A 
scientist is left disfigured by a criminal 
gang and seeks revenge on those 
responsible. Thriller, with Liam Neeson 
and Frances McDormand. 11.00 Aliens 
(1986) Lone survivor Ripley joins a 
military expedition that encounters 
hordes of the creatures that wiped out 
her crew. Sci-fi thriller sequel, with 
Sigourney Weaver and Michael Biehn. 
2.05 Rare Exports: A Christmas Tale 
(201 0)3.50 Close 



Your Chronicle 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 

Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, West Bromwich & Wolverhampton 




Quote Code: YDK480 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star outer London/ 
Reading area hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Chelsea Flower Show, 
with coach transfer 

✓ Free time in Oxford 


Quote Code: HTH108 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire or East 
Midlands hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the RHS Chatsworth Flower Show 

✓ Free time in Harrogate 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


2 days, by coach 

only £199^ 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


2 days, by coach 
only £160" 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


Departing Friday 25 May 2018 


CHELSEA 

FLOWER SHOW 
AND OXFORD 


CHATSWORTH 

FLOWER SHOW 
AND HARROGATE 


Departing Saturday 9 June 2018 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


f * 


OmegaHols aOmegaHols OmegaHols 

Organised by Omega Holidays Ltd, 
ABTAV4782. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 



STOCKDALE & BROWN 

SOLICITORS 



Providing legal services in 
Tipton for over 75 years 


adcocks 


Wills & Estates Commercial 

Leasehold Reform Property 


Legal services available locally 


Tel: 08454 70 80 81 

Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 


RBNAULT ©EHg^JgW© 

lechanical Repairs 
Electrical Repairs 
Pre M.O.T. 
General Servicing 
Cambelts 
Diagnostics 
Air Con 

©©© © All makes and models 

l/l/hy Pay Dealer Prices l/l/hen l/l/e Offer the Same Service For Alot Less 

Unit 1 Kingfisher Ind/Est 
Charles Street, West Bromwich B70 OAT 





Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 
years experience. 
We offer a full 
range of services 
from free quote 
and design to 
installation central 
heating, building 
work, plastering 
and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 1 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 4afe 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-4.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 





































































25 


CHOICE 



I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! 

(ITV, 9pm) 

New series. Ant and Dec 
present the celebrity survival 
challenge, as another batch of 
famous faces are flown out to 
the Australian jungle, where 
they can look forward to 
completing the usual round of 
tough daily tasks and dreaded 
Bushtucker Trials until one of 
them is chosen as this year’s 
king or queen. At the time of 
going to press, no contestants 
have been confirmed, but 
whoever is brave enough to 
take up the challenge will face 
the toughest journey to the 
camp that the series has ever 
featured - plus several brand 
new surprises. 


5.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the Day. 

(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 

BBC Newsroom Live. 11.00 Regional 

Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Regional 

Programme. 1.45 Money for Nothing. 

(R) 2.30 Escape to the Country. (R) 3.00 

Songs of Praise. 3.35 Children in Need: 

The Best Bits. 4.50 Blue Planet II. (R) 

5.50 BBC News. 

6.05 Regional Programme. 

6.15 Countryfile. The rural affairs show 
visits Hertfordshire, where 
Charlotte Smith makes the 
acquaintance of a man who has 
made it is mission to save the 
barbel in the Old River Lea. Sean 
Fletcher build a home fit for a 
kingfisher, and John Craven 
revisits his scouting days by 
cooking on a woodland fire. Plus, 
Adam Henson tours an estate 
where “rewilding” and farming sit 
side-by-side, and Tom Heap 
examines the science behind 
culling, as the contentious badger 
cull enters its fifth year. 

7.15 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman present the results of 
last night’s show before another 
couple leaves the contest. 
Featuring music from Alfie Boe, 
Michael Ball and Tears for Fears. 

8.00 Blue Planet II. Wildlife that live 
thousands of kilometres from 
land, featuring footage of baby 
turtles using debris as life rafts 
and sperm whales hunting for 
squid deep beneath the surface. 

9.00 Howards End. A death is followed 
by an unusual final request that 
throws the deceased’s family into 
confusion. The Schlegels face 
eviction from their home, which is 
due to be demolished. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 

Chapman presents highlights of 
the day’s only Premier League 
match, featuring Watford v West 
Ham United at Vicarage Road. 

II. 15 Ronny Chieng: International 

Student. Professor Dale is 
impressed at the badminton skills 
of Ronny and his friends, and 
forces them to play for the 
college’s Australian rules football 
team in a crucial game. 

11.45 Michael McIntyre’s Big Show. (R) 

12.45 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.50 BBC News. 


7.30 Great British Garden Revival. (R) 
8.35 Countryfile. (R) 9.30 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.00 Food & Drink. 
(R) 11.30 My Life on a Plate. (R) 12.15 
M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 International Rugby 
Union. (R) 2.00 Rugby League World 
Cup. 3.30 Wild Brazil. (R) 4.30 Coast. 

(R) 5.00 Flog It! (R) 

6.00 Live Tennis: ATP World Tour 
Finals. Sue Barker presents 
coverage from day eight at the 02 
in London, featuring the final of 
the singles competition. Last 
year’s showpiece match saw Andy 
Murray win this title for the first 
time in his career following a 6-3, 
6-4 victory over Novak Djokovic, 
which also meant he would end 
the year as the number one-ranked 
player in the world. Subsequent 
programmes are subject to 
change. 

9.00 Britain’s Cycling Superheroes: 
What Price Success? The 

controversy surrounding Britain’s 
international cyclists, examining 
how Dave Brailsford and Shane 
Sutton have led the nation to a run 
of recent successes in both the 
Olympics and the Tour de France, 
even as their methods have 
suffered criticism. 

10.00 Snowfall. Franklin must make a 
dangerous choice, Teddy tries to 
find out the truth about Logan’s 
death, and Lucia makes Oso a full 
partner-without telling Pedro. 
Guest starring RZA. 

10.40 Mock the Week. Dara 0 Briain and 
Hugh Dennis front a special edition 
of the topical comedy show 
featuring best bits and unseen 
material from the series. (R) 
II.IOFilm: The Lighthouse. (2016) 
Premiere. Two men are assigned 
to keep a lighthouse on an island 
in the Irish sea in 1801. A freak 
storm cuts the island off from the 
mainland for months on end, and 
the isolation drives both men to 
the brink of madness, with 
devastating consequences. Fact- 
based thriller, starring Mark Lewis 
Jones and Michael Jibson. 

12.50 Sign Zone: Question Time. Topical 
debate from Newcastle, with panellists 
Shadow Foreign Secretary Emily 
Thornberry, former Liberal Democrat 
leader Tim Farron, novelist Val 
McDermid and journalist Rod Liddle. (R) 

1.50 Holby City. Oliver is determined to 
win funding for his chest wall 
reconstruction project. (R) 2.50 This Is 
BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Bottom Knocker 
Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street. 
(R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 7.00 Mission 
Employable. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.10 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Ben 10. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Make It 
Pop. (R) 9.00 Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 
9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Australian 
Wilderness with Ray Mears. (R) 10.00 
Peston on Sunday. 11.05 Film: Carry On 
Screaming. (1966) 12.55 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.05 The X Factor Live. (R) 

2.35 Midsomer Murders. (R) 4.30 Elton 
John: The Nation’s Favourite Song. (R) 
6.05 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 
Bradley Walsh presents as 
celebrity contestants Mark 
Billingham, AldoZilli, Lucy 
Pargeter and Joey Essex pit their 
wits against ruthless quiz genius 
the Chaser in the hope of winning 
a potential prize pot worth 
thousands of pounds. They must 
work as a team and play 
strategically to answer general 
knowledge questions against the 
clock and race down the game 
board to the exit without being 
caught. 

7.30 The X Factor Live. The fourth 
weekend of live shows comes to a 
conclusion, with the remaining 
acts competing to impress the 
audience and the judges and retain 
their place in the contest for 
another week. Presented by 
Dermot O’Leary. 

9.00 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! New series. Ant and Dec 
present the celebrity survival 
challenge, as another batch of 
famous faces are flown out to the 
Australian jungle. 

10.45 ITV News; Weather. 

11.05 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston and Allegra Stratton. (R) 
12.00 Gone to Pot: American Road Trip. 
Linda Robson, Pam St Clement, 
Christopher Biggins, John Fashanu and 
Bobby George go on a road trip across 
America to explore the pros and cons of 
legalising marijuana. (R) 12.50 
Jackpot247. Viewers get the chance to 
participate in live interactive gaming 
from the comfort of their sofas. 3.00 
Motorsport UK. 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.00 Kevin Can Wait. 6.25 Kevin Can 
Wait. 6.45 Kevin Can Wait. 7.10 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Jamie’s Quick & 
Easy Food. (R) 1.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

I. 30 The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.30 The Simpsons. (R) 
3.00 Film: Mr Popper’s Penguins. 

(2011) Family comedy, starring Jim 
Carrey. 4.50 Channel 4 News. 5.20 Film: 
Men in Black II. (2002) Sci-fi comedy 
sequel, starring Will Smith and Tommy 
Lee Jones. 

7.00 Messages Home: Lost Films of 
the British Army. Documentary 
about filmed messages made by 
British soldiers serving in Burma 
during the Second World War, 
which were recently recovered in a 
Manchester Town Hall basement. 
The footage features messages 
from the soldiers to their families 
at home, including a father 
speaking to a daughter he has not 
met, a decorated veteran troubled 
by the thought of killing, and a 
gunner longing to return to the 
woman he loved. (R) 

8.00 Guy Martin’s WWI Tank. The 
presenter builds a working replica 
of a First World War tank to mark 
the centenary of the Battle of 
Cambrai, and takes his tank 
driving test so he can take his 
creation on to the streets for 
Lincoln’s Remembrance Day 
parade. He also delves into the 
history of the earliest armoured 
vehicles, the soldiers who crewed 
them, and the women who built 
them. 

10.00 Gogglebox. Capturing the 
households’ instant reactions 
to what they are watching on TV 
from the comfort of their own 
sofas. (R) 

II. 00 Film: Atonement. (2007) A girl 

accuses her sister’s lover of a 
crime he did not commit, unaware 
her actions will have tragic 
repercussions. Romantic period 
drama, starring Keira Knightley 
and James McAvoy. 

1.15 The Secret Life of 4 Year Olds. 
Cameras follow playground friendships, 
romances and rivalries. (R) 2.10 The 
Supervet. (R) 3.05 Grand Designs 
Australia. (R) 4.00 Gillette World Sport. 
4.25 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 4.55 Mobil 1 
The Grid. (R) 5.20 Jamie’s Comfort 
Food. (R) 5.35 Countdown. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.20 Poppy 
Cat. (R) 6.35 Wissper. (R) 6.40 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.45 Milkshake! 
Bopping About. (R) 6.50 Simon. (R) 

6.55 Peppa Pig. (R) 7.00 Paw Patrol. (R) 

7.15 Bob the Builder. (R) 7.25 Fireman 
Sam. (R) 7.35 Oily the Little White Van. 
(R) 7.50 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.15 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.30 
Nella the Princess Knight. (R) 8.50 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 9.00 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.15 
Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.30 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.45 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.55 
Peppa Pig. (R) 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Football on 5: 

The Championship. (R) 11.25 Football 
on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 11.50 Cruising With 
Jane McDonald. 12.10 Cats Make You 
Laugh Out Loud. (R) 12.40 Film: 

Chasing Christmas. (2005) 2.20 Film: 
Santa Who? (2000) 3.25 5 News Update. 
3.30 Film: Santa Who? (2000) 
Concluded. 4.10 Film: Pirates of the 
Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl. 
(2003) 5.10 5 News Update. 5.15 Film: 
Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of 
the Black Pearl. (2003) Concluded. 

7.00 Christmas Makes You Laugh Out 

Loud, lain Lee presents 
Christmas-themed videos that 
have taken the internet by storm in 
a seasonal special showcasing 
hilarious online clips with a festive 
twist. (R) 

8.00 Aviva Premiership Rugby 

Highlights. Mark Durden-Smith 
and David Flatman present action 
from the eighth round of matches, 
including Gloucester v Saracens, 
Exeter Chiefs v Harlequins and 
Leicester Tigers v Sale Sharks. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Happy 90th: Ken Dodd In His Own 
Words. Profile of the comedian, 
incorporating some of his best 
performances alongside rare 
archive interviews and 
contributions from friends, 
colleagues and fellow comics. (R) 
11.05 Happy 90th: Another Audience 
with Ken Dodd. The frantic 
Merseyside funnyman entertains a 
star-studded audience. Among 
those attending are Claire 
Sweeney, Martin Clunes, Gary 
Rhodes, Ann Widdecombe and 
Ricky Tomlinson. (R) 

12.20 Britain’s Best Double Acts. (R) 

1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 GPs: Behind 
Closed Doors. (R) 4.00 My Mum’s Hotter 
Than Me! (R) 4.50 Great Artists. (R) 

5.20 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Stunning Soloists at the 
BBC 9.00 Shark 10.00 Country Music 
Awards 2017: Highlights 11.00 Rich 
Hall’s CountrierThan You 12.30 Country 
at the BBC 1.30 Stunning Soloists at the 
BBC 2.30 Shark 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

1.00 Take Me Out 2.15 You’ve Been 
Framed! Top 100 Animals 3.15 Film: 
Happy Feet Two (2011) 4.15 FYI Daily 

4.20 Film: Happy Feet Two (2011) 5.20 
Film: Despicable Me (2010) 6.20 FYI 
Daily 6.25 Film: Despicable Me (2010) 
7.10 Film: Inception (2010) 8.10 FYI 
Daily 8.15 Film: Inception (2010) 10.15 
Family Guy 10.45 I’m a Celebrity: Extra 
Camp 11.45 Family Guy 12.45 American 
Dad! 1.45 The Keith Lemon Sketch Show 

2.15 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV3 

1.20 Film: Murder on the Orient Express 
(1974) 2.20 FYI Daily 2.25 Film: Murder 
on the Orient Express (1974) 3.55 Film: 
Columbo: Make Me a Perfect Murder 

S 6.00 Wycliffe 7.05 Agatha 
e’s Marple 9.00 The Syndicate 
10.10 Film: The Theory of Everything 
(2014) 11.15 FYI Daily 11.20 Film: The 
Theory of Everything (2014) 12.35 The 
Knock 2.35 Mr Selfridge 3.25 Wycliffe 
ITV4 

1.30 ITV Racing Live at Cheltenham and 
Fontwell Park. 4.00 Film: The Alamo 
(1960) 5.00 FYI Daily 5.05 Film: The 
Alamo (1960) 7.15 Football’s Greatest: 
George Best 7.30 River Monsters 8.00 
The Chase: Celebrity Special 9.00 Film: 
Cliffhanger (1993) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 
Film: Cliffhanger (1993) 11.15 Film: 

Hard to Kill (1990) 12.15 FYI Daily 12.20 
Film: Hard to Kill (1990) 1.20 River 
Monsters 1.50 The Avengers 2.50 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 Made in Chelsea12.00 Don’t Tell 
the Bride 1 .00 Film: Alvin and the 
Chipmunks: The Squeakquel (2009) 2.45 
Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 3.00 The 
Goldbergs 4.00 The Big Bang Theory 
8.00 Film: Rise of the Planet of the Apes 
(2011) 10.05 Naked Attraction 11.05 The 
Big Bang Theory 12.05 Gogglebox 1.05 
First Dates 2.10 Rude Tube 
Film4 

1 .00 Thunderbirds (2004) 2.50 When 
Marnie Was There (2014) 4.55 Letters to 
Juliet (2010) 7.00 The Cold Light of Day 
(2012) 9.00 Exodus: Gods and Kings 
(2014)11.55 Legion (2010)1.55 
Lovelace (2013) 3.50 Close 
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Do you 
suffer from 
Osteoarthritis 
pain? 




Around 8.5 million people in the UK are affected by joint pain from 
osteoarthritis. The pain and discomfort of this condition can be debilitating for 
many sufferers. New research opportunities are available at MAC Clinical 
Research to evaluate potential new treatments for those suffering with 
osteoarthritis of the knee joint. 

The study drug and assessments required by the 
study will be provided free of charge and you will be 
compensated £760 for your time and commitment. 



For more information call 
visit 


0800 633 5507 
www.researchforyou.co.uk 


MAC 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Nanny for Christmas, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

An unemployed advertising executive gets a job as an 
au pair and tries to give the kids in her charge a break 
from their rigidly organised lives. She tries to impress 
an executive she is attracted to by claiming to still be 
in the advertising business, a deception that proves 
hard to maintain. Romantic comedy, starring 
Emmanuelle Vaugier and Richard Ruccolo. (2010) 

TUESDAY 

Dear Secret Santa, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A woman receives a series of anonymous Christmas 
cards which appear to be from an old friend of hers 
who recently died. Drama, starring Tatyana Ali and Bill 
Cobbs. (2013) 

WEDNESDAY 

A Snow Globe Christmas, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A cynical TV executive accidentally knocks herself out 
while railing against the disappointments of her life. 
She wakes up to find herself in another world, where 
she is married with two children. As she comes to 
realise she is not dreaming, she must decide which 
life she wants to live. Festive fantasy, starring Alicia 
Witt, Donald Faison and Christina Milian. (2013) 



THURSDAY 

Wild Card, Channel 5, 9pm 

Las Vegas bodyguard Nick Wild finds himself dealing 
with more than just his gambling problem after he 
takes revenge on the criminal who attacked his friend, 
little realising that the thug in question is the son of a 
mob boss. Action thriller, starring Jason Statham, 
Michael Angarano and Milo Ventimiglia. (2015) 

FRIDAY 

Boyhood, Channel 4,12.05am 

A boy goes through a series of changes in his life, 
beginning as a six-year-old facing a reunion with 
his estranged father and a move to a new house. As 
he grows up, the youngster deals with further 
upheavals that shape his view of the world. Richard 
Linklater’s drama filmed over the course of 12 years, 
starring Ellar Coltrane, Patricia Arquette and Ethan 
Hawke. (2014) 


Mary serves up a tasty treat 
in her new culinary show 


C hannel 4’s version of The 
Great British Bake Off has 
now aired, and most people 
would probably declare it to be a 
success - even if new judge Prue 
Leith did stumble at the final hurdle 
by accidentally tweeting the identity 
of the winner hours before the last 
episode aired. 

But despite the revamped Bake 
Off’s continuing popularity, it seems 
unlikely that original presenters Mel 
Giedroyc and Sue Perkins and 
judge Mary Berry are regretting not 
following the show to its new home 
- for a start, they simply haven’t had 
time. 

Mel and Sue have been busy 
hosting everything from Saturday 
night singing contests to 
travelogues about the Ganges, 
while Mary brought us Mary Berry 
Everyday and is due to judge a new 
televised contest, provisionally titled 
Britain’s Best Cook. She’s also set 
to be reunited with her old Bake Off 
friends for the festive special Mary, 
Mel and Sue’s Surprise Party, which 
sees the trio coming together to 
throw a bash for the regulars at a 


South Wales community centre. 

But before that, Mary is hosting 
the new series Country House 
Secrets, which sees her exploring 
some of the nation’s most beloved 
stately homes - and finding out 
more about the food that has been 
served there. 

In the process, she will learn 
about life both upstairs and 
downstairs, meeting the house’s 
present-day custodians and the 
dedicated staff as she explores the 
kitchens, gardens and private 
rooms, many of which are usually 
off-limits to visitors. 

And what she learns will inspire 
her to make her own special 
recipes, celebrating the heritage 
and legacy of the houses. 

Mary Berry says: “I am so excited 
to be doing this new series with the 
BBC -1 have always had an 
enquiring mind so I know I will be 
inspired by the Great Houses we 
visit.” 

Tanya Shaw, Managing Director of 
Shine TV added: “I can’t think of 
anyone more perfect to tell the 


stories of these great households 
and to bring us such a unique 
insight into Britain’s rich culinary 
past.” 

In the opening edition, Mary 
heads to Highclere Castle in 
Hampshire, which is home to the 
8th Earl and Countess of Carnarvon 
and is now most famous as the real- 
life Downton Abbey - it was the 
main location for the acclaimed 
period drama. However, it’s also 
renowned as a setting for some of 
the most lavish and influential 
weekend parties in history. 

As well as learning more about the 
property’s illustrious past, Mary also 
discovers what it takes to keep such 
a grand home like this going in 
today’s world as she talks to the 
family, staff and the estate’s loyal 
group of gamekeepers. 

Then Mary takes to the kitchen to 
prepare an elaborate menu for a 
grand finale dinner, including 
raspberry tartlets and a 
gamekeeper’s stew. Surely even 
Maggie Smith’s imperious Dowager 
Countess wouldn’t be able to find 
fault with that. 



Mary Berry’s Country House Secrets, Wednesday, BBC1,8pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Would I Lie to You? 

BBC1, 8.30pm 

New series. Comedian and writer David Baddiel, 
former MP and Strictly Come Dancing 2016 star Ed 
Balls, stand-up and actress Jo Brand and 
ex-Pussycat Doll and Celebrity MasterChef 2015 
winner Kimberly Wyatt join host Rob Brydon and 
captains David Mitchell and Lee Mack as the 
comedy panel show returns for its 11th series. As 
usual, the participants aim to hoodwink their 
opponents with absurd facts and plausible lies 
about themselves in a bid to secure a team victory 
and the dubious honour of being dubbed Rob’s liar 
of the week. 

TUESDAY 

The Martin Lewis Money Show Live 
ITV, 8pm 

Interest rates went up recently for the first time in an 
age, so it’s rather timely that Martin Lewis is back 
with a live, two-hour special, in which he will no 
doubt address some of the issues that may cause 
for consumers. Credit card lending, energy prices 
and inflation are already on the up, and so the 
financial expert is determined to keep their impact 
on the general public down with some top tips to 
keep cash in your wallet. Christmas is looming too, 



which can be a difficult time for those already 
struggling to make ends meet. There’s advice on 
where to find the best bargains and Black Friday 
offers that should enable us to snap up cheap gifts 
and gadgets. Plus, consumers from across the 
country are being invited to pitch their questions to 
Lewis live on the night. 

WEDNESDAY 

The Secret Life of the Zoo 

Channel 4, 8pm 

The keepers try to work out why male red panda 
Jung is losing weight, with a full medical 
examination scheduled after a special diet fails to 
solve the problem. West African mandrill JC is 
being challenged for his dominant position by 
his sons Ludo and Jareth and, while JC is 
taken for some health checks, Ludo gets 
‘over-friendly’ with his dad’s girlfriend. 

Tempers start to fray among Chester Zoo’s 
Humboldt penguin colony during the annual 
moult - can youngsters Frazzle and Munch 
avoid being picked on by the grown-ups? 

THURSDAY 

The Search for a Miracle Cure 
Channel 4,10pm 

Documentary following leading 


lawyer Mark Lewis, the man who fought the News 
of the World in the phone hacking scandal, as he 
joins a clinical trial that might offer a breakthrough 
cure for multiple sclerosis. He learned he had the 
condition at the age of 25 but his high-profile battle 
with the tabloids has exacerbated his symptoms. 

Now 50, he travels to Hadassah University 
Medical Centre in Jerusalem, where 
the work being done could have a 
positive impact on neurological 
conditions such as Alzheimer’s and 
Parkinson’s. 

FRIDAY 

The World’s Greatest 
Bridges 

Channel 5, 8pm 

The latest episode of 
this series should be 
even more insightful 
than usual, as 
engineer Rob Bell 
isn’t just examining 
two bridges - he 
also meets the man 
who designed them, 
world-renowned 
British architect 


Fridav. Channel 4. 8om 


Norman Foster. Bell begins by learning more 
about the world’s tallest bridge, the Millau Viaduct, 
which rises 343m over the river Tarn in southern 
France. It also has a claim to be the most beautiful 
bridge in the world and has become a tourist 
attraction in its own right, but it was also designed 
to be functional, taking traffic across the 2.5 km 
wide Tarn gorge. Bell discovers that at the same 
time that Foster was working on the viaduct, he 
was also creating London’s Millennium Bridge, 
which caused controversy when it was found to 
wobble. 

Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast 
Channel 4, 8pm 

New series. Guest Simon Pegg joins Jamie Oliver 
and Jimmy Doherty as they rustle up dishes for the 
weekend from their cafe on Southend Pier. On the 
menu is a melt-in-the mouth lamb tagine, inspired 
by Simon’s time spent filming in Morocco. Jamie 
prepares an indulgent Provencal bake, made by 
layering pancakes and packing them full of smoked 
ham and oozy cheese. This series sees Jimmy use 
his DIY skills to create imaginative solutions to food 
dilemmas, starting with a Korean barbecue served 
to a wheelchair rugby team from an innovative 
picnic table. Plus, the boys champion for more free- 
range duck farming in the UK. 



Makes 

Sheds 

ORDER PLAYHOUSES 
NOW IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS 

01384 456 800 
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• Fencing panels • Free Quotes • Delivery and erection service on all sheds 

Show site at Blakes Sheds 

Salop Street, Dudley DY1 3AY Jl _ 

www.blakessheds.co.uk f 


SBartrams 


TEL. 0121 601 9370 
www.bartrams.com 


* A Terraced Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Double Glazing 

* Freehold 

£ 100,000 


Bartrams Sales and Lettings Limited 

132 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3HP 

E-mail:enquires@bartrams.com '■■■■ ■'. ^ \ 



BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! fArt 

3 child safe T MX 
verticals w\3 

one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 




contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 



C&T 



Doors & Windows Ltd 
Jfrej V 0 1902 842706 / 07759 536818 
& www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
Email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold French 
Doors Patio Doors 

From £999 From £649 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 

f Classifiedflds 


★STAR CLUTCHES LTD &★ 
REPAIR CENTRE ** 

ffife Cm® mmR (to 1108 ®otMi MHep 93 

■o GifljIlftD OMR GXH? ©DClI Q(MjU08 

Fully Qualified, Technicians, MOT’S, 
Maintenance, Servicing & Repairs to all 
makes of vehicles. Clutch Repairs 
Competitive Reliable. All work guaranteed 
Tyres, Brakes & Exhausts 
163 Great Bridge Street B70 ODJ 

0121 5721253/07756 768540 
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Collyer & McBride 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


EHTi 


We are an Independent family owned and run 
business who has proudly been serving families 
and the local community for over 100 years. 

2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road, 
West Bromwich, B71 3AA 
(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital) 

0121 588 5377 
Branches at: 

West Bromwich Handsworth Perry Barr 

Tel. 0121 588 5377 Tel. 0121 554 0617 Tel. 0121356 4489 
24 Hour Service 
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Codeword 


1 

14 

A 

2 

15 

R 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 



1 

R 

2 

H 

3 

J 

W 

5 

D 

6 ^ 

7 

N 

8 
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14 
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A 
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17 

c 
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20 
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22 
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u 

25 

o 

26 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. In rear adaptation 
telephoned the one 
making adaptations 
( 8 ) 

5. Pass round nothing 
lacking warmth (4) 

9. A sign that 
cattiness brings 
pleasure (4) 

10. Its trend is loud and 
harsh (8) 

11. Conservatively 
correct? (5) 

12. Substitute wrong 
parcel with letter (7) 

13. Mood and tense 
as changed in 
moderation (13) 

18. It is clear father 
backs what he is (8) 

19. Aim and score (4) 

20. Make Peter go 
as person with a 
patron (7) 

21. He is a 
dunderhead, and 
greedy with it (5) 

22. Libertine in the 
garden? (4) 

23. Not the status 
of the sitter, 
presumably (8) 


Down 

2. Having a regular 
system is the 
oriental way (7) 

3. Balloon provides 
ventilation on vessel 
( 7 ) 

4. Go in with wrong 
main intent for 
hospitality (13) 

6. Work in theatre (7) 

7. Correspondence 
from landlords? (7) 

8. It’s easy to make 
bad lies about 
politician (6) 

13. Hunter takes up role 
in repertory (7) 

14. It gets the 
cartographer in the 
library (7) 

15. Got paid for 
not quite being 
scholarly? (6) 

16. Grading a skinflint 
(7) 

17. Is not at stop on the 
line (7) 



Quick Clues: 

Across Down 


1. Hallow (8) 

2. Bottomless (7) 

5. Sour (4) 

3. Distinctly (7) 

9. Cowshed (4) 

4. Waggishness (13) 

10. Mishap (8) 


11. Spruce (5) 

6. Detergent (7) 

12. Special gifts (7) 

7. Loathes (7) 

13. Pun (4,4,5) 

8. Head cushion (6) 

18. Curiosity (8) 

13. Flexible (7) 

19. Slender (4) 

14. Feeler (7) 

20. Slavery (7) 


21. Dense (5) 

15. Tumult (6) 

22. Vivacity (4) 

16. Obsolete (7) 

23. Amaze (8) 

17. Gods (7) 


Sudoku 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Alpaca; 4 Screws; 9 Well- 
conducted; 10 Looking; 11 Habit; 12 Stops; 

14 Astir; 18 Oiled; 19 Pitcher; 21 National dress; 
22 Steaks; 23 Slates. Down: 1 As well; 2 Pull 
out all the; 3 Cacti; 5 Couches; 6 Establishment; 
7 Sedate; 8 Inigo; 13 Paddock; 15 Points; 

16 Spray; 17 Crises; 20 Tidal. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Chintz; 4 Hamper; 

9 Superstitious; 10 Amiable; 11 Carol; 12 Stick; 
14 Verse; 18 Rifle; 19 Replied; 21 Inappropriate; 
22 Extend; 23 Desert. Down: 1 Casual; 2 In 
point of fact; 3 Throb; 5 Article; 6 Procrastinate; 
7 Result; 8 Strew; 13 Cheapen; 15 Arrive; 

16 Prior; 17 Advent; 20 Purge. 


r 


Quiz 


1. Which scientist was US ambassador to 
France 1776-85? 

2. What is the capital of Luxembourg? 

3. Who became director of the FBI in 1924? 

4. Of what nationality was the astronomer 
Nicolaus Copernicus? 

5. Of what was Goebbels minister in the Third 
Reich? 


6. Who made the golden calf? 

7. Which animal’s fur is called musquash? 

8. For how many matches was John Toshack 
Wales’s manager? 

9. In which US state is Palo Alto? 

10. Who wrote The Mill on the Floss in 1860? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Honshu; 2 Simon Bolivar; 3 General de 
Gaulle; 4 Frankenstein; 5 Elijah; 6 Salmon; 

7 Wolverhampton Wanderers; 8 Norns; 9 China; 
10 Jutland. 

Niner: CONSULATE 


Niner 




Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


25971 gives a Surrey town, 

29628 gives a second Surrey town, 

12893641 gives a Surrey village. 


1 

2 
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in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


TRAVEL BY 
COACH 

ALSO AVAILABLE 
BY EUROSTAR 


This sensational cruise showcases the highlights of the Rhine at every twist and turn, as we follow its 
course in the countries of Germany, France and Switzerland. 

Visits to Koblenz, Rudesheim, Mainz, Speyer, Strasbourg, Breisach, Basel & Mannheim 


Price Includes 

• Executive return coach travel from a departure 
point near you 

• Return overnight ferry from Hull to Rotterdam 
in an en suite cabin 

• Welcome drink, Captain's get-together 
& party night 


• En suite cabin accommodation aboard the 
MPS Lady Anne 

• Full board duringyourcruise 

• Entertainment every night of your cruise 

• Excursion to Lucerne 

• Servicesof a Cruise Manager 


2018 BROCHURE OUT NOW! 

Our River Cruise collection aboard MS Serenity & MPS Lady Anne is out now for 2018. Explore 
some of the Europe’s great rivers including the Rhine, Danube and the Dutch waterways. 


To book or request a brochure call 01858 438310 Quote OM17 (g) 

or visit arenarailholidays.co.uk A32EKJA »Ibta 

Operated by Arena Rail Holidays. Prices are per person & based on two people sharing. Single supplement applies. RAIL H O LI DAY S ABTANaYM 26 


8 days from £799, April - October 2018 


2018 BROCHURE OUT NOW! 

Relax and enjoy one of our expertly planned fully escorted holidays by rail. With travel into the 
heart of Europe by Eurostar you can choose from short breaks, classic tours, lakes and mountains 
to superb destinations. 


Your Chronicle 


THE 

RIVER AMELIA 

CRU SE RAIL HOLIDAYS 


Cruise the Rhine to Switzerland 


aboard MPS Lady Anne 
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12 days from £1245, May - August 2018 


To book or request a brochure call 01858 438493 Quote OM17 
or visit rivercruiseline.co.uk 

Operated by The River Cruise Line. Prices are per person & based on two people sharing. Single supplement applies. 


RIVER ® 
CRUISE ®abta 

LINE 


Little Trains of the Pyrenees 


by Rail 




«JUUAL U I 


Step aboard brightly coloured trains as we explore the Spanish and French Pyrenees mountain range 
and enjoy the scenic variety and cultural diversity of this special realm. 


Includes: Journey on the Yellow Train in the Pyrenees, the Red Train in the Pyrenees 
& the Nuria Valley Railway 


Price Includes 

• Return Eurostarf rom London to Paris 

• Return TGV from Paris to Perpignan 

• Connecting rail/coachjourneys 

• Seven nights' half board accommodation in Roses 

• Welcome drinkon day two 


• Wine served with evening meals 

• VisittoThuirwith winetasting 

• Visit to Figueres& entrance to the Dali Museum 

• Servicesof ourTourManager 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Well-presented 
semi-detached in 
a quiet location 

An extended and superbly maintained and 
presented semi-detached house in a quiet 
location, 5 Sunnybank Road, Oldbury, is for sale 
through Tom Giles at £299,950. 

This home has a large established private south¬ 
facing garden, built-in appliances in the kitchen, 
wooden flooring throughout the ground floor (except 
the kitchen) plus a host of other extras. 

The property has been modernised by the current 
owners to a high standard and has good-sized family 
accommodation with double glazing and gas central 
heating throughout. It stands set back from the 
roadside behind a block paved driveway with parking 
for two/three vehicles. 

It has a porch with tiled flooring, a hardwood to a 
reception hall with wooden flooring and an under¬ 
stairs storage area. The cloakroom has white fittings 
and wooden flooring. 

The lounge/dining room has a bay window, an 
ornate fireplace with a marble hearth and a living 
flame gas fire, wooden flooring, and double doors 
opening onto the reception hall and doors to the 
conservatory, which in turn has wooden flooring. 

The dining kitchen has granite working surfaces, 
corner gallery shelves, four tier drawers, a built-in 
double oven, four plate gas hob and extractor canopy 
above. There is also a built-in dishwasher, a “Schock” 
sink, built-in washing machine and larder cupboard, 
built-in fridge freezer and ceramic tiled flooring. A 
staircase leads from the reception hall to a first floor 
landing with a loft ladder to the storage loft with a 
velux roof light. 

Bedroom one has laminate flooring and a bay 
window. Bedroom two has laminate flooring, as does 
bedroom three. 

The bathroom has a white suite with vinyl floor 
covering and a heated towel rail. 

To the rear of the property is a large established 
private garden providing a block paved terrace, 
block paved steps down to a block paved patio, a 
rockery containing an abundance of mature shrubs 
and conifer trees. There is a shaped lawn with side 
borders containing mature shrubs and flowering 
plants and topiary/arbor leading to private seating 
area. The whole of the garden is fenced. 


OLDBURY £299,950 



KEY FEATURES 

Semi-detached 
Extended 
3 bedrooms 
Superbly maintained 
Quiet location 





LOVEYOUR 

POSTCODE 


loveyourpostcode.com® 

One Colmore Row, Birmingham, B3 2BJ | 0800 862 0870 

focus on achievingmore™ 

Selling fees from £849 me vat 



















































PROPERTY 29 



Four-bedroom 
detached home 
is modern and 
well presented 



TIPTON 

£350,000 


This beautifully presented 
modem four-bedroomed 
detached in Gough Drive, 
Tipton, is for sale through 
Skitts at £350,000 with no 
chain. 

Located on this lovely estate 
in Tipton, the property is a 
short distance away from local 
schools, amenities and travel 
links. 

Having the benefit of gas 
central heating and double- 
glazed windows throughout, 
the property also comprises 
two reception rooms, study, 
kitchen/diner, downstairs 
WC, four bedrooms, en-suite, 
bathroom, off-road parking, 
a double garage and rear 
garden. At the front is a large 
driveway with parking for 
multiple cars and a double 
garage. 

To book that all important 
viewing, to see if this is the 
ideal next home for you, call 
Skitts on 0121 520 2255 or 
visit www.skitts.net 



Stylish city centre 
style living on offer 


OLDBURY 
£600 PCM 


Available at the end of December 2017, this 
exclusive two-bedroomed apartment on the 
upper floors of The Hub, Stone Street, Oldbury, is 
available to rent through loveyourpostcode.com 
at £600 per calender month. 

A spokesman for the selling agent said: “Love Your 
Postcode are offering you a City Centre-esque luxury 
living for a fraction of the price.” 

The property comprises of a generous living room, 
a fitted kitchen including integrated appliances 
and a breakfast bar, an entrance hall, a luxurious 
master bedroom with en suite, an additional double 
bedrooms, a Juliette balcony, family bathroom and a 
secure entry system. 

Contact loveyourpostcode.com on 0800 862 0870. 





Link-detached property has been extended and improved 


This much extended modern three- 
bedroomed link-detached home in 
Lemox Road, West Bromwich, lies 
on a small and peaceful estate. 

With double glazing and gas 
central heating, it is for sale through 
loveyourpostcode.com at offers over 
£204,950. 

It is approached via a large block- 
paved driveway. There is a large porch 


WEST BROMWICH 
£204,950 

leading to the open plan reception 
room with a bay window. 

Its modern fitted kitchen has 
integrated appliances and access to 
the garage. 


The ground floor of this property 
benefits from a large rear extension 
which holds the third reception/fourth 
bedroom and a downstairs shower 
room with vinyl flooring. 

Upstairs are three double bedrooms 
with wardrobes and the bathroom. 

Contact loveyourpostcode.com on 
0800 862 0870. 



Forth AS2lSn Cottons 


Thursday 7th December 2017 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


by Auction? 

Call for your 

No Obligation 
Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 


• M 


Auctioneers 

of Residential and 

=>*4«r#M. * V* TFi 

Commercial Property, 

V" * ' T -4 - 

Land and Development 

•■-tfh- - .£v n *^\ 

Opportunities * 

r . f • •. * 

** 



Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 
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SALES OFFICE OPENING THIS WEEKEND 


SAT 18th 8< SUN 19TH NOV 


uJhJh/uAAAJjijty 


CARPETS INCLUDED - THIS WEEKEND ONLY* 


Join us this weekend and start discovering the 
extraordinary difference in our thoughtfully designed 
homes at The Laurels. See how we go further with 
the finer details and experience the lifestyle 
you can have when you join the Kier way of living. 
Plus reserve this weekend and we’ll include carpets* 


2, 3 and 4 bedroom homes from £134,995 
or with Help to Buy £107,996** 

THE LAURELS 

off Ocker Hill Road, Tipton DY4 OUW 


DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN US 

OPEN (from Sat 18th): Thursday to Monday 10am-5pm 
TELEPHONE: 07548 710763 
EMAIL: thelaurelssales@kier.co.uk 
WEB: www.kierliving.co.uk 




(Skier 


WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 


Photograph of a typical Kier showhome. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Available on selected plots reserved 18th/19th November 2017, subject to terms and conditions. **Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. 



TOM GILES & Co 


E: general@tomgiles.net www.tomgiles.net 
Oldbury T: 0121 552 6171 




OLDBURY 
KENDAL RISE 


£204,950 


The opportunity to acquire a deceptively spacious 
semi-detached house in need of general updating and 
decoration in quiet and convenient location, central 
heating, double glazing (where specified), front and rear 
gardens, garage and off-road parking. EPC Rating TBC 




HALESOWEN 
HOLLIES DRIVE 


£499,950 


A unique opportunity to acquire an individually built 
detached property situated on a private driveway next to 
Leasowes Park surrounded by gardens having stunning 
views from rear of the property across the garden to 
focal point pool. EPC Rating F 




OLDBURY 
MOAT ROAD 


£399,950 


EARLY INSPECTION RECOMMENDED TO AVOID 
DISAPPOINTMENT. Modernised and improved spacious 
semi-detached house. Double glazing, gas central 
heating, gardens front and rear, detached double garage 
and secure parking to rear. EPC Rating E 





OLDBURY 
MEHDI ROAD 


£229,950 


Spacious and well maintained detached property in a 
popular and convenient location. Double glazing, central 
heating, garage of off-road parking, rear garden. EPC 
Rating C 




ROWLEY REGIS 
HARROLD ROAD 


£225,000 


An extended semi-detached property in a convenient 
location. Having the benefit of a study which could be 
used as a 5th bedroom. Double glazing, gas central 
heating to porch, block paved driveway and large rear 
garden. EPC Rating C 




OLDBURY 
OLDACRE ROAD 


£112,500 


Semi-detached house in need of general updating and 
modernisation situated in a popular and convenient 
residential location. Central Heating, double glazing 
off-road parking to rear, garden with outside toilet. NO 
UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating C 



a 


I CAUSEWAY GREEN ROAD £600 

B 

OLDBURY ococ 

WELLESLEY ROAD £585 PCm 

a 

Spacious well maintained and presented semi-detached 


The opportunity to let an Edwardian terraced house 


house situated in a popular and convenient location. 

situated in a popular and convenient location. Central 

Double glazing, central heating, kitchen with built-in 

heating, double glazing, downstairs bathroom, garden to 


appliances, rear garden. Deposit - £900. EPC Rating D 

B 

rear -Deposit ££850. EPC Rating C 

a 


OLDBURY 

BOROUGH CRESCENT 


£475 pcm 


The opportunity to rent a first floor flat in a popular 
location. Re-decorated, re-carpeted, re-fitted kitchen 
and new sanitary fittings in the bathroom, double glazing 
(where specified), gas central heating, communal 
gardens. Deposit £650. EPC Rating C 


Contact us for a 


FREE VALUATION 


T: 0121 552 6171 


team 


APPROVED CODE 
































LAST FEW REMAINING 


AotCt fvuAA, out 

CARPETS & VINYL* 

Discover the extraordinary difference in our beautiful 
3 bedroom Redwood homes at Cedar Walk at £187,995. See how 
we go further with the finer details and imagine the lifestyle 
you can have with the Kier way of living. Reserve now 
and get your carpets and vinyl included* 

3 bedroom homes from £173,995 or 
with Help to Buy £139,196** 


WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 


CEDAR WALK 

Tibbington Terrace, Tipton DY4 9QJ 


DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN US 

OPEN: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 
TELEPHONE: 0845 652 0739 T or 07702 984341 
EMAIL: cedarwalksales@kier.co.uk 



[Skier 


www.kierliving.co.uk 
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Aerials 


Carpets 


Gardening 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 


I 


your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
ANY LIKE FOR LIKE ^ 
QUOTATION BEATEN 
Senior Citizen Discounts 
2 Year Guarantee 
Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 
SKY Q specialist 

Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 
Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Sandwell Based 
0121 441 2891 
Mobile: 07853 253176 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65-SATELLITE £80 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Carpentry 




CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 



Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


Bleach 

Cleanable 

Carpets 

from 

£3.50sq yd 


many instore itemsI 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 


Clickon=liheJpr many great prices - www.ablecarpets.co.uk 7— 


Kieron Bromley 
0121 588 7110 
West Bromwich 
Walsall 
Wednesbury 


Adrian Bromley 
0121 030 3633 
Tipton 
Oldbury 
Smethwick 


Liam Bromley 

01902 880041 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley 
Wolverhampton 


Decorating 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£425 

complete with handles 


External UP VC and composite doors 
also available 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM Late night 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX Thursdays 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 7 P m 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 


Bearwood Electrical Services 




NIC/EIC Registered 
Commercial & Domestic 
• Installer Scheme 
Fully Qualified & Insured 
All electrician work undertaken 

07507070786 / 01214345679 





Co our one 

Interior & exterior pai nting 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 



Electricians 


Garage Doors 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


Registered Company EPP31221 



L M S 

GARAGE DOoJsl 

All types o| doors 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairs! 

For a free survey and 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18701 


MSO electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: 1 —. .. 


mbelectric. co. uk I 


Gardening 



M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 
Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 



m 




TREE & GARDEN 
- SERVICES 


• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

• Trimming 

• Felling 

• Turfing 

• Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing 

• Block-paving specialists 

• Drives 

• Patios 

• Paths Building work undertaken 

• Tarmacing - Red or Black 
Professional quality work 


competitiv e prices 

All work i inrlprtqkpn 



CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 


0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 or 07376 612163 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing Turfing Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 


D.S.D 

SERVICES 

We climb the heights 


Installers UPVC fascias, soffits & guttering 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS OVER 
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


FREE 

Dry Verge 

or Guttering 

ON ALL ORDERS 



TELEPHONE DAVE 
0121 661 4884 or 07449 001 421 

For your Free Quotation 


ALL AREAS COVERED • ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Fencing 


T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
, AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 

SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS 


PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, , „ T 
THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK |^| 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 




^0121 565 4533 
07948 941 738 





















































































































Property Maintenance 


Roofing 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804124 730 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Plumbing & Heating 


KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 


www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


Plumbing 


STS Plumbing & Tiling Services 

ALL GENERAL PLUMBING & TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN 


7 } BATHROOM SUITES 
A RA DIATORS 
71 TANKS 

Kftj G^^^^mZAP’S} 




C 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment | 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 



W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 

★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
★ Plumbing / emergencies 

★ Bunding work 

All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 5565294 Mobile: 07817 727261 






Skip Hire 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


v MINI/MIDI 
SKIPS 


(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 




All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 



Roofing 


For more info call now on 0121 434 5679 / 07507 070786 


OUSEHOLD- 

_U IX/D BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/jlLp All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 A 

V* www.household-plumfoing.co.uk 


9 Tom Corbett Roofin g Services 




Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip 8, Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 

elite'pEastTcs 


•Fascias • Softs • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 /07985 575865 

www. el iteplas-ticsupvc.co.uk 



Rubbish Removal 


A1 Little Job Man © 


(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

3 Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


1 

fUii 


0121 553 3020 


C 


Rubbish Removal 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich _ 


J 


Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 


V. 


] 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH p 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs NO PROBLEM A - - 

We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 


0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 


Upholstery 


RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICES 

Specialists in _ 
Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 
SOFA WORKSHOP 
Oldbury 

Tel: 07816 818492 anytime 
y^email: vince.gandley@yahoo.com^ 
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VIDEO ADVERT 
CORPORATE VIDEO 


.now £349 

now £399 

quote ‘offer50’ 


www.m 


nadigital.co.uk/video-advertising MNA DIGITAL 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 



Family 


gggjggl 

ELECTRIC POWERED wheelchair, 
as new, hardly used, cost £730, will 
sell £430 ono. Must be seen. 

0121 532 1092. 



L Leisure 
Time 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

J All Caravans Wanted J 

★ Any Age or Condition ★ 
J *CASH * WAITING* J 

★ Immediate collection ★ 
£ Call Bill on 07825 325 913 J 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 



3 BEDROOM STATIC caravan for 
sale. 12 month season. Seaside 
location. Great facilities. Pet 
friendly, wifi. £14,995. Call Paul for 
information: 07960 944721. 


BAILEY SENATOR 
LOUISIANA 

2008 fixed island bed. 
4 berth twin axle. 
Seperate shower. 

£7,500 

07444384791 



\ 

Massage 


MOBILE Aromatherapy Massage 

Therapist Home / Hotel. To book 
appointments call 07437 569187. 



\ 

Antique Fairs 


* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS 
VINTAGE FAIR 

CORNBOW HALL, HAGLEY STREET, 
HALESOWEN, B63 3AT 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 17TH 

8:30 AM-15:00 PM 

★ 07783 680 627 ★ 


Autumn Fayres 


BROADWAY UNITED 
REFORMED CHURCH 
Autumn Fayre. 
Saturday, November 18. 
2pm - 4pm. 

Lots of goods for sale and 
afternoon tea. 

All proceeds for Charity. 


\ 

Christmas Events 

v_ 


CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

St Joseph's School 
Rough Hay Road 
Darlaston 

Saturday, November 18, from 
2pm till 4.30pm. 

Tombola, cakes, toys, straws, 
fancy goods, raffle and santa 
plus more stalls. Refreshments 
available. 

Admission 20p. 


CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

Warley Woods Methodist 
Church, Abbey Road, 
Smethwick, B67 5LS. 

Friday, November 17 
7pm - 8.30pm and 
Saturday, November 18 
between 11.30am -1 pm. 

Santa's Grotto, lots of stalls, 
plus hot food. 

Admission 30p. 

On 128 Bus Route 


HALLAM STREET 
METHODIST CHURCH 
West Bromwich 
Christmas Fayre 
Saturday, November 18, 
11am to 1pm, 
Admission free. 


HILL TOP METHODIST 
CHURCH 

New Street 
Hill Top 

West Bromwich 
B70 0HW 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

Saturday Nov 18, 2pm 
Admission Free 
Bric-a-Brac, Toys, Cakes, Gifts, 
Books, Tombola, Craft & Lots 
More. 


\ 

Table Top Sale 

v___ 


IN DOOR CAR BOOT SALE 

Saturdays 10am. 
November 11 and 18. 

St Mark's Church Hall, 
Ocker Hill Road, Tipton, 
DY4OUT 
Tables from £5. 

07954 579217. 


TABLE TOP SALE 

Saturday, November 18. 
Doors open at 11 am 
Moose Hall, Woodward Street, 
West Bromwich. 

B71 4AP. 

07986 952546 



Home & 
L Services 


ACORN STAIRLIFT 

Like new, straight staircase. 
Includes delivery and fitting by 
Acorn installer and 3 month full 
warranty. 

£1,200 

01902 609089. 


FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it 
to Katharine House Hospice. We 
collect for free. Telephone 
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford 
01785 247630, House clearance 
service 01785 760715. 



ONE WEEK ONLY-BIG DISCOUNTS 

Cookers, Fires, Autos, Tumble dryers, 
Built in ovens, Hobs, Fridge freezers, 
lots more at low prices. 

01902 403770 

- Past & Present - 

24 - 26 church street, Bilston 
(opposite town hall). 


CHESTNUT 
SHEDS AND 
FENCING LTD 

Manufacturers and Suppliers of 
Heavy Duty Fully Tanalised Sheds, 
Summerhouses & 

All Garden Buildings. 

Super Quality/Competitive Prices 
Bespoke Buildings Fitting Available 
Unit 17, Oak Street, 
Quarry Bank DY5 2JH 
01384 913422/01384 569779 
www.chestnutshedsandfencing.co.uk 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (incvat) 
WS32BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 




Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 


01922 712184 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

ELECTRIC BED, as new, unused, 
single, £300 o.n.o. Hostess trolley, 
4 Pyrex dishes, excellent working 
order, £40 o.n.o. 01543 505482. 


ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 


01543 453222 
07956 627367 



ALL PENS WANTED single pens 
and collections bought for cash by 
collector. 07946 043938. 


✓ CASH PAID ✓ 
£300+PER OUNCE 

FOR 9 CARAT GOLD. 

ANY AMOUNT COLLECTED! 

Sovereigns £200+ each, 

gold coins, pre - 47 silver coins, 
watches, costume jewellery, porcelain, any 
oriental items, old brass items, any silver 
items, War medals military etc. 

Lady Buyer 

Call: 01922 495066 . 

or 07971 783206 

READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 



CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 

COMPUTER MONITORS3 acer 
monitors, 24 inch, all in good condi¬ 
tion, ideal for triple screen. £120. 
07745 824818. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 



Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


" \ 

Service 


AERIAL /TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repair. Free Estimates. 7 
days. Aerials/ Sky/CCTV fitted. 
Wall mount/setups. 07850 330251 


specialists at 
your service 


X 

Appliance Repairs 

v___ 

A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900578897/07801 746853. 



A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 

CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOSTS 

BUSINESS! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Bathrooms 


BATHROOM DESIGN All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms: 07850 382548. 


Building Services 


APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, all 
building & all plastering work. 
Free quotes 07538118034 
or 01902 752161. 

G&D BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 

All work guaranteed 

07837 994465 701902 579592 


Building Supplies 

V_"_ 

DUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


Carpentry & Joinery 

v__ 

SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 


Carpet Fitters 

v_;_ 

A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


Damp Proof Control 


JUST DAMP PROOFING 

All Areas Covered 
Sovereign approved damp proofer 
Up to 30 years 
Backed Guarantee available 

Call 07903 029768 


Driveways & Patios 


P.W DRIVEWAYS 

The Block Paving Specialists. 
Patios, Drivewyas, Pathways etc. 

SPECIAL OFFER £50 PSM 
Free Quotes & Advice 

0800 747 1435 

(based in Great Wyrley) 

\ 

Fencing 


CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOSTS 

BUSINESS! 



“I am extremely happy 
with the service I get 
from my Express & 
Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and 
would recommend them 
to anyone! They have 
done a very professional 
job with my website so 
I get online enquiries as 
well now.” 

Michael- Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


PORTWfly 
f hlMCHNIQ 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £ 6 95 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30p 
Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury ^ 


Gardening Services 


J&B Tree Care, Landscapes 
& Jetwashing Services 

Tree’s, shrubs and hedges planted. 
Fencing supplied and erected. 
Stumps treated or removed. 

01922 449268 or 07786166856 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898710 / 07973177 976 


Gas Fitting 


GAS "i 
SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


\ 

Gates 

v_ 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


Handyman Services 



FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


House Clearances 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 


Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 




Kitchen Fitters 

V_ 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01922 606503 or 07519 694516. 
STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 
Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 

" \ 
Plumbing & Heating 
V___ 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too large. All work 
guaranteed. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or larae. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 


Skip Hire 

v 


COLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 

CLASS 1 DRIVER required. Walking 
floor trailer experience preferred. 
Walsall area. Call 07588 670336. 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


Removals 

v_ 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


Lock Services 


LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 07585 099385. 


Painters/ 

Decorators 


C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 
LADY DECORATOR Full house or 
one wall to customer requirements. 
Free quotes call: 07522 643706. 

N 


Plastering 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503 / 07519 694516 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 


Rubbish Removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 6- 


Roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 



#oo# 

We specialise in: 

New Roofing, Re Roofing, Leak Repairs, 
Emergency Repairs, Lead Work, Tiling and Slating. 


07476 834512 0121 4204374 
www.stoppsandpage.co.uk 



Express & Star 


OVEN CLEANERS! 


CLAIM 

YOUR 

FREE 

ADVERT 


Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661 
claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 



















































































































































































































Class if led Ads 


Tree Services 

v_ 

BUDGET TREE SURGERY Tall or 
small. Conifers & hedge trimming. 
Shrubs pruned, tidy ups & make 
overs 01543324608/07936882552 


Upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, I 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk | 


01543500677 07738851601 




Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland ISIews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


FRENCH BULLDOG Puppies, 3 
girls, 1 boy, bom Sept 22,17, ready 
to go Nov 17,17, first vaccination, 
microchipped and health check, 
£1,000 to good homes only. 

01922 750123 or 07811 378729. 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 

Commercial ] 
v Premises _ j 

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 


Free 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


6 

Property 


team 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Properties Wanted 



of purchase prfce 

IF.V,ERY4rTT IVIE \ 


FAST 4 Your House CASH 


| You agree the price, we buy the house... 

NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 
ffijg • FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 





WE WILL BUY 
YOUR HOME... 

FAST FOR CASH 


Guaranteed sale in 48 Hours 


0 100% of cash value paid 
0 No Commission 
0 All Legal Fees Paid 


Call us today on: 01902 50 44 48 
or visit our website: mpknights.co.uk 


I HOME BUYERS 

I THE EASY WAY TO SELL YOUR HOUSE 


We Buy Houses For Cash 

■ee Valuation? Yes/ No Fees? Yes/ Any Looa+ion? Yes/ 
is+ Sale? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 

6re+ your FREE, ins-han+ cash o££er +oday! 


Call 01216631797 

or text "Cash" to66777 ye^homebuyerg.eom | 


I WILL B UY Y OUR HOUSE 

Shy Price • Any Condition 9 Any Area " 


Call Paula 01384 467643 


Ve are not connected to any other advertis 
www.webuyhouseswestmidlands.co.uk 


V MEM 


1-BED FLAT OLDBURY, unfur¬ 
nished, £550pcm+ deposit, no 
DSS. Call 07711 379922. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


large sitting room, with double 
bedroom, 2 car parking spaces, 
£450pcm. 07956 347993. 


J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 

from £90 pw* 
Rooms 
from £65 pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 




caomsasasa 

J9accommodation .com 




Jobs 


EXPERIENCED BAR STAFF Full / 
part time, for real ale pub i 
Bearwood Tel 077951 88316 


ALUMINIUM DRESSER required for 
busy foundry Experience neces¬ 
sary. Please contact 
0121 553 1911 


Work project continues to 
sow the seeds of change 


Commercial feature 

The City Deal ‘Working Together’ 
Project now in its final year continues 
to sow the seeds of change to make 
life better for people in Princes End, 
Tipton. 

The local partnership including 
Bangladesh Women’s Association, 

Ideal for All, Black Country Housing 
Group and Murray Hall have supported 
over 300 customers since the project 
started in 2015 and moved nearly 100 
people into work in the Princes End 
ward alone! 

The project offers a range of support, 
advice, guidance, events, volunteering, 
specific job focused employability 
training, and, in addition each of the 
partners provide a variety of specialist 
services including therapeutic services, 
support for people with learning 
difficulties and disabilities. 

The Integrated Health, Wellbeing and 
Employment staff and volunteers have 
used the project as a means to brighten 
up Princes End, planting up pots, 
windowsills, and courtyards across the 
area. 

Teams have carried out weeding, 
maintenance and clearance and 
planted up colourful displays in places 
such as Burberry Court, Chadd 
Housing Association, local Schools 
and the Tipton Residents Association. 

One of the participants said: “I can’t 
believe how much rubbish there was 
before. It’s nice to see people taking 
pride in where we live.” 

The partnership approach is 
demonstrating the positive changes 



happening and the power of local 
people working together. 

Participants have said: ‘We’ve made 
the place look so much better.” 

For the project to continue to make an 
impact and leave a positive legacy for 
Tipton, local residents want to do more. 
We need your help! 


Are you a local business, organisation 
or community group in Tipton? Do you 
have a tired, unloved space that needs 
some green fingers? Maybe you live in 
Princes End and want to get involved? 

Contact Community Connector, 

Dawn, to find out more on 07977 
426586. 


WjQRKiNG 

TOGETHER 


Creating Community Chances in 
Bilston East, Darlaston South, 
Princes End and St Thomas’s 




Free training 
Advice and guidance 
Mentoring 
Community events 
Volunteering 


Placements 


Job matching 


UPCOMING EVENTS: 


1 23rd November - Pampering Day 

21 st December - Christmas Event with Santa! 

Various activities throughout Nov / Dec including 
Winter Lunch Clubs, Autumn Gardening / Bird Feeders, 
Xmas Wreaths, Decorations and Card Making! 

Call Dawn for more details on 07977 426586. 

I Are you Unemployed? 

Do you want support, advice and help with employment opportunities? 

Want to know more contact us on 01902 571201 to arrange a meeting or visit at 
your convenience. 

All our support is completely free and voluntary. 

The working together project aims to increase the employability of 2,800 
unemployed people in the Black Country. 

The project offers support based on individual need and brings together local agencies 
to help people in the community. 
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36 ClassffiedAds 


01902 3178781 bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Full Time General 


Precision Toolmaker (Jig & Tool) & Wire 
EDM Programmer / Setter / Operator 

Erodex are seeking a precision toolmaker, to work 
alongside a team of skilled engineers in the Halesowen 
toolroom. The role will include using a range of 
equipment, in support of various tooling projects. 

Key requirements: 

Read and understand engineering drawings 
Work to a high level of accuracy. 

The capability to use Bridgeport type manual millers, 
J&S style surface grinder / universal grinder and 
Newall type boring machine to a degree of confidence. 
Programme, set and operate a wire EDM machine to a 
high standard. 

Please send your CV to chris.grice( 
or to the address below: 


Chris Grice, Erodex UK Ltd, Tipper Trading Estate, 
Park Road, Halesowen, West Midlands, B63 2RH 
TEL: 01384 892011 


Courses 


BIRMINGHAM: 

30 NOV-1 DEC. & 27-28JAN. 
STOKE ON TRENT: 17-18 JAN. 


WOLVERHAMPTON: 

6-7 DEC. & 8-9 MARCH 
TELFORD: 25-26 JAN. 



Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEB0T0MIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 

For more info 

ortobook: WWW. 


1 m geopace J 


com 


HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community - MOD 


HGV CLASS 1 DRIVERS transport¬ 
ing steel, £500 per week take 
home. Nights out also availabe. 
Immediate start. Call Dan at Butlers 
Tel: 07791 320040. 


MOBILE HOME CARE STAFF 

required in the Stone Cross area, 
full and part time available. Must 
have own transport. Please call 
0121 544 7600 





AUDI A4 CONVERTIBLE 


2006 (56), 2L tdi, 70,200 miles, 
beige, abs, electric windows, 
airbag, air con, MoT Oct 18, 
metallic paint, central locking, 
PAS, Alloys, Leather Interior. 

£3,995. 

01922 644717. 


FORD KA 

2011 , 

two owners from new, 
12 months MoT, 
50,000 miles from new, 
immaculate condition, 
£30 per year tax. 
£2,850 

07519 416239. 


MUST BE SEEN 


HYUNDAI il 0 1.2 
PREMIUM 

5 door, 66 plate, hatchback, 
4,300 miles, Cat D, reliable. 

Quick sale £5,000. 
Telephone 07828 749540 
or 0121 558 7148. 

povrai@hotmail.co.uk. 


MUST BE SEEN 


HYUNDAI iX20 

61 reg, 

White, 
low mileage, 
FSH, 

long MoT, 
Excellent condition. 

£4,950 ono. 
07717 341319. 



MAZDA MX5 1.8S 

2001 Convertible, MoT 2018, 
average mileage, excellent 
service record, immaculate, 
racing bronze, Mohair hood, 
alloys, EW, Pioneer Dab, 
garaged. 

£1675. 

0121 3847888. 07771 428793. 



NISSAN QASHQAI 

2011, 81,652 Miles,12 months 
MOT, Red, abs, electric 
windows, air bag, electric 
mirrors, air con, fsh, central 
locking, cruise control, diesel 
£6,500.00 ono 
07864 964724 


PEUGEOT 107 

61 plate, 

40,000 miles, 

MoT September 2018, 
Lady owner 4 years, 
immaculate condition. 
£1,650 ono 
01543 360246. 

Isansi 


FORD FOCUS 1.6XL, 2003, 85,000 
miles, green, electric windows, air 
con, alarm, MoT, good runner, used 
daily. Rugeley area. £350 ono. 

07961 880148. 



HONDA ACCORD TOURER 
2.2 CTDi SPORT 

2007, 148k miles, grey met, 
black alloys, half leather, Sat 
Nav, Bluetooth, e/w, e/m, 
privacy glass, towbar, fsh, MoT 
August. 



MERCEDES A150 CLASSIC 

2005, only 60,700 miles. 
Met Silver. ABS. E/W. Air 
Bags. 

E/M. A/C.FSH. 

Alarm, MoT to Feb 18. 
RCL. PAS. Stereo. CD. 
Spots. Two Keys. 

18" Merc Alloys. 

£1,295. 

07392 737869. 


at 

SKODIA FABIA1.4 

HT05 EKE, Black, petrol, 
66,000 miles, MoT June 9, 
nice condition. 

£1,250. 

07448 950663. 


at 

SKODIA FABIA1.4 

HT05 EKE, Black, petrol, 
66,000 miles, MoT June 9, 
nice condition. 

£1,250. 

07448 950663. 


BARGAIN 


VAUXHALLASTRA 
1600 SXi 

2dr coupe, black, 2007 (57), 8 
months MoT, good condition, 2 
owners from new, private sale, 
first to see will buy. 

£1,095. 

07971 827944. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 




Mobile Mechanics 


MB MOTORS MOBILE MECHANIC 

MOT'S, Servicing, Tyres, Diagnos¬ 
tics, AC & Electrics. 07809 871733 


wii 


Local 

Information 


FRANK HENRY MORRIS 
(otherwise Mr Francis Henry Morris) 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the above named, late of 43 
Highfield Road, Tipton, West Midlands 
DY4 ORB, who died on 28/09/2017, are 
required to send written particulars thereof to 
the undersigned on or before 17/01/2018, after 
which date the Estate will be distributed 
having regard only to the claims and interests 
of which they have had notice. 

Chorus Law Limited acting for the 
Personal Representative, Heron House, 
Timothy's Bridge Road, Stratford-upon-Avon 
CV37 9BX. Ref: 144297 






FreeAds 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

"Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250, simply fill out the 

ADVERT DETAILS - (ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 


Please send to: Classif iedAds, Express & Star, 51 -53 Queen St, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES. 


IT’S ABSOLUTELY FREE 

‘Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. Limited time only 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

The council proposes to make The Sandwell Borough Council (Devonshire Junior School, 
Smethwick) (20mph Zone) Order 2017 to: 1) Prohibit any vehicle exceeding a speed of 
20mph on the sections of roads highlighted in grey on drawing number 39520.2) The 
provisions of this Order shall not apply to:- any vehicle on occasion when it is being used 
for fire brigade, ambulance or police purposes, if the observance of that provision would 
be likely to hinder the use of the vehicle for the purpose for which it is being used on that 
occasion, or to a vehicle being used: (a) for Serious Organised Crime Agency purposes, 
or (b) for training persons to drive vehicles for use of Serious Organised Crime purposes. 
However, (except where it is being used for training the person by whom it is being 
driven), the exemption does not apply in relation to a vehicle unless it is being driven by 
a person who has been trained in driving vehicles at high speeds. 3) The Order shall not 
apply to a vehicle if it is a vehicle used for the naval military or air force purposes and 
that vehicle it is being driven by a person or a member of the armed forces of the Crown 
on an occasion when:- (a) the person driving the vehicle is a member of the Special 
Forces as defined in the Road Traffic Exemptions (Special Forces) (Variation and Amendment) 
Regulations 2011; and (b) the vehicle is being driven:- (i) in response, or for practice in 
responding, to a national security emergency by a person who has been trained in driving 
vehicles at high speeds; or (ii) for the purpose of training a person in driving vehicles at 
high speeds. Full details may be examined at: Sandwell Council House, Freeth Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE during normal office hours. Objections in writing, 
stating your grounds to Robin Weare, at Freeth Street address or email to: 
philip_walton@sandwell.gov.uk by 07/12/2017. 

Speed Tables Consultation 

The council also proposes to construct speed tables to reduce the speed of vehicles at 
the following locations: 

Speed Tables: Location; Area (m 2 ); Height (mm) 

Junction Devonshire Road/Topsham Road; 229.811; 75 
Junction Devonshire Road/Bertram Road; 243.271; 75 
Junction Devonshire Road/Bowden Road; 267.488; 75 
Junction Devonshire Road/St Alban’s Road; 324.381; 75 
Junction Devonshire Road/Sabell Road; 309.307; 75 
Junction Devonshire Road/Dibble Road; 295.016; 75 
Junction Devonshire Road/Stony Lane; 468.116; 75 
o/s 91 Devonshire Road; 52.792; 75 

Full details may be examined at: Director Regeneration & Growth, Sandwell Council 
House, Freeth Street, Oldbury, B69 3DE during normal office hours and at 
www.sandwell.gov.uk Objections in writing to Robin Weare, at Freeth Street address 
or email to: philip_walton@sandwell.gov.uk by 07/12/2017. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Planning 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 

DC/17/61044 Mr Stanford 
Deeble 
Ventures Two 
Limited 


This is a major application. 
DC/17/61103 Mr K Singh 
C/0 PADD 
Limited 


anu o imu. l ueu lesiueimai 
apartments with associated 
parking and landscaping works. 


Former Sandwell 
College & Crocketts 
Lane Primary School 
Buildings & Land 
Crocketts Lane 
Smethwick 


Proposed variation of condition 1 
of planning permission 
DC/16/59552, for alterations to 
road layout of development and 
associated parking and retaining 
works, changes to the side 
elevation of Plot 47, and elevation 
changes to listed building A. 


The Timbertree 
65A Valley Road 
Cradley 
Heath B64 7LR 


Proposed alterations to previous 
approved proposal DC/16/59487 


development of 17 No. 1 bed 


Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, 

Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.45a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.45a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) or 
via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

Mr JAN BRITTON, Chief Executive 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Kelvin Way, West Bromwich) (Temporary No 
Waiting At Any Time Restriction) Order 2017 intends to temporarily prohibit waiting at 
any time at the following location in Kelvin Way, West Bromwich: Kelvin Way - south side 
- from a point 70 metres from the extended eastern kerbline of Dawes Avenue, for a 
distance of 45 metres in an easterly direction. The maximum duration is 18 months, but 
the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed 
by 26/11/18, effective from 27/11/17. Purpose - to assist access and egress for vehicles 
entering BMV’s site compound throughout the period of the Oldbury Viaduct works on M5 
by BMV. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Hobicus Lane (former) and potential historic 
footpath off Mill Lane, Langley) (Temporary Road and Footpath Closure) Order 2017, 

intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along the road formally 
known as Hobicus Lane, Langley and pedestrians from passing via the potential historic 
footpath off Mill Lane, Langley. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is 
expected to be completed by 26/05/19 effective from 27/11/17. No diversion routes will 
be signed. Purpose - to facilitate the proposed extinguishment of public highway by 
Lioncourt Homes. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Taylors Lane, West Bromwich) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along 
Taylors Lane, West Bromwich. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is 
expected to be completed by 22/12/17 effective from 04/12/17. A diversion route for 
traffic will be signed via Stoney Lane, St Clement’s Lane and vice-versa. Purpose - to 
facilitate works to a gas main by Balfour Beatty for Cadent Gas Ltd. 


LEGAL/PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

For convenience youmay fax 
any advertising requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 



(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 


*Advertise any item 
FREE up to the 
value of £250go to: 

www. expressandstar. com 
Ibookanad 

*T&C’s apply 




ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 
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The new car has more edgy styling than the outgoing model 


By John Griffiths 

Out on the streets there’s a familiar face - 
but don’t be fooled. 

SEAT’S new supermini is clearly an Ibiza but 
this is no midlife makeover. It’s a completely 
new car. While it in some ways shares the 
familiar outline of its predecessor, the new 
car’s more edgy styling in fact owes a lot to its 
big brother, the Leon. 

Plus it’s on the brand new MBQ-Ao platform 
(the first car in the VW Audi Group to benefit 
from this radical step forward), and it will be 
built alongside the Audi A1. 

While it is slightly shorter on the outside, 
inside it’s considerably bigger than the 
outgoing model because it’s wheelbase has 
been stretched, benefitting ride and handling 
but also adding 35mm extra legroom in the 
rear, taking it to the top of the class. 

Plus there’s a generous for the class 355 
litres of boot space, if you opt for the version 
with a tyre repair kit and electric inflator 
instead of a full-size spare wheel. 

There is a range of petrol-only engines 
offering power outputs from 75 to 115PS 
all with lively performance and economy of 
around the 50mpg mark. There’s no diesel 
option, but with SEAT’S history of creating 
sporty models you won’t be surprised that 
a 1.5TSI (another new VW Group engine) is 
coming soon in the 150PS Evo version. 

Prices start from £13,130 for the entry level 
S model, but SEAT expects the best seller to 
be the better equipped SE, from £14,000 to 
£14,595 according to engine choice. 

At the top of the range the tree splits in to 
two branches - the sportily themed FR and 
the luxury Xcellence, the flagship topping out 
at £17,310. 

Bearing in mind equipment levels, interior 


space and new levels of refinement the 
new Ibiza poses a serious, value for money 
challenge to some of its big rivals like the Ford 
Fiesta and Vauxhall Corsa. 

Not that the Ibiza has been slow out of the 
showrooms: it’s played a major part in SEAT’S 
30 per cent increase in sales over the past 
four years, making the Spanish company one 
of the fastest growing brands in the UK. 

The three ‘standard’ engines are all based 
on the (fairly) new 1.0 litre, three cylinder 
turbocharged petrol unit, which has already 
impressed on the larger, heavier VW Golf. 

Similar engines seem to be taking over the 
small car sector and, if you’ve tried one, that 
won’t be a surprise. It isn’t just the horsepower 
they produce (compared to normally 
aspirated units), it’s the extra, hefty levels of 
torque thanks to turbocharging which means 
livelier performance at relatively low revs. 

Then, as you get towards motorway cruising 
speeds it’s the ability to keep up with the flow 
of traffic at lower revs, lower noise levels and 
greatly increased refinement. It feels like a 
non-turbo engine of 1600 or even 1800cc in a 
quality midrange family car. 

Most manufacturers have now realised 
the benefits of what are incredibly efficient 
little engines, capable of lively performance, 
increased economy and low C02 levels. 

The chosen test car was an SE version with 
the middle (95ps) engine, which at £14,595 
is likely to be one of the biggest-selling new 
Ibizas. For the record, it’s 0 to 62mph sprint 
time is a quick 10.9 seconds while its official 
fuel average is 60.1 mpg, with a low 106g/km 
of C02 and an affordable group 5E insurance 
rating. 

That’s signicantly quicker, yet more 
economical, than the 75PS non-turbo power 
plant in the basic model. But of course the 


figures don’t tell the whole story: it’s that more 
relaxed and refined driving experience which 
gives the car a grown-up feel. The 175Nm 
of torque at just 1,500rpm - for the sake of 
comparison that’s nearly double the pulling 
power of a conventional one litre car from the 
same group, and a much lower revs, too. 

As well as more leg room, the new Ibiza 
is 87mm wider than its predecessor which, 
together with the extra legroom, makes 
the back rather more comfortable for three 
passengers (although the centre ‘seat’ is 
rather firmer and narrower than the outer two). 

Inside, the cabin has taken a big step 
forward with improved design, higher quality 
materials and additional instruments and 
equipment. The centre console is dominated 
by a five-inch touchscreen multi media 
system (with remote controls duplicated 
on the steering wheel). The car also comes 
with aircon, Bluetooth, a full safety package 
including multiple airbags, ABS, tyre pressure 
monitoring, stability programme, emergency 
brake assist and hill hold assist, LED lights, 
front fog lights with cornering function, electric 
front windows, trip computer and 15-inch alloy 
wheels. 

Higher up the range, the FR and Xcellence 
benefit from multiple driving modes (from 
eco to sport), electrically folding mirrors and 
upgraded upholstery and trim. The FR also 
has sports suspension. 

The SE test car’s suspension, combined 
with the engineering benefits from the new 
platform and longer wheelbase (with shorter 
overhangs) makes even this non-sports 
version a fun to drive supermini. Its optimum 
damping provided a smooth, quiet rider over 
some of the rougher roads on the Welsh 
test run. Yet at the same time its dynamic 
performance is impressive: the Ibiza’s turn-in 


is quick and accurate, and it runs through 
the quicker bends with confidence-inspiring 
stability an an absence of body roll. 

Of course there will be those who opt for 
the even more dynamic FR - which you’ll 
have to do if you want the more top-powered 
1.5TSI, 150PS engine, only available in this 
specification. 

The Ibiza story goes back to 1984 and in its 
four generations so far it has been a mainstay 
of SEAT’S sales. The new generation model 


is bigger inside, has a much-improved 
interior and more equipment than ever. Plus 
SEAT hasn’t thrown the baby out with the 
bathwater - the company has always enjoyed 
something of a fun, sporty reputation and the 
new model certainly won’t disappoint in that 
aspect, even though its engine range has 
reached new levels of efficiency. 

If you’re in the market for a good supermini 
that won’t break the bank, it’s worth booking 
a test drive. 


SALES EVENT 

17-19 November 2017 



£500 WITH A NEW VAUXHALL 

FREE FUEL IN ADDITION TO OUR OTHER GREAT OFFERS 

Visit your local Vauxhall Retailer between 17-19 November to find out more. 



Dudley Motor Company 

Dudley 01384 454100 

Halesowen Motor House 

Halesowen 0121 503 0001 


T Wall Garages 

Kingswinford 01384 288333 

Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 01384 447970 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Mokka X Active 1.4i Turbo (MOPS) Start/Stop 
FWD: Urban: 37.2 (7.6), Extra Urban: 55.4 (5.1), Combined: 47.1 (6.0). C0 2 emissions: 140g/km. # 

‘Participating Retailers only. £500 Free Fuel is not given in cash. Offer available on eligible new vehicle orders from 17-19 November 2017, which is subsequently registered by 30 November 2017. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 units. All other customers 
are excluded. Terms, conditions and exclusions apply. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/salesevent or contact your local Retailer for details. Vauxhall Motors Limited reserves the right to change, amend or withdraw this offer at any point in time. #Fuel consumption information is official government 
environmental data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU-regulated test data is provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 
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Full of tech and stands out from herd 



Citroen C3’s signature Airbump® panels which really do guard against everyday dents and scrapes 


By Sharon Walters 

It’s close on a year since the latest update 
of the hit UK roads Citroen C3 and it 
quickly garnered success winning several 
major awards. 

Among the trophies on the shelf are Best 
Small Car 2017 in the Fleet News Awards, 
Supermini of the Year in the Contract Hire 
and Leasing.com Awards 2016/2017 and Best 
Urbanite in the BBC Top Gear Magazine’s 
Nest Cars in the World issue in late 2016. 

It was praised for its fresh and adventurous 
styling inside and out, wrapped in a practical 
package and with the latest technology. 

Plus it won over on its versatility and 
accessibility with plenty of room and low 
running costs. 

A recent re-visit to the car that has sold 
more than 3.6 million across the world, and is 
Citroen’s best seller, has confirmed all of that 
and just a little bit more. 

The car is highly customisable, a feature 
becoming more and important to buyers, with 
three roof colours to choose from, and nine 
body colours - that means you get no fewer 
than 36 exterior colour combinations. 

You also get the feature that was at first held 
in some scepticism by some but now is a big 
hit, Citroen C3’s signature Airbump® panels 
which really do guard against everyday dents 
and scrapes, especially against trolleys in 
supermarket car parks. 

Inside you get a choice of three interior 
finishes, including two optional upgrades - 
‘Urban’ Red and ‘Hype’ Colorado - with a 
high quality of finish and trim. It’s a very cosy 
experience but at the same time calm and so 
stylish. 

The seats are comfortable front and rear and 


/ 



Bold and colourful personality 


the panoramic glass sunroof (where fitted) 
that fills the car with natural light makes the 
cabin appear much bigger than it actually 
is. In any event the C3 has one of the most 
spacious cabins in the supermini sector with 
plenty of leg and head room, a spacious boot 
of 300-litres. You also get several generous 
storage compartments too. 

The ConnectedCAM Citroen™ technology 
made its first appearance in this C3. Featuring 
a wide-angle HD camera (positioned just 
behind the rear-view mirror), GPS technology 
and a 128GB memory, it has two main 
functions. ConnectedCAM Citroen™ can be 
used to safely take photos or videos that can 
be instantly shared via social media using a 
free app. It also operates as a conventional 
dashcam in the event of an on-road incident. 
And how the techies love this feature ... 

With GPS as part of ConnectedCAM 
Citroen™, the driver can also locate their 
vehicle when it has been parked in an 
unfamiliar location. And how many times have 
we all wasted time searching for a car in a 
busy town or city or packed car park? 

There’s a 7-inch colour touchscreen in the 


middle of the dashboard that gives intuitive 
access to all of the main vehicle controls, 
including CitroenConnect Nav. This latest- 
generation navigation system is both touch 
and voice activated. It accesses connected 
services such as TomTom Traffic to provide 
live traffic updates, and also highlights known 
accident blackspots. 

MirrorLink® and Apple CarPlay™, a 
reversing camera and hill-start assist are part 
of the package and safety-wise features a 
lane departure warning system, blind-spot 
monitoring and a driver attention alert. 

There’s a choice of efficient PureTech 
petrol and BlueHDi Diesel engines - all of the 
PureTech petrol engines are versions of the 


International Engine of the Year winner in 2015 
and 2016. 

I drove the punchy and responsive S& S 
PureTech 110 manual (in a vibrant red which 
meant I was very much ‘seen’) in top-of-the- 
tree Flair trim. It’s Euro 6 with just 103g/km 
Co2 emissions and while official fuel figures 
reckon 61.4mg in a combined cycle, in the 
real world you can manage around 55mpg, 
as I did. It also had the Urban Red interior 
whose highlights inclde a red stripe around 
the dashboard and red stitching on the cloth 
coverings. I loved it. 

The engine has plenty of torque and quite 
happily enjoys all sorts of driving conditions. 
Suspension is comfortable and supple when 


needed and there is very little noise from 
either wind or tyre/road rumble. It’s calm and 
quiet experience in the cabin out on the open 
road. 

If you want a car that looks a little different 
from the herd, is a comfortable drive, with 
reasonable running costs and price tag, C3 is 
well worth a test whether as a fleet choice or 
for the private buyer. 

Prices start at £11,935 on-the-road for the 
entry level Puretech 68 manual in Touch trim. 

My test car was £16,685 on-the-road with 
a package of extras including metallic paint, 
Citroen Connect box, panoramic glass roof 
and upgraded alloy wheels taking it up to 
£18,630. 



USED CAR DEALS 


PRIVATE AND FROM THE TRADE! 
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Guest speaker Maggie Alphonsi Sports Personality Acelya Toprak 


Some of the award winners at the ceremony at the Copthorne Hotel Abbie Hinton from the School of the Year 


Aspiring Athlete winner Freya Robson 



Coach of the Year Wayne McDonald and Diane Davies, Express & Star 


Region's sports stars 
honoured at ceremony 


INSPIRATIONAL tales of determination, 
grit and teamwork emerged as the win¬ 
ners were revealed at this year’s Black 
Country Sport and Physical Activity 
Awards. 

Ten awards were handed out on the night rec¬ 
ognising the achievements and contributions of 
athletes, coaches, sport clubs and volunteers. 

A total of 35 finalists were in the running for the 
awards, run by Active Black Country. 

Former women’s England Rugby player Maggie 
Alphonsi MBE was special guest and gave an inspi¬ 
rational speech about her journey from being born 
with a clubfoot to lifting the Rugby Union World Cup 
in 2014. 

ACB vice chairman Amanda Tomlinson kicked off 
the ceremony, at the Copthorne Hotel in Brierley 
Hill. She said: “The Black Country has got a wide and 
diverse history. We are defined by our people. 

“The levels of deprivation in the Black Country 
are significant and physical inactivity is highest here 
across the region. People are not getting the benefits 
of sport, which is quite worrying and significant. But 
sport has got the power to change this.” 

Project 

The first award of the night went to Dudley Disa¬ 
bility Swimming Project for Sportivate Project of the 
Decade. The group runs swimming sessions for young 
disabled people, where more than 20 attend each 
week. Funding ran out over a year ago but organisers 
have been able to keep the project afloat. 

Next up was Tividale Football Academy which won 
Community Club of the Year. The club was praised 
for forging strong links with local schools and the 
police and helping to change young people’s lives for 
good through the power of football. 

Tividale has 350 youngsters in its ranks and more 
than 40 volunteers across 24 teams. 

Keith Thompson, from the club, said: “It is a fan¬ 
tastic achievement, for the volunteers, players and 
everybody else involved with the club.” 

School of the Year was won by the Federation of 
Abbey Infant & Abbey Junior Schools in Sandwell 
with representative Abbie Hinton picking up the 
award on its behalf. The school was praised for its PE 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Ben Lammas 


“The Black Country has got 
a wide and diverse history. 
We are defined by our peo¬ 
ple.” 


curriculum which helped children with their moral, 
spiritual and cultural development. Abbie Hinton, 
from the school, said it was a great achievement to 
win the award. 

The Community Impact Award went to Benson 
Community Project in Smethwick. The initiative has 
helped to engage more than 1,000 residents in differ¬ 
ent activities, boost the relationship between police 
and youths and help young people get into work and 
join football teams. 

Paul Landucci said: “I’m astonished and amazed 
we have won this award. Smethwick itself should be 
winning this award. It’s about people who love what 
they do.” 

The Coach of the Year award went to judo teacher 
Wayne McDonald. Wayne has taught judo for 13 years 
and recently developed his coaching skills by teaching 
visually impaired youngsters at the annual British 
Blind Sport Day. He was praised for being a positive 
role model who is always willing to help. Wayne trains 
beginners at school and community clubs and coaches 
at competition up and down the country. 

The Aspiring Talent award went to Freya Robson, 
who is a second-dan black belt in karate. Freya has 
won three medals for England and recently achieved 
gold in the under-21 kata competition at the Wado 
European Championships in Paris. 

Practising karate has helped give her social skills 
and the ability to focus and she now teaches karate 
after recently qualifying as a junior coach. 

She said: “There is a lot more that goes into sport 
than just training and competition. There is a lot 
more people that have helped me than they realise.” 


Community Rangers FC picked up the Satellite 
Club of the Year award as part of an initiative called 
‘Football for AH’. 

Rangers set up a satellite club, with Sporting 
Equals, at Dudley Goals Soccer Centre to work with 
hard to reach groups from mosques and schools. The 
project has seen an increase of youngsters and their 
families get on board which has resulted in a base of 
volunteers. 

The Power of Sport award went to Natty Blewitt, 
who is bound to a wheelchair. But Natty, who found 
being active a challenge, joined a 5km runners group 
for beginners. 

She found the route challenging but showed great 
resilience and identified routes more suitable. Now 
her group has moved to flatter ground to enable her 
and others in wheelchairs to take part. 

She said: “I’m really astonished to win the award. 
All of this has made a big change to my life. Just a few 
years ago I weighed over 20 stone but I have since lost 
nine stone.” 

Acelya Toprak won Sports Personality of the Year. 
She has been performing at the highest level of judo 
for more than 10 years and is now moving up to sen¬ 
ior level. She has won three gold medals, two silver 
and one bronze competing at European events, all 
while studying for a degree. 

Support 

The Unsung Hero award went to John Totney and 
Martin Floyd, who in the past two years have tallied 
up 1,400 hours, or 58 days, of voluntary work sup¬ 
porting disabled people at Portway Lifestyle Centre 
in Oldbury. 

John, now retired, has been in the role since 2013. 
Martin, who was born with spina bifida and hydro¬ 
cephalus and is in a wheelchair, became a volunteer 
after visiting the gym. They each give 20 hours of 
their time a week. 

The final award of the night was the Elvis Gor¬ 
don Chair’s Recognition Award which went to Black 
Country Talent Match, a project which helps disad¬ 
vantaged young people into work and use sport and 
physical activity as one of the routes. 

Darren Harris, from the project, said: “Sport is not 
just about the physical benefits but the mental health 
benefits too.” 


Young kickboxer Ellie 
shows she is all Hart 

THE Hart School in Rugeley is celebrating the success of one of its stu¬ 
dents, who has been invited to join the Great British Kickboxing Team. 

Ellie Harvey, aged 12, represented Great Britain at the WAKO Junior 
European Championships held in Skopje in Macedonia. 

Thirty-seven countries competed in this prestigious event, with a total 
of 1,600 competitors selected to represent their respective age and weight 
categories. Ellie fought in the under-12s section, competing against older 
and significantly taller girls, dominating at many stages of the competition 
and refusing to surrender to her opponents. After a tense semi-final she lost 
out by two points, but earned herself a bronze medal. 

Holly Hartley, acting executive principal of the Hart School, said: “Elbe’s 
accomplishments are outstanding, her determination and resilience set an 
example to us all. We are all very proud of this young lady, and are sure we 
will see her representing her country at an even higher level, in the not- 
so-distant future.” 


Merse enjoys sharing 
Molineux memories 

FORMER Arsenal, Villa and Walsall midfielder Paul Merson told stories 
about his glittering playing career to help raise funds for the Steve Bull 
Foundation. 

Merson, equally famous for his role as a pundit on Sky Sports, teamed 
up with the legendary Wolves striker to entertain a captivated audience of 
football fans at Molineux 

The 49-year-old, who also had a spell managing Saddlers, told stories 
about his trophy-laden time at Arsenal and also commented on the 21 caps 
he won for England and discussed his television career. 

He admitted enjoying his time back at Molineux. 

“I have known Bully and his wife Kirsty a long time so when they asked 
me to come up and help out it wasn’t a problem at all,” he said. 

“They are good people who do a lot of work for charity. It’s great to help 
them and great for me personally to be back at Molineux. I got a standing 
ovation here one day when I played for Villa in a pre-season friendly.” 


Legends turn out for 
sick keeper Dudley 

FORMER stars of Albion and Villa have agreed to dust off their boots in 
a benefit match for ex-goalkeeper Derek Dudley. Dudley, who spent four 
years at Villa in the 1980s and also played for the Baggies, is terminally ill 
at the age of just 47. 

Members of Villa’s 1982 European Cup-winning side Gordon Cowans, 
Nigel Spink, Pat Heard, Tony Morley and Peter Withe will line up alongside 
Albion heroes Richard Sneekes and Bob Taylor in the Midlands Legends 
team taking on Romulus Veterans at Sutton Coldfield Town on Sunday. 

Former Villa men Julian Joachim, Darren Byfield, Lee Hendrie and 
Tony Daley will also be in attendance. Dudley lives in Rugeley with his 
wife Helen and two children Daniel, 13, and Elizabeth, 11. 

Admission is priced at £3 for adults; £1 children; and a family ticket for 
two adults and two children is £5. Those in attendance are invited back 
for refreshments and an auction at The Yenton pub, Sutton Road, Wylde 
Green. All proceeds will go directly to Dudley and his family. 
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Dale chips 
in to clinch 
tight game 

Rugeley 15 Wednesbury RUFC 21 

WEDNESBURY’S games at Rugeley are 
traditionally very hard games and this 
was no exception. 

From the off both sides tried to play at 
100 miles an hour. Eventually the game 
settled down and both sides started to 
play fast attacking rugby with some very 
hard tackles going in. In the end the re¬ 
sult could have gone either way. 

Matt Dale converted a 20th minute 
kick to give Wednesbury the lead. This 
only lasted for about a minute as Ruge¬ 
ley went over, the try not converted. 

Wednesbury were forced into a change 
with the injured Gary Page replaced by 
Dave Hall. It took Rugeley only two min¬ 
utes of the second half to increase their 
lead, with a converted try. But Wednes¬ 
bury reduced the arrears within a couple 
of minutes as John McGregor dived over 
and Matt Dale converted. 

Into the last 20 minutes, Dale kicked 
a penalty to give Wednesbury the lead. 
Again it didn’t last as Rugeley kicked a 
penalty to regain the advantage. 

Dale was to have the last word as he 
grounded. No conversion but with a cou¬ 
ple of minutes remaining Wednesbury 
were awarded another penalty and Dale 
stepped up. 

This weekend Wednesbury take on 
Linley at home in the semi final of the 
Staffs Cup ko 2-15. 

Wednesbury 2nds beat Rugely 2nds 
39-30, with two tries from Oily Beard 
and Brett Hooper, Luke Pittaway, Doug 
Morgan one try each, Simon Wallace 
kicked three conversions and a penalty. 

Swiss defeat casts 
doubt on McAuley's 
international place 

ALBION defender Gareth McAuley 
could have played his final international 
match after Northern Ireland’s World 
Cup hopes were ended in Switzerland. 

McAuley, who turns 38 next month, 
won his 76th cap at St Jakob-Park on 
Sunday when Michael O’Neill’s team 
failed to overturn a 1-0 first-leg deficit 
from Thursday’s encounter in Belfast. 

“What I do is probably a lot to do with 
what Michael does and what happens 
after this campaign - that will have a lot 
to do with what I decide,” McAuley said. 

Centre-back McAuley admits his deci¬ 
sion may hinge on whether O’Neill re¬ 
mains in charge or is lured away having 
enhanced his reputation by taking the 
nation to the brink of back-to-back major 
tournaments. “So it’s possible this could 
be my last game,” he said. 

“You never know. I need to make sure 
I’m playing regular football to even con¬ 
sider coming away to play international 
football, and there are obviously other 
factors involved that will possibly come 
to light and would be a factor in me de¬ 
ciding what I want to do, but I would like 
to be available to play,” he added. 


Harris races to hat-trick of awards 


LUKE Harris was the most decorated 
rider at Cradley’s End of Season Pres¬ 
entation. 

The 18-year-old walked away with 
three trophies to cap off a fine year for 
the youngster. 

Harris received the Wayne Garratt 
Memorial Trophy for Most Improved 
Rider, the Max Cartwright Memorial 
Shield and comfortably secured the 

Luke Harris - award treble Most Bonus Points award. 



Harris said: “It’s been a great year 
and to have three awards to show for 
it feels brilliant. 

“I’ve got my head down this year, 
I’ve shown everyone what I can ac¬ 
tually do and it’s nice to see the fans 
appreciate it.” 

While Harris claimed the most 
awards, it was skipper Tom Perry 
who received the most prestigious tro¬ 
phy available. Club supporters voted 


Perry as their rider of the year as he 
picked up the Ivor Hughes Memorial 
Trophy. 

“I had to get a round of drinks in 
because I bet someone that Danny 
Ayres would win it no problem,” 
Perry joked. 

“But on a serious note it’s a great 
honour to be Cradley’s rider of the 
season and it means a lot to be voted 
for it by the fans.” 


CHIEF REPLIES 
TO FANS' CALLS 


Gutted Brunt pays penalty again 



Chris Brunt applauds the crowd after Northern Ireland’s heartbreaking defeat 


BAGGIES chairman John Wil¬ 
liams has responded to dis¬ 
gruntled fans who have bom¬ 
barded him with emails calling 
for Tony Pulis to be sacked. 

Several unhappy supporters have contacted 
Williams and asked him to act following a run 
of two wins in 20 league games. The chairman 
promised to make decisions to the best of his abil¬ 
ity and in the interest of the club. 

Williams has replied to the majority of the 
emails, thanking fans for their messages before 
adding: “I will, together with the board, make 
decisions to the best of my ability and always in 
the interest of the club.” 

Williams handed Pulis a 12-month contract 
extension at the start of the season and has 
been reticent to rush into a decision after the 
Welshman guided the club to a top-half finish. 
However, he is acutely aware of the growing dis¬ 
content among the fanbase. 

Obligation 

Fans welcomed the chairman’s willingness to 
respond. Paul Hill said: “I told him not to feel 
under any obligation to reply but he did, to be 
fair.” His response to the emails comes after two 
other board members fielded questions over Pulis 
from supporters at The Hawthorns. 

Chief executive Martin Goodman and director 
of football administration Richard Garlick were 
praised for ‘fronting up’ to the fans after agree¬ 
ing to put a special item on the agenda at the 
Albion Assembly fans’ forum. 

Meanwhile, the ‘disenchanted’ chairman of 
Albion’s minor shareholders has stepped down 
in protest over Pulis. Neil Reynolds has been in 
charge of Shareholders 4 Albion, the group that 
represents the 432 minor shareholders, for the 
past 15 years. But he’s decided to call it a day be¬ 
cause ‘I’m so fed up with Pulis and his football’. 

“I can’t stomach it any more, he has killed my 
love for the club in particular and football in gen¬ 
eral,” said Reynolds. “I’ve been a supporter for 
60 years and never felt so disenchanted.” 


GUTTED Chris Brunt has admitted it is diffi¬ 
cult to miss out on a World Cup place because 
of a ‘terrible’ refereeing decision. 

The Albion stalwart was one of three Baggies 
players in the Northern Ireland team that drew 
0-0 with Switzerland on Sunday night - Gareth 
McAuley and Jonny Evans were the others. 

That draw put the Swiss through to Russia 
2018 after they beat Michael O’Neill’s side 1-0 


in Belfast thanks to a controversial penalty 
awarded against Corry Evans. 

Brunt, aged 32, missed Euro 2016, Northern 
Ireland’s first major tournament in 30 years, 
because of a cruciate knee injury he picked up 
playing for the Baggies. 

He said: “Gutted, obviously. We can hold our 
heads up and be proud of what we tried to do 
but it was just a little bit short.” 


Beech targets 
5-star show 
on title card 

BLOXWICH fighter James Beech Jnr is 
looking to put on a five-star show when 
he signs off for 2017 next weekend. 

Beech is on BCB Promotions’ show at 
the Imperial Banqueting Suite on Lich¬ 
field Street in Bilston on November 25. 

The 20-year-old featherweight has al¬ 
ready racked up four pro wins with one 
TKO over a stellar debut year and has 
already stepped up in distance. 

Beech, who is signed to the MTK Bir¬ 
mingham stable headed by former Brit¬ 
ish and European champion Matthew 
Macklin, gained his first pro career stop¬ 
page last time out over Russell Midgley 
in three rounds. 

Formerly with Pleck Boxing Club, the 
second-generation fighter is the son of 
Jimmy Beech, who laced on the gloves 
for 31 pro outings at lightweight be¬ 
tween 1999 and 2008. He’s coached by 
Peter Hickenbottom. 

Beech said: “Me and Pete agreed we 
wanted four wins by the end of 2017. 
We’re already there so we thought we 
may as well get a fifth one in.” 

Beech is hoping to take on 31-year-old 
Scouser Ricky Starkey, a game ex-Ma- 
rine dubbed ‘the Batallion Stallion’. 

Beech supports the main event, the 
vacant Midlands light heavyweight title 
bout between Tipton’s Ricky Summers 
and Coventry’s Joe Sherriff. 

Black Country boys Jason Welborn 
and debutant Antony Woolery also fea¬ 
ture. Only £35 tickets are available, from 
the boxers on Facebook or at iboxing- 
tickets.com. They are £40 on the night. 

Yozza's Grand Slam 
hopes are battered 

TIPTON darts star Jamie Hughes saw 
his Grand Slam hopes take a battering 
after two group stage defeats. 

‘Yozza’ lost to Raymond van Barneveld 
before then being whitewashed 5-0 by 
Irish youngster Steve Lennon. 

“I’ve been practising well but it’s not 
been working on stage,” said Hughes, 
who was meeting Gerwyn Price in his 
final group game on Tuesday. 

“I tried my best but it just isn’t hap¬ 
pening for me. I didn’t settle until the 
third or fourth leg and it was too late by 
then. A lot of darts weren’t badly thrown 
but they just landed on the wrong side 
of a wire.” 
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